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by Secretary General Gwede Mantashe
Comrades,
The Third National General Council (NGC) of the African
National Congress was a resounding success.
In the preparations, during the proceedings and as
evidenced in its outcomes, the NGC demonstrated that
quality resonates with the ANC, that is, the ability to pull
itself together, ensure cohesion and unity of purpose.
We described the NGC as the biggest political school,
capturing it as a process rather than an event. The
Regional General Councils and Provincial General
Councils that preceded it provided an opportunity for
branches, including those that had no delegates to the
NGC, to engage with the policy papers. This process set
the tone for the deliberations at the NGC and provided
a positive impact on the quality of debates in the various
commissions. Delegates expressed their views with a great
degree of clarity and depth of understanding.
President Jacob Zuma set the tone and gave clear directives
as to where we are and how to move ahead. The reports
tabled and policy papers presented reported progress
made since the 2007 Polokwane National Conference. In
many areas the reports covered work in progress, and also
areas where the Resolutions of the National Conference
have been fully implemented. The NGC gave guidance to
the leadership on how the pace of implementation can be
accelerated. Central to these discussions was the renewed
call for the ANC to step up efforts to change the lives of
our people for the better. The focus on education, health
and the economy sent one clear message, that is, we cannot
continue with business as usual. Time for being overcautious was running out and leadership was nudged to
WDNHFDOFXODWHGULVNVWREHQHÀWRXUVRFLHW\+LJKOHYHOVRI 
unemployment, deepening poverty and growing inequality
were acknowledged as the biggest challenges that our
movement must confront.
The resolution on the role of the state in the economy
is fundamental and greater than the matter of the
nationalisation of mines. It is this principled viewpoint that
informed delegates to instruct the NEC to carry out an inGHSWK VWXG\ RQ KRZ EHVW WKH EHQHÀWV IURP WKH ULFKQHVV
of our national resources could be used on behalf of the
people as a whole. This would enable the ANC to present
VFLHQWLÀFDOO\ UHVHDUFKHG FDVH VWXGLHV VR WKDW DQ\ GHFLVLRQ
taken is based on real issues. The resolution further directs
WKH1(&WRORRNLQWRRWKHUVHFWRUVVXFKDVWKHÀQDQFLDO
sector. We must go to the 2012 Policy Conference with a

clear framework so that the ANC can have a rational debate
on this important policy issue. A relatively easier part of
this is the need to help the Posbank get a proper banking
license, so as to establish a visible footprint for the state in
WKHÀQDQFLDOVHFWRU(TXDOO\LPSRUWDQWLVWKHGHYHORSPHQW
of concrete timeframes for the implementation of the
National Health Insurance (NHI).
The NGC was seen as an important point for consolidating
the work of bringing cohesion and unity in the ANC.
It recognised the efforts of the leadership over the last
two and half years in this regard. It gave consent that
leadership, in most cases, had to act cautiously so as to
avoid giving an impression that it was biased and involved
in a purge of those who did not agree with it.
Delegates, cognisant of the challenges of the past two
DQGKDOI \HDUVDQGÀUPO\EHOLHYLQJWKDWWKLV1*&ZDVD
turning point in the life of our movement, unanimously
proclaimed that now is the time for leadership to be
decisive in enforcing discipline in the organisation. The
call for stronger enforcement of discipline should be
applicable in all the structures of the ANC and its Leagues.
The paper on leadership renewal, discipline and culture
provide clear guidance on what is intolerable as we move
forward. But discipline is far more than its processing and
administration through the relevant disciplinary structures.
&DGUHGLVFLSOLQHLVUHÁHFWHGLQFRQGXFWUHYROXWLRQDU\FRQduct, resonant with the core values and principles of our
movement as passed on from generation to generation.
Cadres of our movement have always been known for,
among others, being of good standing in society, and selfless in their commitment to the people. Renewal of our
movement is a call to return to these core values and principles that have endeared the ANC to our people throughout its history.
In the coming period towards our National Conference
in Mangaung, every cadre of our movement must
contribute to the Imvuselelo campaign. We must realise
the target of one million members by 2012. There must be
a visible growth in the branches and regions throughout
our provinces. This campaign must ensure recruitment
of members and the strengthening of ANC members
and structures. The process of cleaning the membership
system must be an integral component of the campaign,
whereby we can account for every member of the ANC.
Gatekeeping and membership manipulation must be
fought at all times, and not only in the period toward
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elective conferences. NEC members, as they traverse the
length and breath of each of our provinces, must prioritise
organisation building.
We must begin the urgent work towards the local
government elections. The NGC provides an impetus to
a dedicated effort to deliver a resounding success in the
local government elections. Uppermost is the need to
increase the number of municipalities directly controlled
by the ANC, including in the Western Cape. Therefore, we
PXVWZHZRUNKDUGDQGÀJKWIDFWLRQDOLVPZKHUHYHUUHDUV
its ugly head. We will insist on provinces presenting regular
progress reports on this important work.
This report summarises the detailed discussions that enVXHGRYHUÀYHGD\VZKHUHLQGHOHJDWHVHQJDJHGLQWKHRU\
and practice of the day-to-day struggles in their everyday
life, and in the life of our movement. This report must be
used for discussions and political education in the branches of the ANC. The report-back processes should be as
intensive as the process leading up to the NGC. Branches
must feel that they are not only important but that they
also matter. Implementation must be our preoccupation
from now on.
We emerge from this NGC evermore convinced that the
ANC is in better shape. The disunity and polarisation
that characterised the period preceding, during and
immediately after the 2005 NGC and the 2007 National
Conference is behind us. Contrary to the predictions of

NGC Delegates in plenary W
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detractors, analysts and commentators that the NGC spelt
the beginning of the demise of a self-destructive ANC, we
can safely say that the ANC that emerged from the Third
National General Council is cohesive and united.
We can, with certainty, recount the words of comrade
Isithwalandwe Nelson Mandela – written to the Kabwe
National Consultative Conference in 1985, while he
languished in apartheid incarceration – that,

“We still remain a closely knit organisation,
ever conscious of the crucial importance
of unity and resisting every attempt to
divide and confuse us… unity is the rock
on which the ANC was founded, it is the
principle which guided us down the years
as we feel our way forward… in the course
of its history the ANC has survived countless storms and risen to eminence partly
because each member has regarded himself or herself as the principal guardian of
that unity”
The ANC Lives.The ANC Leads.
Amandla! Matla! Matimba! All Power!
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OVERVIEW OF NGC PROCEEDINGS 2
1)  7KH1*&ZDVKHOGRYHUÀYHGD\VDWWKH'XUEDQ([hibition Centre in Durban/eThekwini. Prior to the
NGC, the National Executive Committee adopted a
theme, issued discussion papers and adopted Credentials for delegates and guests to the NGC. Provinces
and other delegates had a process of pre-registration,
DQGUHJLVWUDWLRQZDVÀQDOLVHGLQ'XUEDQ

6)

A presentation was made on the Commissions for
the next two days. The eight Commissions on 21
September 2010 discussed the Political and Organisational reports, Strategy and Tactics, Organisational
Renewal and Gender. All commission chairs and facilitators met with the Drafting committee at the end
of Day 2 to consolidate their reports.

2)  7KHÀUVWSOHQDU\VHVVLRQVWDUWHGRQ0RQGD\6HStember 2010 and was an open session. ANC National Chairperson, cde Baleka Mbete presided over the
plenary, opening the NGC with an inter-faith prayer,
the singing of Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika and a welcome
address by ANC KZN Provincial Chairperson, cde
Zweli Mkhize. During this open session, the NGC
also received the Political Report from ANC President,
cde Jacob Zuma.

7)

NGC Commissions continued with all delegates participating on Wednesday, 22 September 2010, focusing on the policy issues before the NGC. This was
done in eight commissions:

3)

4)

5)

This was followed by a closed session of plenary.
7KHSOHQDU\ÀUVWO\DGRSWHGWKH&RXQFLO3URJUDPPH
Rules of Procedure, including NGC committees,
rules of plenary and discipline at the NGC. This was
IROORZHGE\WKHSUHVHQWDWLRQRI WKHÀQDO&UHGHQWLDOV
report by the Deputy Secretary General, cde Thandi
Modise. The NGC also adopted the Credentials report.
Secretary General cde Gwede Mantashe, presented
the Midterm Organisational Review, followed by the presentation by Treasurer General, cde Matthews Phosa,
of the Financial Report on behalf of the National Executive Committee. The plenary also received a report on the Centenary preparations from Centenary
Task Team convenor, cde Baleka Mbete. The plenary
VHVVLRQ HQWHUWDLQHG EULHI  TXHVWLRQV RI  FODULÀFDWLRQV
DQGUHVSRQVHVRQWKHUHSRUWVIURPWKH2IÀFLDOV7KH
reports were then referred to Commissions for discussions, before adoption at the plenary.
Plenary started on the second day, Tuesday 21 September 2010, with presentations on the three key
NGC discussions documents:
v

On Strategy and Tactics and the balance of
forces, by cde Tony Yengeni

v

On Organisational and leadership renewal, by
cde Fikile Mbalula

v

On Gender, by ANC Women’s League President, cde Angie Motshekga

v

Social transformation

v

Education

v

Health

v

Peace and stability

v

Media diversity and communications

v

International relations

v

Economic transformation

v

Legislatures and governance

8)

All commission chairs and facilitators met with the
Drafting committee at the end of Day 3 to consolidate their reports.

9)

The NGC plenary session reconvened on Thursday,
23 September 2010 to receive, discuss, amend and
adopt reports from Commissions. The session started with a statement by the ANC Veteran’s League.

10) The lengthy plenary session that followed received
the reports from the Commissions of Day 2 and Day
3 commissions and lasted way beyond midnight, reÁHFWLQJ WKH EUHDGWK GHSWK DQG YLEUDQF\ RI  GLVFXVsions in Commissions, with further elaboration and
inputs from plenary. The plenary inputs were consolidated into the Reports of Commissions, attached
to this report.
11) 7KHÀQDOGD\RI WKH1*&RQ)ULGD\6HSWHPEHU
2010 started with a closed plenary session. National
Chairperson Mbete, who once again presided over
the NGC explained the reason for the closed session.
The Chair gave an opportunity to ANC Gauteng
Provincial Chairperson cde Paul Mashatile, speaking
on behalf of the Provincial Chairpersons and Secretaries, to apologise on behalf of those involved in the
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regretful breach of discipline that occurred towards
the end of the previous night’s plenary session. He
stated that the incident was unreservedly condemned
and indicated that the Steering Committee had referred the matter to the National Executive Committee for further elaboration and action. The National
Chairperson also gave the ANC Youth League an opportunity to address Council on the matter, but pleQDU\IHOWWKDWWKHLQSXWIURPFGH0DVKDWLOHVXIÀFHG
12) The media and other guests were called into the
Closing session. Cde Jeff Radebe read the Declaration of the NGC, followed by the Closing address
RI E\3UHVLGHQW-DFRE=XPDZKRUHÁHFWHGWKHNH\
decisions of the National General Council.
13) The NGC closed with the singing of Nkosi Sikelel’
iAfrika.

Delegates arriving for plenary W
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CREDENTIAL REPORT
DELEGATES
1. Branch delegates
Province
Eastern Cape
Free State
Gauteng
Limpopo
KwaZulu-Natal
Mpumalanga
North-West
Northern Cape
Western Cape
Total branch delegates

Membership
161,161

69,860
101,971
192,618

57,911
37,122

749,112

Expected

Present
323
83


386
93
116

81
1500

280
73
138
199
386
75
111
67
65
1394

2. Other delegates
Category
NEC
PECs
ANCWL
ANCYL
ANCVL
Total

Expected
86
225
62
62
62
497
1997
Total Delegates
'HOHJDWHVIURPEUDQFKHVFRQVWLWXWHGRI WRWDOGHOHJDWHVSUHVHQWDWWKH1*&

Present
68
161
55


383
1777

5

Report of the 3rd National General Council

3. Observers
All observers had speaking rights in commissions and plenary, but no voting rights.
Category
IsiThwalandwe
RECs
Ministers and Deputy Ministers
Directors General
Deployed Cadres
3UHVLGLQJ2IÀFHUV 3DUOLDPHQW
Members of Parliament
South African Communist Party
Congress of South African Trade Unions
South African National Civic Organisation
MK Military Veterans Association
SA Students Congress
Congress of SA Students
Contralesa
PSL / SAFA
Other invited Guests
ANC Staff
Total observers
3. MEDIA
Media representatives

Expected
3
265
25
18
15
2
55
30
30
30
15
5
5
5
10
100
260
873

Present
2

18
15
7
2
30
30
25
30
15
5
5
5
5
25
260
663

200



SUMMARY
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Category

Expected

Present

Branch delegates
Other delegates, including Leagues
Observers
Media

1500

873
200


383
663


GRAND TOTAL

3070

2840
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of ANC President Jacob Zuma
:HPHHWÀYH\HDUVVLQFHWKHZDWHUVKHG1DWLRQDO*HQHUDO
Council held in 2005 in Pretoria in Tshwane.
The African National Congress during that time, had to
FKRRVHEHWZHHQWZRRSWLRQVWRÀJKWWRUHWDLQLWVKLVWRULFDO
character and task, or to abandon its history as a liberation
movement and become a modern political party with new
values, given the ever changing material conditions.
As customary, discussion documents were introduced in
preparation of that NGC including among others, the
organisational design of the ANC, renewal and unity and
the implementation of the mandate through government.
As usual and as expected, the debates among the structures
in the branches of the ANC in particular were open, robust
and vibrant.
However, the levels of discontent between the
membership and leadership of the movement had reached
an unprecedented point. This was precipitated by decisions
taken by the leadership which the membership strongly
disagreed with.
The debates and discussions that took place then became
explosive as branches defended their rights and authority,
which they felt had been eroded and undermined by the
leadership.
It was at that NGC that the branches sang a song boldly
and loudly, “Amandla Asemasebeni”. They demanded that
the leadership should never take the role of branches for
granted.
Consequently, that NGC did not just become a mid-term
review as prescribed by the ANC Constitution. It became
a platform by branches to express their unhappiness of the
erosion of internal democracy within the movement.
It served as a reminder of the importance of branches
in the movement and that they must never abdicate their
UHVSRQVLELOLW\ HYHQ GXULQJ WKH PRVW GLIÀFXOW DQG WU\LQJ
times.
It also served as a reminder to the leadership that we are
elected by the membership and that is where our loyalty
and trust should lie at all material times. It underscored too
that branches must also have faith in the leadership, and
that the leadership must never betray this faith and loyalty.

THE NATIONAL POLICY CONFERENCE
A National Policy Conference was subsequently held in
July 2007 to prepare for the 52nd National Conference of
the ANC.
Policy recommendations adopted by that conference were
DQDIÀUPDWLRQE\EUDQFKHVWRWKHOHDGHUVKLSWKDWEUDQFKHV
are central in the formulation of policy in the ANC. This
FRQIHUHQFHDOVRUHDIÀUPHGXQLW\DVWKHEDVLFUHTXLUHPHQW
and non-negotiable principle in the African National
Congress.
Some of the policy recommendations adopted included
that the ANC President shall be the candidate of the
movement for President of the Republic. It was also
resolved that the prerogative of the President of the
ANC to appoint Premiers and Executive Mayors should
be exercised after consultation with the leadership of the
organisation.
This was an attempt by the membership of the ANC to
deepen unity and strengthen the internal democracy of the
movement, as well as to correctly interpret the principle of
a prerogative, which in the view of the membership had
been misinterpreted.
The conference, therefore, was an embodiment of the
real challenges that our movement had experienced for a
sustained period of time.
This week, as we gather to take stock and chart the way
forward towards the centenary of this glorious movement,
ZH UHDIÀUP WKDW LQGHHG WKH ÀQDO SRZHU OLHV ZLWK WKH
branches of the ANC. This was one of the most tangible
achievements of the 2005 NGC as well as the policy and
national conferences of the year 2007.

THE POLOKWANE CONFERENCE AND THE AFTERMATH
Today we are able to say that having emerged from that
trying period, the ANC has reached a level of stability
that did not seem possible two years ago, and it is moving
towards becoming a stronger and a more effective
organisation as we head towards the centenary, on 8
January 2012.
This is due to the fact that the branches decided to deal
with the problems head on, to save the organisation from
becoming something unknown. Therefore, the 2005 NGC
and the Polokwane conference stand in history as one of
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the watershed moments in the history of the ANC, with
far reaching consequences for the movement and the
country.
Given that the tense atmosphere that had characterised the
2005 NGC, had continued right through to Polokwane, and
the leadership contestation and anger of the membership
had created deep divisions within the ANC, it is to the
credit of ANC branches that we emerged from Polokwane
as a united and solid organisation and a strong centre of
power in South African politics.
We emphasised then, and repeat today, that the Polokwane
conference was never one of victors and losers. It was
a conference where branches set out to re-assert their
authority and power and to reclaim the organisation,
and all members had a responsibility to respect the will
of the branches, as the supreme and basic unit of our
organisation.
The organisation that emerged from Polokwane certainly
needed healing and renewal, and the leadership was
mandated to work intensively to unite the membership of
the ANC, regardless of who their leadership preferences
had been in that heated conference.
In the 2008 January 8th Statement we appealed for
cohesion and unity between the ANC leadership and its
senior cadres deployed in government, to ensure that the
mandate that the electorate had given the ANC could be
FDUULHGRXWLQKDUPRQ\DQGHIÀFLHQWO\:HZHUHRQO\WRR
aware that the existence of two centres of leadership had a
potential to cause tensions if not managed carefully.
A successful programme of action was undertaken
immediately after Polokwane to visit provinces to
VWUHQJWKHQ$1&VWUXFWXUHVDVZHOODVWRDGGUHVVLQÀJKWLQJ
dysfunctionality, factionalism and other problems that had
arisen leading up to the Polokwane conference.
While 2008 was a highly successful year with regards to
rebuilding and renewing the organisation on the ground,
the management of relations between the organisation
and its government became cumbersome.
Communication between cadres deployed in government
and the ANC leadership, became poor and this did not help
the situation. The movement was also still dealing with the
court case that had been brought against the President of
the ANC at the time, which also caused tension between
the ANC and some cadres deployed in government.
Towards the end of 2008, the organisation had to confront
the reality that relations with its foremost deployee in
government, the President of the Republic, had broken
down irretrievably.
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After many hours of deliberations in September 2008, the
NEC took a decision to recall Comrade Thabo Mbeki from
his position as President of the Republic. This was one of
WKHPRVWGLIÀFXOWSROLWLFDOGHFLVLRQVWKHRUJDQLVDWLRQKDG
to take.
However, it was necessary for the sake of unity and progress
within the movement and between the organisation and
its government. Thanks to the skilful management of the
implementation of this decision, the change in government
proceeded smoothly. We once again acknowledge the
response of Comrade Mbeki, who accepted the decision
of the organisation with dignity and agreed to step down.
Reacting to this decision, some ANC cadres that the ANC
had deployed in government as ministers and deputy
ministers, as well as two premiers, resigned from their
positions. This action exposed that these cadres were more
loyal to an individual than to the organisation.
The ANC deployed the Deputy President, Comrade
Kgalema Motlanthe, as President of the Republic, to help
the country through the transition and ensure continuity
in government. We thank Comrade Motlanthe for leading
government and the country well through that transitional
period. He later accepted deployment as Deputy President
of the Republic after the 2009 elections.
The events of 2007 to 2009 showed the huge capacity
of the ANC to stand as a custodian and guarantor of
democracy in the country. The country remained stable
and unshaken even though major decisions had been
taken. This demonstrates that the ANC has its own
effective internal democracy which is guaranteed by its
own members and branches of the ANC.
We thank South Africans for their patience and faith in the
$1&:KLOHWKLVDSSHDUHGWREHDGLIÀFXOWPRPHQWIRUWKH
ANC, the South African people remarkably went about
their business normally, knowing that the organisation
would resolve whatever matters needed to be resolved.
You will remember as well that later in 2008, some
members of the ANC who were angry and unhappy about
the outcome of the conference in Polokwane, and also
with the changes in the leadership of government, left
the organisation amid huge pomp and drama, and formed
their own organisation.
The media and commentators started saying the ANC
should prepare to sit on the opposition benches in
Parliament. They truly believed that this was the end
of the ANC. And indeed, it did sound like there was a
massive onslaught against the people’s movement because
of the fanfare. However, to borrow from Shakespeare, it
was a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying
nothing!
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We want to commend the membership of the ANC. We
visited all provinces in October and November 2008 in a
massive mobilisation campaign to explain to our people,
what this change in the balance of forces meant and they
XQGHUVWRRGYHU\ZHOO7KH\VWRRGÀUPDQGGHIHQGHGWKHLU
organisation.
At this point our preparations began for the 2009 election
campaign.

THE 2009 GENERAL ELECTIONS
Research had been conducted about government
performance, and the 15 year review provided information
on what had worked and what needed to be corrected.
With that background information, the ANC went to the
people seeking their participation in the drafting of the
election Manifesto, under the highly interactive campaign:
“My ANC. My Vision. My Future.”
This supported the intensive listening campaigns run
by the President and the leadership around the country.
Our election Manifesto united our people around a
FRPPRQ SURJUDPPH FHQWUHG RQ RXU ÀYH NH\ SULRULWLHV
- creating decent work and sustainable livelihoods, rural
development, land and agrarian reform, education, health
DQGWKHÀJKWDJDLQVWFULPHDQGFRUUXSWLRQ
Supported actively by the Alliance partners, COSATU and
the SACP plus SANCO, and other structures of the mass
democratic movement, the ANC fought a formidable,
visible and very memorable election campaign.
We commend all structures of the movement for putting
XSVXFKDJRRGÀJKWWRGHIHQGFRQVROLGDWHDQGDGYDQFH
the programme of the ANC. The Women’s League, Youth
League, our Alliance partners, COSATU, SACP, with also
the support of SANCO, proved that the ANC would rule
this country for a very long time to come. We extend our
gratitude to various civil society formations that provided
support, or came to listen to what we had to say because
they believe that the ANC has the interest of the country at
heart. These included religious leaders, traditional leaders,
business, professionals, minority groups and a host of
others.
We must single out the youth of our country for being an
active part of the democratic process. The vibrancy of the
ANC Youth League campaign captured the imagination of
young people, many accepting the ANC as their political
home, declaring that the ANC “rocks” and that it is “cool”
to be part of the ANC!
Our campaign also attracted performing artists - from
actors to musicians as well as soccer legends. This is the
power of the ANC – able to unite South Africans from all
walks of life. This was an ANC in control and a movement
of the people which knew where it was going.

The ANC was returned to government with a landslide
majority, once again proving that this organisation remains
the home of the majority of the people of this country.

ORGANISATIONAL RENEWAL –
TOWARDS THE CENTENARY IN 2012
We have indeed done well in the past two years to heal
and rebuild the organisation. However, the branches
of the ANC at this NGC must assist the organisation
to stay focused on this mission, and to eradicate some
worrying tendencies before they become entrenched in
the organisation.
As the leadership we are already engaged yet again in an
intensive organisational renewal drive. As part of the
preparations for the Centenary, we have visited a number
of provinces as part of the Imvuselelo renewal campaign.
We will visit the outstanding provinces after this NGC.
The campaign is not just about recruitment and increasing
numbers. It is about building an ANC cadre who is loyal
to the organisation and who understands the mission,
principles, character and traditions of the movement as
well as the responsibility of an ANC member, all of which
are sometimes taken for granted.
It is also aimed at reminding members and potential
members that the ANC was formed in 1912 under the
clarion call of unity – Mzulu/Mxhosa/Msuthu hlanganani.
The ANC also stands for the unity of all the people of
our country, as stipulated in the Freedom Charter, which
says that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black
and white.
It was for this reason that Comrade President Nelson
Mandela, in a message of support which he sent from
prison in 1985, to the ANC Kabwe Conference, said that:
“Unity is the rock upon which the ANC was founded”.
The discussion document of this NGC entitled “Leadership,
Renewal, Discipline and Organisational Culture”, outlines
some of the problems we have to confront in order to
strengthen the ANC and keep it focused on its historical
mission. The political and organisational reports presented
at the Polokwane Conference also raised these challenges.
The various Provincial General Councils have also dealt
with these issues.
We also have spent a substantial amount of time in
meetings of the NEC over the past two years to deal with
these problems. Some have subsided; others need further
work.
We say “amandla asemasebeni” and that we must take
the ANC back to the branches. We must therefore ensure
that these branches have genuine members. Our audit and
YHULÀFDWLRQ RI  PHPEHUVKLS SURFHGXUHV DUH LQWHQGHG WR
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ensure that only branches in good standing determine the
policy and leadership direction of the organisation.
In some instances this is not the case. Some branches
contain members who belong to other members. That
PHDQV VRPH PHPEHUV RI  WKH $1& LQÁXHQFH RWKHU
members to support them for their own personal interests,
and by so doing make these members loyal to them and
not to the organisation.
Another tendency is the abuse of lobbying, which has
been a long standing democratic practice within the
movement. It traditionally takes the form of informing
branch delegates about the characteristics of a person or
persons that must be considered for leadership.
It cannot and should not take the form of an instruction
on who to vote for, and thereby creating a culture of
despising the will of the ANC branch members in good
standing, in the manner that the “slate” method is doing.
This certainly corrupts the democratic processes of the
ANC.
We have also had forms of lobbying which includes smear
campaigns in the media as well as gossip and rumourmongering about one another.
A new dangerous method of lobbying has emerged, where
comrades use money to buy support. We should not allow
a situation where those who have money turn members
of the ANC into commodities. Kudlalwa ngabantu ngoba
bezihluphekela.
We are also concerned about labeling and other divisive
tendencies that are also creeping in. For example, we
have always said the ANC is a broad church but suddenly,
there are now people who are said to be about “anticommunists” and others who are “anti-nationalists”.
We are also alarmed by members of the ANC who continue
to attack others publicly or comment on organisational
issues publicly without any mandate or authority to do so.
If they do not attack others directly, they use innuendos or
insinuations.
A decision was taken in May this year by the NEC, banning
all public spats as well as the discussion of the 2012
succession and related leadership preferences. This was
done in order to strengthen unity, prevent confusion and
WRDYRLGXQGHUPLQLQJWKHFRQÀGHQFHRI WKHPHPEHUVKLS
in the leadership that has been elected to lead this
organisation until the next conference.
Mobilising and lobbying for succession so early also
gives a wrong impression that the ANC comprises of
JURXSVRI SHRSOHZKRDUHSUHRFFXSLHGZLWKÀJKWLQJIRU
LQÁXHQWLDOSRVLWLRQVWRDGYDQFHSHUVRQDOLQWHUHVWVLQVWHDG
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of advancing the programme of the organisation.
It is clear that the time has come for the organisation to
act. We must take a decision that those who engage in such
activities are in fact undermining the organisation and
its work, and at worst, are undermining the unity of the
organisation. Action must be taken against them.
Already, a decision has been taken that those who take
the organisation to court before the exhaustion of
organisational processes should be summarily suspended
before any considerations.
We have no choice but to re-introduce revolutionary
discipline in the ANC. If we fail to do so, we would be
ZHDNHQLQJWKHYHU\ÀEUHDQGH[LVWHQFHRI WKH$1&,QWKH
passage of time, all liberation movements face such a test
and have to deal with all sorts of opportunistic tendencies.
The organisations that fail to deal with such tendencies and
tests vanish. We cannot allow that to happen to the ANC.
Going forward in building the organisation to withstand
such pressures, we must do all we can to renew and
strengthen the ANC and all its structures, including the
Leagues. In the context of social mobilisation and the
need to organise all motive forces behind the vision of the
ANC, the ANC in its wisdom established the ANC Youth
League, Women`s League and Veterans League.
Historically, both the Youth League and the Women`s
League have played an important role in the life of the
African National Congress, and their role remains relevant
and crucial, as we construct a new society envisaged by the
Freedom Charter today.
The ANC Constitution clearly describes this relationship
of the ANC with its own Leagues. The Leagues are
established to function as autonomous bodies which are an
integral part of the ANC. Politically and organisationally,
the Leagues are structures of the ANC, and are subject
to ANC discipline. The ANC is not in alliance with its
own Leagues, nor are the Leagues alliance partners of the
African National Congress. They are structures of the
organisation.
We must do everything we can as the ANC to help the
Leagues to carry out their organisational responsibilities
and mandate, because if they succeed as they should, the
ANC will be stronger.
We have noted some regrettable incidents, particularly
relating to ANC Youth League conferences, which are
unacceptable and need to be dealt with. The leadership
will work with the ANC Youth League intensively after
this NGC, to deal with these organisational challenges
and to strengthen it, so that it can perform its role as the
grooming school for future ANC leadership.
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We must also support the League as it drives the agenda
of youth political, social and economic development. A
key achievement for the Youth League last year includes
the establishment of the National Youth Development
Agency, which is now building its structures nationally, so
that it can put youth development on the national agenda.

out of struggle. We have built it out of our separate and
common experiences”.

The Women`s League has functioned well since its
national conference. The League must accelerate work on
the challenges facing women as directed by the Polokwane
conference, especially relating to the feminisation of
poverty and the impact of all government policies on
women. The resolution to consider the establishment of a
Women`s Ministry was implemented last year.

We must emphasise as well that the Alliance is not based
on conformity and monolithic interpretation of events.
It is a strategic Alliance. We must avoid a temptation to
change the historical character and purpose of the Alliance,
regardless of challenges we face today as a sector, group
or individuals.

In another important development, the ANC established
the Veterans League last year and it had a successful
inaugural conference. This was done to create a space for
our stalwarts to continue to play a role in the life of the
organisation.
The Polokwane Conference took a resolution that we
should provide proper support to our former Umkonto
we Sizwe combatants and oversee the proper functioning
of MK Military Veterans Association at all levels. In this
regard, the Department of Military Veterans has been
established within the Ministry of Defence and Military
Veterans to cater for the needs of these cadres and other
veterans.
Strengthening the Alliance
The post-Polokwane renewal had to include rebuilding
relations between the ANC and its Alliance partners
as well. As we moved towards Polokwane in 2007 the
relations with the Tripartite Alliance partners were frosty
DQGGLIÀFXOW7KHVLWXDWLRQKDVFKDQJHGFRQVLGHUDEO\IRU
the better.
The Alliance was formed out of struggle, and out of the
shared vision as articulated in the Freedom Charter. It is
based on the understanding that each Alliance component
enjoys political independence from the other, but also
acknowledges the central role of the ANC as the leader of
the Alliance and the political centre.
:H UHDIÀUP ZKDW 3UHVLGHQW 2OLYHU 7DPER VDLG RQ WKH
occasion to mark the 60th Anniversary of the SACP, 30
years ago, when he said:
“The relationship between the ANC and the SACP is not
an accident of history, nor is it a natural and inevitable
development. For, as we can see, similar relationships have
not emerged in the course of liberation struggles in other
parts of Africa... Ours is not merely a paper Alliance,
created at conference tables and formalised through the
signing of documents and representing only an agreement
of leaders. Our Alliance is a living organism that has grown

There are no components of the Alliance that can be
ZLVKHGDZD\RUEHUHSODFHGE\RWKHUV$OOIXOÀODVSHFWVWKDW
have been proven over the long history of the Alliance.

Each Alliance component partner has a political
responsibility to guard against tendencies that threaten
the unity of the Alliance. The Alliance is a unique political
entity, and none of us must celebrate when it faces
challenges. All the bold headlines about the imminent
death of the Alliance are a waste of time and ink because
the Alliance will live for a long time to come. However,
there are challenges that must be dealt with.
The recent strike by public servants requires serious
introspection from individual Alliance partners, and the
$OOLDQFHFROOHFWLYHO\$VWKH$1&ZHDIÀUPWKHULJKWRI 
workers to strike as enshrined in the Constitution and we
will always protect and defend that right. In the Manifesto
of the ANC, we stated our commitment to improve the
working conditions of public servants.
The ANC government remains committed to realise
these provisions in the ANC Manifesto and will gradually
implement this crucial aspect.
We have taken a decision to engage Cosatu after this
NGC, not only to evaluate the recent strike, but also to
remind one another of the role of the Alliance, who we
are as components and what we stand for. We would not
want to pre-empt these discussions, however, it would be
wrong if we do not talk about some of the things that
have characterised the recent strike, which are alien to the
history of worker`s struggle and the Congress movement,
and also to deal with the serious distortion of the history,
mission and character of the ANC that we witnessed
during the strike.
Some of the statements made by striking workers and
some in the leadership of the federation suggested that
the ANC had abandoned the struggle of the workers and
poor in this country. The ANC has always fought on the
side of the workers and will continue to do so. As far as
we are concerned there is no ambiguity about our being in
Alliance with COSATU given that history.
7KHUH LV DOVR D QHZ WHQGHQF\ WR UHGHÀQH WKH $OOLDQFH
relationship as if it was based on some legal agreement
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or memorandum of understanding. Comrade Tambo`s
articulation is therefore useful: “Ours is not merely a
paper Alliance, created at conference tables and formalised
through the signing of documents and representing only
an agreement of leaders. Our Alliance is a living organism
that has grown out of struggle. We have built it out of our
separate and common experiences”.
Therefore, to reduce a historical Alliance which was built
through sweat and blood into an electoral pact is to miss
WKHSRLQWZLWKUHJDUGVWRWKHVLJQLÀFDQFHRI WKLV$OOLDQFH
It is important comrades that we should not play around
with this Alliance.

GOVERNANCE AND THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE ANC MANIFESTO
This NGC is also about reviewing progress in the
implementation of our resolutions and policies.
After a review of the performance of government in
WKH\HDUVLQRIÀFHLWEHFDPHFOHDUWKDWZHQHHGHGWR
improve the functioning of the state machinery to improve
the quality and the speed of service delivery.
A primary intervention was to change the way government
ZDVVWUXFWXUHG$IWHUWKHHOHFWLRQVZHUHFRQÀJXUHG
government departments to improve their performance.

Let us restate some basic principles. The right to strike
must never be used to undermine the rights of other
people. We must win over people to join the strike out
of political consciousness and sympathy, and not through
violence, intimidation and destruction of property.

The ANC government also established the National
Planning Commission as well as a performance monitoring
and evaluation department in the Presidency to promote
improved performance of government. These had been
LGHQWLÀHGDVFULWLFDOLQWHUYHQWLRQVWKDWZHUHUHTXLUHG

We will discuss these and other matters with COSATU
ZKHQZHPHHW6XIÀFHWRVD\WKDWWKHEROGKHDGOLQHVDERXW
the imminent death of the Alliance are grossly exaggerated.
It will live for a long time to come.

Substantial work has been done by the ANC government
to deliver on the priorities.

We thank all the volunteers who gave their time to alleviate
pressure and suffering during the public sector strike.
To conclude this organisational renewal part, I would like
XV WR UHPHPEHU ÀYH EDVLF SULQFLSOHV ZKLFK KDYH JXLGHG
all generations of the movement. The tried and tested
principles are simple but are fundamental to the life and
health of our organisation.
These are that:
 An individual must always respect and obey the
collective decisions of the ANC.
 The minority should accept that the majority prevails.
It is an important basic democratic principle.
 Juniors must respect their seniors. Those who belong
to junior structures must respect those serving in
senior structures.
 The entire organisation must respect and abide by the
decisions of the leadership committees, be it NEC or
PEC.
 The leadership must always respect the membership
of the organisation.
We go into the detail of these issues in the cadres forum
during Imvuselelo.
Many who disregarded these principles and values left
the ANC and either tried to form or formed their own
organisations. Such organisations do not survive because
they are not based on the principles that the ANC was
formed for.
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Creating decent work and sustainable livelihoods
The Freedom Charter states that the people shall share in
the country`s wealth. Sixteen years into our democracy,
while we have made substantial progress, we have not yet
achieved true economic transformation, which should
include fundamentally changing the structure of the
economy and the distribution of wealth and income in our
society.
To deal with the inequalities, poverty and unemployment,
we are building a strong mixed economy, where the state,
private capital, cooperative and other forms of social
ownership complement each other in an integrated way, to
achieve shared economic growth.
We have to achieve higher levels of economic growth and
HQVXUHWKDWVXFKJURZWKEHQHÀWVDOORI VRFLHW\HVSHFLDOO\
the poor.
We have to take note of the global environment we are
operating in to achieve these economic goals. The NGC
takes place at a time when the world is undergoing rapid
change, in which old certainties are disappearing, new
trends are emerging, but new opportunities also present
themselves to us, if we are bold enough to seize them.
,ZLVKWRSRLQWWRDIHZNH\WUHQGVWKDWZHLGHQWLÀHGLQRXU
FXUUHQWZRUNRQDQHZJURZWKSDWKZKLFKZLOOEHÀQDOLVHG
after this NGC by government, enriched by the inputs of
ANC branch delegates in the commissions.
7KH ÀUVW WUHQG LV WKH VKLIW RI  HFRQRPLF G\QDPLVP DQG
growth from the old developed economies to the new
developing economies. There are fresh opportunities for
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South Africa, and indeed the continent, to achieve our
own developmental goals through new partnerships that
become possible.
In this context, the recently-signed Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership between China and South Africa is
an important signal. Similar opportunities are available
with India, Brazil, Russia and other developing countries.
The second trend is the importance of the African
continent to our own economic future. The continent is
a market of one billion consumers. It is also an enormous
VRXUFHRI UDZPDWHULDOVWKDWQHHGWREHEHQHÀFLDWHGORFDOO\
to create jobs and to ensure a modern industrial economy
on the continent.
The third is the serious challenge of climate change. There
LVFRPSHOOLQJVFLHQWLÀFHYLGHQFHWKDWZHDUHGDPDJLQJWKH
very future of humanity by the high-emission economies
that grew in the 19th and 20th centuries.
As we continue to build our coal based energy resource,
we need to simultaneously build the foundations for
renewable energy as our contribution to responding to
climate change.
There are enormous opportunities in the new green
economy that we need to take advantage of. We need to
position our economy to shift and create the hundreds of
thousands of green jobs that are capable of being created
locally.
The fourth trend relates to the new technologies that will
increasingly reshape our world, including bio-technology.
These can become important sources of economic
development and creation of decent work opportunities.
Finally, the global economy has not emerged fully from the
HFRQRPLFFULVLVWKDWVWDUWHGZLWKWKHÀQDQFLDOPHOWGRZQRI 
September 2008. But its impact across the world has not
been uniform and a new trend emerged. On the one hand
we see very limited economic growth in most developed
economies. Yet on the other hand, we see strong and
robust growth in large parts of the African continent, Asia
and Latin America.
But more importantly, the economic crisis has created
D FKDOOHQJH IRU RUWKRGR[ RQHVL]HÀWVDOO SROLFLHV
Developmental states have managed the crisis better than
many in the old economies who followed rigid formulas.
This creates space for South Africa to begin to develop
policies suited to our circumstances, our needs and our
people.
Going forward, the principle of creating decent work
opportunities must be put into practice through the
establishment of this new growth path for our country

that we are talking about.
The new growth path must start with the recognition
that on the one hand, we have had economic growth for
a sustained period since the advent of democracy, with
particularly high growth since the early 2000s and net job
creation.
On the other hand, poverty remains high, inequalities have
remained the same or even grown worse, while some of the
jobs created often brought low wages and poor conditions.
Moreover, the economic downturn saw the loss of
over a million jobs in our country; and job losses were
FRQWLQXLQJLQWKHÀUVWVL[PRQWKVRI WKLV\HDUGHVSLWHWKH
return of economic growth. This has worsened what is an
unacceptable situation of high rates of joblessness among
our people.
These developments point to the core importance of
redirecting and transforming economic growth, in order to
bring about greater equity based above all on the creation
of decent employment.
At the same time, we recognise that profound shifts in the
global economy bring not only risks, but also opportunities.
These include the rise of new economic giants in Asia,
Latin America and Eastern Europe, fast economic growth
on the African continent and the emergence of new
technologies on a mass scale, as well as the recognition
that global warming requires all of us to redesign our
economies.
All these open the door to new opportunities and ultimately
to prospects for more equitable growth.
Our research shows that our economy has the potential
to create employment on the necessary scale – through
the plans for a large-scale expansion in infrastructure; in
mining, agriculture; in the services, construction, tourism;
in the new economy areas such as the green economy
and knowledge-based sectors; rural development; African
regional development; and through the social economy
and the public sector.
The challenge is to take advantage of this potential. But
we should acknowledge that this cannot be done easily or
overnight.
Critically, it has to be achieved in a way that sustains
growth but transforms the quality of that growth so that
ZHHQVXUHWKDWERWKWKHEHQHÀWVDQGFRVWVRI FKDQJHDUH
fairly spread, in ways that protect the poor and bring about
a more equitable and just society.
The economic transformation discussion document
presents proposals that this NGC should look at, to assist
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XVWRÀQDOLVHDJURZWKSDWKWKDWLQYROYHVPDMRUFKDQJHVLQ
the way we work.
7KH DQWLFLSDWHG PHDVXUHV LQFOXGH DSSURSULDWH ÀVFDO DQG
monetary policy measures that are actively directed to
promoting larger number of jobs. These should be linked
ZLWKPHDVXUHVWRFRQWUROLQÁDWLRQDQGLPSURYHHIÀFLHQF\
across the economy, including through a more competitive
and stable exchange rate.
They must also involve targeted measures to improve
the performance of the economy in a number of areas,
such as rural development, strengthening industrial
and trade policies, education and skills, small business
and cooperatives promotion, strengthened competition
policies, African regional development and labour market
measures.
We also need to work towards strengthening the role of
state-owned enterprises and ensuring that, whilst remaining
ÀQDQFLDOO\YLDEOH62(VDJHQFLHVDQGXWLOLWLHVDVZHOODV
FRPSDQLHVLQZKLFKWKHVWDWHKDVVLJQLÀFDQWVKDUHKROGLQJ
UHVSRQGWRDFOHDUO\GHÀQHGSXEOLFPDQGDWHDQGDFWLQ
terms of our overarching industrial policy and economic
transformation objectives. We established a Presidential
Review Committee recently to undertake this work.
We must also address the position of vulnerable workers,
and other key areas that would strengthen both equity and
growth.
Also critical is the need to strengthen social dialogue to
ensure broad consensus on the key priorities. We also need
to mobilise our people around core initiatives and identify
what all of us can contribute to achieve the national vision
founded on the broad mandate we received at Polokwane,
and as directed by the ANC Manifesto.
The new growth path will not be achieved by government
alone. It requires the participation, effort and enthusiasm
of all of us.
Government has been waiting for this NGC to take place,
to be followed by a special Cabinet meeting that will
GLVFXVVDQGÀQDOLVHWKLVJURZWKSDWKJLYHQWKHLPSRUWDQFH
and urgency for the country.
Fighting crime and corruption
The revamping of the criminal justice system is proceeding
well.
The crime statistics released recently indicate that progress
LV EHLQJ PDGH LQ WKH ÀJKW DJDLQVW FULPH :H FRPPHQG
WKH SROLFH IRU DFKLHYLQJ TXLWH D VLJQLÀFDQW GHFOLQHLQ WKH
murder rate and other serious crimes.
Our recent personnel investment through appointing
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PRUH WKDQ   QHZ SROLFH RIÀFHUV GXULQJ WKH 
Soccer World Cup will certainly yield results, and so will
the investment in equipment and security infrastructure.
We reiterate the call for ANC branches to provide support
WR ODZ HQIRUFHPHQW DJHQFLHV LQ WKH ÀJKW DJDLQVW FULPH
including establishing and strengthening street committees.
We must eradicate corruption as well as perceptions of
corruption.
A Cabinet Inter-Ministerial Committee has been established
WRFRRUGLQDWHJRYHUQPHQWHIIRUWVWRÀJKWFRUUXSWLRQ7KH
IMC works with institutions such as the Public Protector,
Auditor General, and the Special Investigating Unit to
coordinate efforts.
Government has also established an Anti-Corruption
Task Team led by the Directorate of Priority Crime
Investigations, known as the Hawks, to coordinate
investigations and prosecutions.
7KHDUHDVLGHQWLÀHGDVSULRULW\IRUVFUXWLQ\LQJRYHUQPHQW
generally are supply chain management, identity theft, social
grants system and electronic fraud. In August this year, we
directed the Special Investigating Unit to investigate supply
chain related concerns in seven government departments
nationally as well as in Gauteng and the Eastern Cape.
Various preventative policy measures can be explored.
These include the centralisation of major contracts and
procurement of major items, stricter penalties for service
providers who obtain contracts illegally, to increase
transparency and accountability in the tender processes, as
well as to improve the protection of whistleblowers.
We must also implement the provisions in our election
Manifesto which states that politicians should not tamper
with the adjudication of tenders. Basically, we must not
allow tenders to destroy the ANC.
5HODWLYHSURJUHVVKDVEHHQUHJLVWHUHGLQWKHÀJKWDJDLQVW
this scourge.
Health
Extensive work has been done in the health sector informed
by the ANC`s ten point plan which has been adopted
by government. Amongst priorities for implementation
currently is the improvement of physical infrastructure
such as hospitals and clinics.
The ANC government must continue to improve work
to ensure cleaner hospitals and clinics, faster service and
shorter waiting periods, the availability of medicines and
patient care. Extensive work has been done to boost
the campaign against the spread and the impact of HIV
through prevention, treatment and support.
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A massive HIV testing campaign is proceeding successfully.
ANC branches should encourage members to test and
NQRZ WKHLU VWDWXV 7KH FRQÀGHQWLDOLW\ RI  WKLV SURFHVV
should be emphasised to members in order to promote
participation.
7KH $1& PXVW DOVR OHDG FDPSDLJQV WR ÀJKW WKH VWLJPD
that is attached to HIV and AIDS, and ANC branches
should be visible in providing care and support to affected
IDPLOLHV :RUN LV FRQWLQXLQJ WR ÀJKW WXEHUFXORVLV DQG
malaria, as well as arrest maternal and infant deaths. The
National Health Insurance policy development process is
proceeding well.

development generally. The ANC government responded
to the concerns of ANC branches by splitting rural
development and agriculture.
A Comprehensive Rural Development Programme has
been put in place and a pilot programme has been rolled
out in eight provinces.
Current approaches to land reform have not been moving as
fast as desirable. The willing-seller, willing-buyer approach
WRODQGDFTXLVLWLRQKDGFRQVWUDLQHGWKHSDFHDQGHIÀFLHQF\
of land reform. The land reform policies undertaken by
government are meant to deal with this problem.

Education
Education is our apex priority and for that reason we
decided to split this portfolio into two, basic education and
higher education and training.

2XU WDUJHW LV WR UHGLVWULEXWH  RI  DJULFXOWXUDO ODQG
EHIRUHDFFRPSDQLHGE\VXSSRUWSURJUDPPHVIRUWKH
rural poor, farm workers, farm-dwellers and small farmers,
especially women.

On basic education, working with the unions in the
education sector, we have to make it a reality in every
school for teachers to be in school, on time, teaching for at
least seven hours a day.

This new sharp focus on rural development and land
reform should be able to provide the results required by
the election Manifesto and conference resolutions.

The ANC government continues to strive to deliver on
the basics, such as providing the workbooks on time, and
the necessary support to educators and school governing
bodies. We have to bridge the gap between schools in
historically disadvantaged areas and in historically white
areas, in terms of facilities and teaching.
The environment in our schools also needs further
attention. We have to work with the schools to promote
respect for teachers by learners and vice versa. Discipline
and respect in the classroom will ensure effective teaching
and learning.
Government is also attending to issues of safety and
substance abuse in our schools to protect our children.
Further work is required to ensure access to education in
line with the Millennium Development Goals. According
to the recent Statistics SA general household survey, 200
000 children between the ages of seven and 15 are not in
school for various reasons, mostly poverty. Most of these
children are in the farming areas in the Western Cape, and
must be reached and provided this opportunity to access
education.
The promotion of access to higher education for all
students including the poor, as well as skills development
in general, is a critical part of the ANC government`s
human resource development strategy. This priority is
being given the necessary attention.
Rural Development and land reform
At the Polokwane conference, concerns were raised
about weaknesses in the land restitution process and rural

Local government
The ANC study into the state of local government
indicatedthat a lot needs to be corrected to improve
service delivery.
Among the matters that must be attended to is the
SUREOHPDWLF UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ PXQLFLSDO RIÀFLDOV
elected representatives and political parties. We reiterate
WKH YLHZ WKDW VHQLRU PXQLFLSDO RIÀFLDOV VKRXOG QRW KROG
fulltime leadership positions in political parties, as this
causes tensions that hinder service delivery.
We commend all the hardworking councilors who are the
ÀUVWSRUWRI FDOOLQFRPPXQLWLHV0RYLQJIRUZDUGWRWKH
2011 elections, drawing from experience, we should ensure
that our deployment procedures enable us to produce
more highly committed, effective and disciplined cadres to
help us improve service delivery in this sphere.
To succeed in transforming local government, the ANC
must continue to be part of the lives and experiences of
our people. The fundamental principle is that we must
remain truthful to our people at all times, even when
we have not met their expectations. We must tell them
WKH GLIÀFXOWLHV ZH FRPH DFURVV LQFOXGLQJ WKH UHDOLW\ WKDW
resources are not limitless.
Last year, we experienced protests in various areas in the
country, which were said to be linked to service delivery.
These protests were also accompanied by unacceptable
activities such as violence and destruction of property.
While we appreciate the frustration and impatience, it
is puzzling why people burn a clinic to demonstrate to
government that they need a school.
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We have criss-crossed the country in recent months to
engage our people. If they are informed, they understand
DQG ZRUN ZLWK XV WR ÀQG VROXWLRQV 7KHUHIRUH $1&
structures must not allow a gap to develop between them
and the people.
International relations
We contribute to the promotion of a better Africa and
a better world. Our main goal in implementing the ANC
Manifesto is the creation of an environment conducive for
economic growth and development.
South Africa remains seized with a number of priority
programmes of the African Union such as building
continental unity, strengthening regional economic
communities, infrastructure development, health
promotion, especially maternal and child health, as well as
peace and stability. We have revived party-to-party relations
with former liberation movements especially in the SADC
region, as directed by the national conference.
The Secretary General meets with his counterparts
regularly, taking forward the cooperation between the
respective movements. A Presidential Summit was held in
7DQ]DQLDLQ0D\WKLV\HDUDQGUHDIÀUPHGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI 
constant engagement amongst these historic formations.
We look forward to a key role by these movements when
we celebrate the ANC centenary in 2012.
The ANC continues to strengthen South-to-South
Cooperation, both politically and economically, through
platforms such as IBSA and the China-Africa Forum.
We continue to advance African Union-European relations,
as well as relations with between Africa and Asia, Caricom
and other regions.
We work with like-minded countries to promote support
for the Kyoto Protocol on climate change. The ANC also
continues to support the self-determination efforts of the
Western Sahara, under the leadership of Polisario to ensure
the liberation of the last colony on the African continent.
We continue to pledge our support to the Cubans in their
campaign to end the economic blockade against their
country.
We support the quest for a solution to the Israeli- Palestine
question and back the two-state solution. We participate in
the G20, World Trade Organisation and other forums as
part of promoting a new world order.
The ANC, as the oldest liberation movement in the
continent, is expected to play a key role on matters
impacting on the continent and the developing world.
We will not shy away from playing this role, as part of
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advancing the African agenda.

PROMOTING THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
HEGEMONY OF THE ANC
The ANC has always been an inclusive organisation,
drawing to its ranks all who share its desire to achieve the
society outlined in the Freedom Charter, a South Africa
belonging to all who live in it, united in their diversity.
We have spent the last two years since conference engaging
various sectors of society to unite our people around the
common vision of a united, prosperous, non-racial, nonsexist and democratic South Africa, free of poverty and
deprivation.
In the true character of the non-racial and unifying nature
of the ANC, we have met minority groupings such as the
HIP Alliance (Hellenic, Italian, Portuguese communities)
as well as Afrikaner communities.
To promote a shared growth path, we have engaged
organised business, while we engaged the religious sector,
traditional leaders and healers on our social development
agenda.
We also take this unity message to opposition parties
represented in parliament whom we meet to discuss issues
that can be regarded as being in the national interest, which
should not cause polarisation amongst us.
We must also build on the unity, cohesion and patriotism
that was on display during the 2010 FIFA Soccer World
Cup. South Africans displayed deep-seated love for their
country, its symbols and their national soccer team and
welcomed the world with open arms.
We were able to showcase all that is positive about our
country - that we are a nation that can keep its undertakings,
which has sophisticated infrastructure as well as excellent
organisational and project management skills. We also
showcased possibilities in our criminal justice system as the
performance of the police, courts, intelligence community
and others indicated we have the capability to deal with
crime decisively.
Most importantly, we gained a reputation as a highly
HIÀFLHQWKRVSLWDEOHDQGIULHQGO\SHRSOHLQWKHZRUOG:H
must now use that expertise and experience to improve the
delivery of services to our people.
We once again congratulate the South African people for
helping us to deal with the stereotype that nothing good
can come out of Africa, and also for proving that South
Africa is indeed a winning nation. Most importantly, we
congratulate the ANC for working so hard for 98 years, so
that South Africa can be free and be able to host the world
in this greatest sports spectacle of all time.
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We will take the promotion of unity, success and cohesion
forward on Heritage Day when we gather at Moses Mabhida
Stadium to celebrate the World Cup and everything that
XQLWHVDQGGHÀQHVWKH6RXWK$IULFDQSHRSOH
The next biggest African celebration of all time will be the
centenary of the ANC, to be celebrated in Mangaung on
the 8th of January 2012. It will bring together Africa and
the world, as the history of this movement has always been
internationalist in character.
I took the opportunity while attending the African Union
summit in Ethiopia recently to invite all African Heads of
State to join us when we celebrate, as we did for the World
Cup. All ANC branches must start preparing in earnest for
this historic celebration.

CONCLUSION
As we commence with the business of this NGC, each and
everyone of us here, must vow to make the ANC more
stronger when we leave, than it was when we started this
meeting.
Every delegate here must contribute in the discussions
about policies so that the ANC can govern more effectively
and better.
Millions of South Africans have their hopes on this NGC,
in order to improve their lives. We dare not fail them.
Amandla!
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NGC... in pics
NGC Delegates singing the “Solomon” song W

Delegates listening attenatively to the reportback from Commissions W
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REPORT OF NGC COMMISSIONS

5

(AS ADOPTED)

Political and Organisational reports, Strategy & Tactics,
Organisational and Leadership Renewal and Gender
Introduction

was noted that the Report should have been taken
to commissions for detailed discussion by delegates
like other reports. This shortcoming should be corrected in future so that the NGC deliberates fully
and tracks the implementation of the Polokwane
Conference resolutions.

1. The NGC received the Political Report of the President and the NEC’s Organisational and Financial
Reports on the 1st Day. On the 2nd Day, the commissions debated all the reports together with the
discussion documents on Strategy and Tactics, Organisational and Leadership Renewal and the Gender perspective of the ANC.

On the Strategy and Tactics

2.

The delegates discussed at length challenges facing our movement and our country, sending a clear
message that without a strong and united ANC our
vision of a national democratic society will not be
realised.

7.

3.

,QWKH$1&·VWUDGLWLRQVRI VHOIUHÁHFWLRQDQGVHOI
correction, the NGC was characterised by frank,
robust and fearless debates among delegates. The
hallmark of such debates was mutual respect and
WKHZLOOLQJQHVVWRLQÁXHQFHDQGEHLQÁXHQFHG

v That the objective of the NDR is to unite all
South Africans to build a united, non-racial,
non-sexist, democratic and prosperous South
Africa.

Having discussed the Political and Organisational
reports, the NGC agreed that the reports sum up
the national political situation and the state of organisation since the 52nd National Conference. It
was further noted that the reports give a clear account of the progress made in implementing the
resolutions of Polokwane Conference. Further,
Council welcomed the forthright manner in which
the reports outline the challenges and weaknesses
that plague our movement currently and the bold
action required to confront and overcome them.

v That the NDR seeks to resolve the main and interrelated contradictions of national oppression
based on race, super-exploitation of black workers and the triple oppression of black women.

4.

5.

6.

Accordingly, Council adopted the Political and Organisational reports. All matters of detail raised by
delegates in various commissions and plenary were
referred to the NEC for follow-up.
Council welcomed the Financial Report presented
WRSOHQDU\DQGDGRSWHGLWDVDWUXHUHÁHFWLRQRI WKH
VWDWH RI  ÀQDQFHV RI  WKH RUJDQLVDWLRQ +RZHYHU LW

The NGC discussed the critical issues raised by
Strategy and Tactics (2007) on the character of the
NDR, the motive forces, the character of the ANC
and the domestic and global balance of forces. It
was noted that we should remain consistent in explaining:

v That the main content of the National Democratic Revolution is the liberation of blacks and
Africans in particular, the majority of whom are
poor and female; and

8.

Council further noted that this informs the character of the ANC and the motive forces. The following matters of emphasis were raised in this regard:
v The multi-class character of the ANC, with its
bias towards the working class and the poor.
v That the ANC continues to be the strategic centre of power, the leader of the Alliance, a disciplined force of the left, and a mass movement
with an internationalist and an anti-imperialist
outlook.
v The need for a special focus on those among the
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motive forces that, over the last 16 years, have
QRW EHQHÀWWHG PXFK IURP SURJUHVV LQ H[SHULencing an improved quality of life on a sustainable basis.
v We must build the capacity of the black masses,
the working class and women in terms of political consciousness and organisation. This should
include a focus on sectoral strategies for different classes and strata within the motive forces
and closing the gap between the movement and
civil society. At no time should the ANC take
for granted its leadership of the motive forces.
The movement should always earn leadership
through direct engagement with and working
WR HQVXUH WKDW WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ EHQHÀWV PRWLYH
forces, especially the working class and the poor.

dom and towards the Centenary of the Freedom
Charter in 2055.
v A non-sexistSouth Africa  ZH FRQÀUP WKDW WKH
triple oppression of women, and the intersection of gender oppression with race and class,
requires a dedicated struggle within a struggle
for a non-sexist South Africa. We are making
progress in this regard, through efforts to improve the quality of life of women and their
empowerment in all programmes of social and
economic transformation. Secondly, we also
seek to eradicate patriarchal relations by creating a gendered environment and perspective in
everything we do, challenging practices, institutions and attitudes that continue to treat women
as inferior.

v The emergent black business class is an imporWDQWSURGXFWRI WKHEUHDNWKURXJKDQGZH
should build their consciousness and capacity
to be productive and play a progressive role in
the transformation of the economy, especially
in pursuit of our agenda for decent work, jobcreating growth, equity and empowerment.
9.

v A prosperous South Africa: We have made progUHVVVLQFHZLWKDGGUHVVLQJWKHDSDUWKHLGFRlonialist legacy of underdevelopment, through
the expansion of basic services, provision of
infrastructure and laying the foundation for economic transformation. The fault lines of apartheid colonialism and patriarchy still see poverty
ODUJHO\GHÀQHGRQWKHEDVLVRI UDFHDQGJHQGHU
the persistence and new forms of inequality, the
realities of the geography of apartheid, slow
changes in patterns of land ownership and a
largely untransformed economy. This latter issue
is of particular importance, since we recognised
in Strategy and Tactics (2007) that the eradication of apartheid production relations is more
than just an issue of social justice. It is also that
these relations act as a break on the economy
and on the building of a prosperous society. The
GHEDWHRQDQGÀQDOLVDWLRQRI WKH1HZ*URZWK
Path, and the work of the National Planning
Commission are therefore critical.

With regards to our vision of a united, non-racial,
non-sexist, democratic and prosperous society, it
was noted that since 2007:
v A democratic South Africa: democracy is becoming entrenched through the Constitution and
the institutions and processes we put in place.
However, we must continue to deepen people’s
participation in the processes of change and development.
v A united and non-racial South Africa: The 2010
World Cup has shown the tremendous potential South Africa has for building national unity.
At the same time, we need to work at building
a common South African identity and people’s
culture. We must continue the discussions on
the national question, with regards to so-called
national minorities, the unity of the African
people, deracialisation of our society and building a truly non-racial society. In addition, the
contradictions in our society require that we pay
attention to social cohesion, and the factors (in
addition to race) that contribute towards tearing at the social fabric of our society and undermining unity, such as poverty and inequality,
crime, corruption and gender-based violence. It
is furthermore the responsibility of the ANC as
leader of the progressive forces, to engage and
unite all of society around a common vision for
South Africa during the Second Decade of Free-
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10.

&RXQFLO UHDIÀUPHG WKH ÀYH SLOODUV RI  VRFLDO
transformation in which the ANC must intensify
work and lead: the state, the economy, organisational
work, ideological struggle, and international work.
Work in each of these areas should be undertaken
consciously and programmatically, and we must
ensure indicators in each of these pillars, so that
we are able to monitor progress over time, and
the impact of work in these pillars on our vision
of a united, democratic, non-sexist, non-racial and
prosperous South Africa and on the motive forces.

11.

Council noted the changes in the domestic and
global balance of forces since Polokwane and
agreed with the Political overview that the shift in
economic power towards Asia and the challenge to
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WKHQHROLEHUDOKHJHPRQ\ZLWKWKHJOREDOÀQDQFLDO
crisis open opportunities for more progressive
national developmental paths.

a decisive turning point in tackling, arresting and
reversing the negative tendencies thathave eroded
and threaten to erode the political integrity and
moral standing of the ANC among our people. The
3rd NGC has to be remembered as the gathering
that went beyond condemning sins of incumbency
and other misbehaviour such as ill-discipline and
factionalism. From now onwards, decisive action
has to be taken by the leadership and membership to
UHQHZRXUPRYHPHQWDQGÀJKWWHQDFLRXVO\DJDLQVW
any tendency to erode the character, principles, core
values and culture of the ANC.

Programmatic issues towards 2012
12.

The political education committee should prepare
rigorous discussion documents on the following
matters, in preparations for the National Policy and
National Conference of 2012:
v The domestic and global balance of forces, including future trends and the implications for
our agenda.
v Progress and challenges with building a nonracial, united and non-sexist society.

17.

Accordingly, we emerge from NGC with a renewed
determination, resolve and tenacity to cultivate
and restore the core values and principles of our
PRYHPHQWXQLW\VHOÁHVVDQGVWHDGIDVWFRPPLWPHQW
WRVHUYHWKHSHRSOHVDFULÀFHFROOHFWLYHOHDGHUVKLS
humility, honesty, discipline, hard work, internal
debate, constructive criticism and self-criticism and
mutual respect.

18.

Council concurs with the conclusion of the
discussion documents that for renewal to succeed,
LWUHTXLUHVVLJQLÀFDQWPRELOLVDWLRQDQGOHDGHUVKLS
a leadership that is resilient, courageous, principled
and decisive; committed cadreship and politically
conscious membership; an active civil society and
a mobilised population. Urgent steps will need to
be taken by the movement as a whole to organise
all sectors of the democratic movement and civil
society around our programme of renewal.

19.

Council was concerned that the NEC was not
showing the necessary courage, consistency and
steadfastness in tackling the negative tendencies
DIÁLFWLQJ WKH PRYHPHQW $FFRUGLQJO\ WKH 1*&
called upon the NEC to lead renewal with renewed
vigour and energy, providing decisive, exemplary
and inspiring leadership to our movement and our
people as we move to the Centenary.

20.

Equally, Council called upon all cadres who
occupy positions of leadership and authority in
the movement, the Alliance, the state and civil
society at all levels to embrace the core message
of renewal and live the values of our movement
at all times. Delegates agree that it is through
force of example that we can provide moral and
political leadership to our people in their ongoing
quest to build a caring society based on values of
human solidarity, equity, justice and fairness.

21.

In this regard, the NGC adopted a set of
programmatic tasks that should be undertaken

v The relationship with capital, in the context of
a new growth pathand our conceptualisation of
the developmental state.
13.

We must ensure broad understanding and
consciousness of Strategy and Tactics among ANC
membership and structures, as an integral part of
our political education, Imvuselelo campaign and
leadership development. In particular, we must
ensure that ANC branches analyse the motive forces
at local level, so that we put conscious strategies in
place so that our mobilisation and our membership
UHÁHFWWKHPRWLYHIRUFHV

On organisation-building and renewal
14.

Since the clarion call for renewal was made by
the Polokwane Conference, much time was
spent developing a common theoretical basis
and identifying the course of action that must
be undertaken to take forward the resolution on
organisational renewal: “The preservation of
the movement’s character, culture and values in a
changing context and new conditions of struggle
is the central focus of the organisational renewal
effort in the run-up to the Centenary of the ANC
in 2012.”

15.

Council appreciated the NEC’s work in developing
the discussion documents on Organisational Renewal
and Leadership Renewal, Discipline and Organisational
Culture as an important step in taking forward the
resolutions of Polokwane Conference. Going
forward, the NEC needs to develop a concrete plan
of action to implement the proposals made in these
two documents, all of which were adopted by the
NGC.

16.

The delegates overwhelmingly want the 3rd NGC
to go down in history as the gathering that marked
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some NEC members to fuel divisive practices
and promote certain candidates in leadership
elections in provinces, regions and the Leagues
should be nipped in the bud immediately by the
NEC itself because these erode the standing of
the entire NEC collective among the membership. The same tendencies must also be rooted
out amongthe members of the NEC’s of the
Leagues, PECs and RECs across the country.

to renew the movement in its entirety and speed
up the implementation of the 52nd National
Conference resolution on Organisational Renewal:

Programmatic tasks towards 2012
22.

On building branches
v :H UHDIÀUP WKH FHQWUDOLW\ RI  WKH EUDQFK DQG
the importance of grassroots activism in ensuring that renewal succeeds. Branches constitute
the foundation and basic unit of our organisation and they have to be much stronger and
more rooted in and connected to communities
if our movement is to survive as the progressive force for change and trusted servant of the
people. We therefore need to deploy resources
towards strengthening and politically empowering branches to lead communities effectively.
v In this regard, we must speed up the decision
WR HVWDEOLVK EUDQFK RIÀFHV DQG LPSURYLQJ RXU
research capacity at the branch level in understanding the communities so that we remain
hegemonic in society. That by the time we hold
the 53rd National Conference, the NEC must
have concluded the implementation of the deciVLRQWRUHDOORFDWHRI PHPEHUVKLSIHHVWR
branches on a more regular basis than it is at the
moment.
v Every branch should have a standing monthly
political education programme and a set of campaigns that address issues affecting local communities.
v The NEC and PECs should make a concerted
effort in contributing directly to the work of
building branches – leadership should be seen
much more on the ground interacting with the
membership to explain and cultivate the core
values and principles of our movement.

23.

On unity and cohesion
v The NGC welcomed and appreciated the efforts
and diligent work of the NEC and all structures
that maintained unity and stability especially in
the run-up to the 2009 elections when some
former leaders tried unsuccessfully to split our
movement. Delegates believe that unity remains
the bedrock upon which the long term success
and survival our movement depends.
v In this regard, Council further called for exemplary conduct, steadfast leadership and decisive action on the part of the NEC in rooting
out factionalist and divisive tendencies in both
the ANC and its Leagues. Tendencies among
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v Ongoing political and ideological work should
be undertaken to educate ordinary members in
branches and grassroots structures that they are
guardians of unity and core values of the ANC
and should therefore intervene when those in
leadership cause disunity in the ranks.

24.

On discipline and revolutionary conduct
v The NGC is extremely concerned about the
breakdown of discipline and rising levels of
misconduct in the ranks since the 2005 NGC
and the past two-and-half years since Polokwane Conference.
v &RXQFLO FULWLFLVHG WKH 1(& IRU QRW EHLQJ ÀUP
and consistent in enforcing discipline among all
ANC members, including among NEC members. Acts of ill-discipline in the constituent
organs of the ANC such as the Leagues and
public attacks by our Alliance partners have a direct negative bearing on the image and integrity
of the ANC in society. Inconsistent application
of rules and inaction were roundly condemned
by commissions. The NEC in particular and all
constitutional structures in general are called
XSRQWRDFWZLWKÀUPQHVVIDLUQHVVDQGFRQVLVtency in enforcing Rule 25 of the ANC Constitution. There should be no confusing signals
and messages from the leadership on matters of
discipline and integrity.
v Council calls for a vigorous programme to promote integrity and cultivate revolutionary conduct across the movement. Further, Council
calls for the establishment of an Integrity Committee of the ANC to drive this programme. The
committee will also focus on curbing and combating possible abuse of power and corruption
among ANC leaders and members at all levels.
Such a structure must be composed mainly of
those who have served the movement for a longer period of time, with a proven track record
of integrity and self-discipline. The NEC needs
to urgently develop guidelines for the Integrity
Committee so that it can start functioning with
immediate effect.
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v The recruitment drive must be accompanied by
a massive political education campaign in every
branch to ensure that all the new recruits understand the basic history and core values and principles of the ANC. Commissions are concerned
that chasing membership growth without a concerted membership political development programme will threaten the long-term survival of
the ANC and increase its vulnerability to sins of
incumbency.

v Council instructs the NEC to review Rule 25 of
the Constitution and develop a detailed Code of
Conduct that should be taken to the 53rd National Conference. Part of the review should be to
ensure that public representatives don’t receive
special treatment on matters of discipline.

25.

On organisational work
v The NGC noted that the Polokwane Conference resolution calling for NEC and PEC members to dedicate more time to grassroots work
has not been taken forward consistently.

27.

v &RXQFLOLVRI WKHÀUPYLHZWKDWSROLWLFDOHGXFDtion is the cornerstone of organisational renewal. Commissions appreciated the steps taken by
the NEC to operationalise and institutionalise
the political school at national level and in several provinces. The NEC will need to report much
greater progress at the Centenary Conference.

v The NEC must go back to the practice of briefing structures directly after every NEC meeting
about the key decisions as a form of accountability and information sharing. This will ensure
that structures are not dependent on media reports about organisational decisions.
v Council’s view is that all NEC members should
be deployed throughout the country on the mission to talk to ANC members and supporters in
communities as part of Imvuselelo Campaign.
This will give the leadership an opportunity to
communicate the core message and conclusions
of the NGC and lay the ground for and generate
excitement on the Centenary preparations.
v Council mandates the NEC to develop detailed
guidelines on the circumstances that should lead
to the dissolution or disbandment of structures
so that every level of the organisation can understand what would lead to their dissolution.
Such guidelines should be tabled for discussion
and possible inclusion in the ANC Constitution
in 2012.

26.

On membership
v The NGC welcomed the launch of the Imvuselelo and One Million Members Campaign
and further appreciated the work being done by
the President and Deputy President in visiting
different provinces. This work should be undertaken on a much larger scale by the entire NEC
in order to have sustained impact in the run-up
to the Centenary.
v The Membership system must be improved urgently in line with the Polokwane Conference
resolutions and subsequent NEC decisions as
contained in the Organisational report to the
NGC. This will boost the One Million Membership drive. This includes taking urgent steps to
decentralise the membership system to regions
with the necessary capacity.

On cadreship development

v The NEC should ensure that further work is
undertaken to roll out a political education programme across the country at provincial, regional, sub-regional, zonal and branch level and
monitor strict adherence.
v Our cadre programme should also consciously
seek to empower and educate our public representatives and deployees in all three spheres of
government.

28.

On leadership renewal
v The NGC’s view is that one of the most sigQLÀFDQW FRQWULEXWLRQV WKDW WKH $1& KDV PDGH
to our country and continent over many years is
WULHGDQGWHVWHGOHDGHUVZKRLQVSLUHFRQÀGHQFH
and trust among the masses of the people. Further, Commissions agree that if the ANC is to
remain the best school for leadership in our
country and continent, it has to invest hugely
in leadership development and the cultivation
of the core values of our movement among
younger generations. This task cannot be left to
chance or to the highest bidder. The leadership
election processes require constant attention so
that they are democratic and free from manipuODWLRQDQGH[WHUQDOLQÁXHQFHV
v &RXQFLOLVRI WKHÀUPYLHZWKDWDVZHPRYHWR
the 53rd National Conference, the ANC Constitution should be reviewed so that it makes it
explicitly clear that members elected to serve in
upper structures of the movement should not
stand for election in lower structures. This practice should be discouraged with immediate effect because it creates an impression or culture
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among members that only few comrades are capable of serving in leadership positions.
v &RXQFLOUHDIÀUPVWKHSULQFLSOHRI DJHQHUDWLRQDO
mix in the composition of ANC leadership collectives as a longstanding practice of the movement. What is important is that individual cadres
should be assessed in relation to the contribution they can make to the tasks of the movement in a given phase of the struggle, instead
of representing a generation. In other words,
every cadre has to pass “through the eye of the
needle”. In addition, Council calls for a more
open and structured discussion on the question
of the different generations that constitute our
movement and their unique contributions to the
different phases of our revolution, in the past
and at the present moment.

29.

liance should, among others, discuss a joint
programme of renewal, which should include
matters of discipline and revolutionary conduct among the leadership of the Alliance at
all levels.

31.

On building the Alliance
v

v
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v

7KH 1*& UHDIÀUPV WKH EXLOGLQJ RI  D QRQ
sexist societyas one of the strategic objectives
of the ANC. Central to this is the complete
eradication of triple oppression suffered by
black women, especially the working class and
African women.

v

&RXQFLOLVRI WKHÀUPYLHZLWLVDFROOHFWLYH
responsibility of the entire movement to realise the goal of a society wherein issues of
JHQGHUFODVVDQGUDFHDUHQRPRUHWKHGHÀQing features of the society we seek to build.
In this regard we must continue to inculcate
progressive values in society.

v

Council recognises work being done in addressing challenges of the gender agenda in
society. This is evident in the transformation
of the state, the economy and many sectors
of society wherein women are now playing
VLJQLÀFDQWUROHVZKLFKZHUHSUHYLRXVO\VHHQ
as those of men.

On lobbying
v Council adopted the proposals on lobbying in
the leadership renewal document. The NEC
should develop an implementation plan on this
matter in line with Polokwane Conference resolution in order to curb the possible abuse of lobbying or manipulation of the membership.

30.

On Gender

The NGC agree that the Alliance was formed
out of struggle and out of a shared vision as
articulated in the Freedom Charter. It is based
on the understanding that each Alliance component enjoys political independence from
one another, but also acknowledges the role
and responsibilities of the ANC as the strategic centre of power and leader of the Alliance.
Council further called on the entire ANC
to remain focused on the task of building a
strong and united Alliance that is capable of
defending and advancing the tasks of the National Democratic Revolution.

v

Council emphasised the need to continue to
engage on key theoretical questions so that
we can continue to sharpen our understanding of the tasks of the NDR.

v

Council endorsed the NEC’s call that the Alliance leadershipavoid public spats because
this alien behavior undermines the integrity
and standing of the Alliance among ordinary
people who have huge respect for the role
played by individual Alliance partners in the
struggle for freedom. In this regard, the Al-

Programmatic tasks on gender towards 2012
+DYLQJLGHQWLÀHGSURJUHVVPDGHLQWKLVUHJDUGWKH1*&
is of the view that much more needs to be done. These
relate to the following programmatic tasks towards 2012:
v

Implementation of the 50/50 gender parity policy at
all levels and across society.

v

We must continue to build a developmental state that
will intervene in addressing gender equality; in all the
institutions of the state, the economy and society.

v

Furthermore the state must enforce the implementation of legislation and policies are geared towards
addressing this challenge, including fast-tracking the
introduction of the Gender Equality Bill. This will accelerate the transformation of society, institutions and
practices and further lead to economic independence
of women.

v

More work needs to be done to educate society on the
importance of gender struggles and also on women
emancipation in the context of gender relations as socially constructed.

v

As we prepare for the 20th anniversary of freedom
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organisational renewal process. They are the
custodians of the history, values and culture
of our movement, to which they contributed
so immensely. Their role as the guardians of
WKHUHYROXWLRQZDVUHDIÀUPHGDQGWKH\VKRXOG
intervene decisively and in a structured way
whenever they feel something is going wrong
in the movement. The Veterans League has
a crucial role to play in the political school
and general political education programmes
of our movement.

and democracy, we must provide a detailed account
on work done in addressing challenges of gender.
v

That the NEC must ensure that at all levels of the organisation subcommittees on Gender are established
and are functional.

v

As part of emancipating women, we must dedicate
resources towards rural women as they are the most
vulnerable, due to cultural practices, and lack of access
to information and economic empowerment.

v

The Women’s Ministry must be speedily capacitated
so that it can intervene in addressing challenges of
gender.

v

As the ANC we must ensure that all our work is gender-sensitive and conscious of women’s needs.

v

In the run-up to its Centenary, the NEC should make
an audit of traditional and cultural practices that undermine women and impede progress towards gender
equality. This should lead to the adoption of an intervention plan.

32.

On the Leagues
v 7KH 1DWLRQDO *HQHUDO &RXQFLO UHDIÀUPV WKH
role, relationship with the mother body and
the autonomy of the Youth and Women’s
Leagues as set out in the Constitution of the
ANC.
v

The NGC congratulated the ANC Youth
/HDJXHRQLWVVXFFHVVIXOÀUVW1DWLRQDO*HQeral Council held in August 2010.

v

Council’s view is that the programme of organisational renewal is also critical for the
Youth League, given the socio-economic
challenges faced by young people, and the
ever-changing needs and opportunities of
new generations. The twin tasks of the
Youth League of championing the interests
of young people in the ANC and in society
and as a preparatory school for new cadres of
WKHPRYHPHQWDUHUHDIÀUPHG

v

v

The renewal of the ANC Women’s League is
fundamental to the long-term success of the
struggle of women’s emancipation and gender equality, for women to take their rightful
place and for the transformation of gender
relations in the movement and in society. Renewal of the ANCWL is therefore important.
Council welcomed the launch of the Veterans
League as an important development since
the Polokwane Conference. The veterans
have a critically important role to play in the

33.

On MKMVA
v The NGC noted the progress made in implementing the resolution of the 52nd National
Conference on MKMVA, especially on the
establishment of the Ministry of Defence
and Military Veterans. However, there is still
no systematic and structured programme to
take forward other aspects the integration and
utilisation of MKMVA members as an organisational resource. The NGC acknowledges
the contribution of MK cadres as politically
trained and disciplined cadres of the movement and their knowledge is still required in
pursuing the objectives of the NDR.
v

Council further mandates the NEC to engage
with MKMVA on programs that will facilitate
their integration and utilisation of former
MK combatants in strengthening organisation.

v

Council acknowledges and further endorses the need for the revival of the
commissariat and its relevance to the ANC at
this point in time. The commissariat will focus on the following strategic areas:
o

o
o

o

o

Contribute towards the stabilisation
of the ANC and the alliance partners
through effective political education, in
line with the ANC political programmes;
Contribute towards strengthening the
ANC to meet its manifesto priorities;
Contribute towards the general ANC effort in the 2011 local government elections;
Ensure that the ANC reaches its 100
years as a strong and united organization
and ready to take its rich history, legacy
and culture of service to the people into
the second centenary;
Serve as a resource in research and politi-

25

Report of the 3rd National General Council
cal analysis of the balance of forces and
the alignment of class forces, including
trends both internal and international
v

34.

26

The following organisational matters should
FODULÀHGLQGLVFXVVLRQZLWK0.09$1(&
o Commissariat
o Relationship with the Veterans League
o Relationship with the Secretary General’s
RIÀFH
o Role within the Alliance
o Resourcing of MKMVA

On the Centenary preparations
v

The NGC noted that the Centenary of the
ANC will be celebrated in 2012. The NGC
FRQÀUPVWKHIDFWWKDWWKH$1&ZLOOEHWXUQing one hundred years is a major achievement
and historic for the people of South Africa,
the continent and the world. This is particularly so because the ANC is a parliament of
the people whose historic mission remains
that of uniting the people of South Africa
and continent around the vision of a better
Africa and better world.

v

Council welcomed and approved the comprehensive programme for centenary celebrations presented to plenary on the 1st Day of
the NGC by the National Chairperson. While
it is correct that the celebrations will be international, national and local, the NGC called
for greater localisation of the celebrations so
that our people across the length and breadth
of our country, in rural and urban areas, far
and near could be involved in the occasion.
This includes the need to raise resources locally so that the celebrations are not bureauFUDWLVHGVWLÁLQJORFDOLQLWLDWLYHVLQSURYLQFHV
regions and communities.

v

The proposed establishment of the ANC
Heritage 2012 Institute to act as a single,
representative and authoritative depiction
of ANC history was fully supported by the
NGC. Accordingly, Council so decides that
the Institute should be established at the
birthplace of the ANC in Mangaung, Free
State province.
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EDUCATION
Making education a national priority – progress
since Polokwane
1.

On free education for the poor
2.

The National General Council noted the following
areas of progress and work in progress to implement decisions of Polokwane and the 2009 Elections Manifesto:
1.1

1.2

1.3

1.3.2

2.2

3.

Clear measurable targets for improving critical aspects of the
system, covering Grade R to
Grade 12.
Development of the Annual National Assessment (ANA) tests
into a credible system that makes
us all accountable for achieving
standards.

3RORNZDQH UHVROXWLRQ : “The no-fee
schools be expanded to 60% by 2009” and
5HVROXWLRQ  “Progressively introduce free
education for the poor until undergraduate level”.

That Government has developed Action
Plan to 2014: Towards Schooling 2025, which
provides a comprehensive plan for the
turnaround of the system. Key strategies
in the plan to improve delivery substantially include the following:
1.3.1

4.

2009 Election Manifesto: “Work towards a
free and compulsory education for all children.
As the immediate step it will ensure that at least
60% of schools are no-fee schools”.

The NGC acknowledged progress and work in
progress on meeting the goal of free education:
3.1

No-fee school policy: Target for 2010 of
RI OHDUQHUVLQQRIHHVFKRROV&XUUHQWO\DSSUR[LPDWHO\RI OHDUQHUV DSprox. 8 million learners) nationally attend
approximately 19 900 no-fee schools.

3.2

Extension of the no-fee policy to cover
primary as well as secondary schools.

3.3

Poor learners in fee-paying schools accommodated by the fee exemption policy.

The NGC noted the following challenges discussed by the commission:
4.1

Adequacy of money that is actually budgeted and reaches schools – especially in
respect of small and rural schools.

1.3.3

Working with and through provincial education departments.

4.2

1.3.4

Re-orientation
of
departments to support provinces and
schools.

The policy and implementation of the
TXLQWLOHV\VWHPPXVWEHFODULÀHGWRDYRLG
negative impact on poor learners.

4.3

Post-provisioning for small and rural
schools must be evaluated – including
multi-grade teaching.

4.4

Ensure provision of basic services by
municipalities are consistent with our
pro-poor objectives.

4.5

The fact that education is a priority of
JRYHUQPHQW VKRXOG ÀQG H[SUHVVLRQ LQ
the budget process.

1.3.5
1.4

2.1

The creation of the ministries of Higher
Education and Training and Basic Education, to ensure focused attention on
distinct areas of the system.
7KH LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ RI  EDVLF HGXFDWLRQ DV
the number one priority in Government’s
Programme of Action.

7KH 1*& DIÀUPHG WKH IROORZLQJ UHVROXWLRQV RQ
free education for the Poor:

Very strong focus on a social
contract with teachers.

7KH $FWLRQ 3ODQ SURYLGHV IRU WKH ÀUVW
time, a common and integrated plan for
the entire sector (including national and
all provinces) and should help to focus
the attention of the country. Progress reported to the NGC must be seen as inteJUDOSDUWRI WKH$FWLRQ3ODQWR

On adult basic education and training (ABET)
5.

7KH 1*& DIÀUPHG WKH IROORZLQJ UHVROXWLRQV RQ
adult basic education and training:
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6.

5.1

3RORNZDQH5HVROXWLRQ“…review Adult
Basic Education and Training (ABET) so as
to ensure that it better responds to the skills demand”.

5.2

2009 Election Manifesto: “Ensuring that
South Africa is completely liberated from illiteracy by 2014 through our mass literacy campaign - Kha ri Gude”.

The NGC acknowledged progress and work in
progress in meeting the goal of eliminating adult
LOOLWHUDF\E\
6.1

9.2

10.

The Kha Ri Gude massive literacy campaign contributes to the Government’s
Poverty Alleviation Strategy by employLQJ   SUDFWLWLRQHUV ZKR KDYH VXFcessfully eradicated illiteracy among at
least a million adults in the past two years.

6.2

Approximately R500 million has been
paid out in the form of allowances to
volunteers who are mainly youth and unemployed.

6.3

The need to investigate reported problems around payment of staff in Kha Ri
Gude as well as sustainability, sudden discontinuation, uniformity of stipend, and
career-pathing of adult literacy trainers.

Career guidance
7.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHGWKH3RORNZDQH5HVROXWLRQ
that: “Career guidance be a compulsory subject
from grade 8 upwards.”

8.

Council noted progress with implementation of
this resolution, in particular the introduction of
Life Orientation as a compulsory subject from
Grades R-12 in the National Curriculum Statement (NCS), with career guidance currently integrated in the Life Orientation curriculum from
Grades 8-12.

11.

The NGC acknowledged progress with implementation of these policy positions:
10.1

The National Teacher Development
Summit was held in June 2009 and produced a detailed national teacher development action plan including activities,
timelines, responsibilities and outputs for
WKHQH[WÀYH\HDUVQHVWHGLQDORQJHUWHUP
strategy to ensure a sustainable teacher
development system. The focus is on
improving teacher subject and pedagogical knowledge to realise the rights of all
learners to quality education.

10.2

Around 130 000 teachers per year receive
support through funded programmes
DQGRI WHDFKHUVKDYHUHFHLYHGVXSport through short-term workshops.

10.3

The Department of Basic Education and
the South African Council of Educators
are developing a Continuing Professional
Teacher Development Management system, which will enhance involvement and
measurement of teacher professional development activities.

The NGC further noted the following additional
challenges, that require urgent attention arising
from the commission discussions:
11.1

&ODULÀFDWLRQRQWKHFRQÀUPHGGXDOLW\RI 
roles must be urgently addressed.

11.2

The question of the impact of remuneration of teachers and their professionalism
must be urgently addressed – especially
the question of housing.

11.3

Quality of training currently offered at
higher education institutions (HEIs) in
respect of pedagogy and content should
be addressed by credible training options.

Teacher quality, development, supply and
remuneration
9.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHGWKHIROORZLQJUHVROXWLRQVDQG
policy positions:
9.1
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3RORNZDQH5HVROXWLRQ´1HZFXUULFXlum must be accompanied with skills development of teachers.”

2009 Election Manifesto:“Promote the
status of teachers, ensuring the employment of adequate numbers, and improving their remuneration and training, as
an important part of our drive to ensure
that quality teaching becomes the norm,
rather than the exception. Together with
the trade unions, we need to ensure that
teachers are in school, in class, on time,
teaching, that there is no abuse of learners and no neglect of duty”.
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Developing the capacity of Principals
12.

13.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHG3RORNZDQH5HVROXWLRQ“To
DIÀUP WKDW DOO SULQFLSDOV VKRXOG XQGHUWDNH D OHDGHUVKLS
management and governance course.”

mathematics, science, and technology and language development”.
17.

17.1

7KH FRPSOHWLRQ RI  D QDWLRQDO ÀHOGWHVW
RQWKH$GYDQFHG&HUWLÀFDWHLQ(GXFDWLRQ
(ACE): School Management and Leadership targeting principals (2007-2009).
Eight-one percent of the selected 1 167
candidates graduated in 2009. Based on
this, the ACE programme has been exWHQGHG EH\RQG WKH  \HDUV ÀHOGWHVWLQJ
phase.

The 500 Dinaledi schools continue to
demonstrate that learners can perform
well above the national average with the
necessary focus and support. Out of the
  PDWKV SDVVHV    
learners came from Dinaledi schools.

17.2

Teaching of Maths, Science & IT is prioritised by the Funza Lushaka Bursary
Scheme – aimed at increasing new recruits in these areas.

17.3

Government will be targeting at least
8 000 principals and deputy principals
WR FRPSOHWH WKH $GYDQFHG &HUWLÀFDWH
in Education: School Management and
Leadership. In addition, all school leaders from underperforming secondary
schools and their feeder primary schools
ZLOO FRPSOHWH VSHFLÀF VWDQGDORQH $&(
modules.

A draft connectivity plan has been developed between the Department of Communications and the Department of Basic Education in order to promote ICT
connectivity in schools.

17.4

Government has also encouraged participation of learners in mathematics olympiads in order to nurture learner talent in
mathematics.

17.5

Provinces such as Gauteng, Limpopo and
KwaZulu Natal have employed Mathematics and Science teachers from other
countries through their own recruitment
process. These teachers have come from
countries such as Egypt, Zimbabwe, Kenya and India, among others.

17.6

Government is working on a detailed
Supply and Demand Plan as part of the
Teacher Development Framework, which
will include an assessment of recruiting
teachers from other countries.

The NGC acknowledged progress with implementation of this policy position:
13.1

13.2

The NGC acknowledged progress with implementation of these policy positions:

Dual roles of public servants elected as councilors
14.

The NGC noted Polokwane Resolution 39, which
states that “the duality of public servants elected as councilors undermines both or either of the two with regards to
HIÀFLHQF\DQGWKLVPXVWEHUHYLHZHGµ

15.

The NGC further noted that this matter is also
under consideration by the Legislature and Governance Sub-committee.

Maths, Science & Information Technology
16.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHGWKHIROORZLQJUHVROXWLRQVDQG
policy positions:
16.1

3RORNZDQH 5HVROXWLRQ  ´0DWKV VFLence and IT must be promoted and supported, including through Saturday tutorial programmes and bursaries be offered
to teachers in [these] areas”; and

16.2

Polokwane Resolution 50 that “we should
recruit from foreign countries on scare skills such
as maths and science”.

16.3

2009 Election Manifesto: “improving the
quality of schools, particularly performance in

National Education Evaluation and Development
Unit (NEEDU)
18.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHG3RORNZDQH5HVROXWLRQRQ
“the establishment of a national education evaluation and development unit for purposes of monitoring, evaluation and support”.

19.

The NGC acknowledged progress with implementation of this resolution:
19.1

The Ministerial Committee on the National Education Evaluation and Development Unit (NEEDU) was established
in 2008 to investigate and advise the
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tiative (ASIDI) for our goal of quality education
for all.

Minister on how independent evaluation
of schools and teachers could be undertaken.
19.2

19.3

NEEDU will monitor and evaluate performance across the entire system including the national department, provinces
and districts as well as schools. It will
ensure that learners learn and achieve,
WHDFKHUVWHDFKDQGGHSDUWPHQWDORIÀFLDOV
properly support schools.

School Nutrition
23.

Teacher performance is critical to quality education and learner achievement.
NEEDU will play a part in identifying
weaknesses in terms of teacher performance but this will be linked to a focused
teacher developmental strategy.
24.

School Infrastructure
20.

21.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHGWKHIROORZLQJUHVROXWLRQVDQG
policy positions:
20.1

3RORNZDQH 5HVROXWLRQ  ´%XLOGLQJ RI 
schools to replace mud schools must be
included in the Expanded Public Works
(EPW) programme.”

20.2

2009 Election Manifesto: “Ensure that all
schools and health facilities have access
to basic infrastructure such as water and
HOHFWULFLW\E\µ

The NGC acknowledged progress with implementation of these policy positions:
21.1

About R2.7 billion was allocated from the
2008 Medium-Term Expenditure Framework (MTEF) for school infrastructure
programme and for the eradication of
mud structures.

21.2

*RYHUQPHQWLVÀQDOLVLQJWKH$FFHOHUDWHG
School Infrastructural Development Initiative (ASIDI) that sets out to address
the infrastructure backlogs in the shortest possible time.

21.3

22.
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ASIDI is attempting to provide a nationally coordinated effort that achieves
economies of scale, while at the same
time seeking to introduce cost-effective
innovations in the planning, design and
construction of schools.

7KH1*&FRQÀUPHGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI WKH$Fcelerated School Infrastructural Development Ini-

7KH 1*& DIÀUPV WKH IROORZLQJ UHVROXWLRQV DQG
policy positions:
23.1

Polokwane Resolution 35: “We must progressively expand the school nutrition
programme to include high school learners in poorer communities.”

23.2

2009 Election Manifesto: “Extending
school feeding schemes to all deserving
high schools and improving the implementing of the feeding scheme in all deserving primary schools.”

The NGC acknowledged progress with implementation of these policy positions:
24.1

Currently, the National School Nutrition
Programme has been successful in most
provinces with approximately 7.2 million
OHDUQHUV LQ   VFKRROV EHQHÀWLQJ
mainly from rural, farm and informal settlement areas. The programme was successfully extended to quintile 1 secondary
schools in 2009. Feeding has commenced
in quintile 2 secondary schools in 2010
with preparations for feeding in quintile
3 secondary schools in 2011.

24.2

The school nutrition programme promotes community participation and has
HQJDJHG   9ROXQWDU\ )RRG +DQdlers who support the programme at
schools in preparing and serving meals
for learners. They receive a minimum
monthly honorarium of R500. Over 2
300 contracted small enterprises and 216
local cooperatives are engaged to procure
food distributed in schools.

Early Childhood Development
25.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHGWKHFRPPLWPHQWLQWKH
Elections Manifesto to “introduce a comprehensive early childhood development system.”

26.

The NGC acknowledged progress with implementation of these policy positions:
26.1

Targeted efforts to improve literacy and
numeracy from grade R upwards have
been implemented. It is accepted that
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27.

South Africa’s learning outcomes continue to be unsatisfactory. Especially African learners do not perform at the required level.

29.3

The DBE and all provinces are embarking on intensive support for Grade 12, including intensive study centres, resourcebased support and Saturday classes.

26.2

Initiatives aimed at strengthening the
Foundation Phase are supported. The
Foundations for Learning Programme
is being implemented and learning and
teaching support materials and workbooks have been distributed

29.4

26.3

Action Plan to 2014: Towards Schooling 2025
prioritises Grade R and ECD for expanded coverage and quality improvement.
Clear targets have been set in this regard.

Annual national assessments (ANA) will
focus on the critical foundational skills
of literacy and numeracy that we know
are fundamental to all learning. The ANA
will be set nationally so they will provide
a benchmark for all schools in the basic
education sector.

29.5

There will be national and provincial
learner performance targets and district
and school targets. These targets will
take into account the history and socioeconomic circumstances of individual
schools.

The NGC acknowledged the need for the alignment of policies in the ECD sector for provision
of integrated quality ECD from birth to Grade R.
30.

Improving the quality of schools, particularly
performance in mathematics, science, technology
and language development
28.

29.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHGWKHFRPPLWPHQWLQWKH
Elections Manifesto to continually improve the
quality of schools, particularly performance in
mathematics, science, technology and language
GHYHORSPHQW 7KH 1*& DIÀUPV WKH SURPRWLRQ
and importance of history as a vehicle to educate
about the history of our struggle.

Social compact on ‘non-negotiables’ in education
31.

The NGC noted that in order to ensure that all education stakeholders and role players take responsibility for education as enjoined by the President,
that “education is a societal issue”. The Department
is working closely together with teacher unions,
school governing bodies associations, parents,
principals, teachers and learners through the Quality Learning and Teaching Campaign.

32.

This campaign aims to mobilise not only our traditional partners but to reach out to all members
of society with the message that quality education
is our key priority.

33.

The key messages of our campaign are on hard
work, responsibility and commitment to excellence.
This campaign continues to call on all individuals,
organisations and communities to assume responsibility for improving the quality of education.

The NGC acknowledged progress with implementation of these policy positions:
29.1

29.2

A review of the implementation of the
National Curriculum Statement (NCS)
has been undertaken to improve the
quality of teaching and learning in our
schools. The review highlighted a number constraints, such as an overload on
teachers brought about by assessment requirements of the NCS, knowledge gaps
in some subjects, especially in the transition from the Foundation to intermediate
phase, and curriculum overload, among
others. The ANC has come out in full
support of these measures.
Immediately after the National Senior
&HUWLÀFDWH 16& H[DPVLQJRYHUQment set up a Rapid Assessment and Remediation Initiative as a short term measure to
address challenges at under-performing
schools.

The NGC agreed that consideration should be
given to the introduction of additional curriculum
options that cater for more practical and vocationally-oriented skills across the FET band.

Strengthen management capacity to ensure
working districts and schools
34.

The NGC noted and supported the following
measures taken to strengthen management capacity in education:
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34.1

Government has developed a national
framework for improvement of district
capacity.

Conclusion – steady progress and challenges
42.

Since the Polokwane Conference we have taken
positive steps to address the mandate in the 2009
elections. We focused on challenges that could
be addressed immediately and made considerable progress towards setting in place the necessary pro-poor policies that address issues such as
improving access to schooling through increasing
the number of no-fee schools and extending the
provision of nutrition programmes.

43.

National and provincial departments are working
closely in order to increase the coordination of the
sector. We have set national and provincial targets
in the Action Plan to 2014 and all in the system are
working together to ensure that these are met.

44.

We have entered into a social compact with our
key stakeholders (teacher unions, SGBs, parents,
learners) committing all in the sector to a set of
non-negotiables. This commitment to the nonnegotiables is absolutely critical to all our efforts
to turn the education system around. However,
the 2010 public sector strike has rolled back some
of our earlier gains. We will have to work hard to
recover. All cadres of our movement are encouraged to participate in the activities of School Governing bodies. The Department must capacitate
members of the SGBs.

45.

Social support for children

Key among the challenges that require ongoing
and deliberate attention are:

38.

45.1

literacy and numeracy levels across education;

45.2

the number of learners in schools with
inadequate physical infrastructure, and
overcrowding;

45.3

credible teacher development to address
teacher challenges (content and pedagogy);

45.4

availability of appropriate LTSM textbooks that address real needs of learners;

45.5

the development of quality workbooks
and textbooks for Grades 1-6 and their
distribution to schools by the beginning
of the 2011 school year;

45.6

the social and political context of schooling – especially labour, peace and stability, and the challenges of poverty.

34.2

Partnerships with the private sector are
being coordinated to more effectively
channel support to districts.

34.3

NGO capacity is also being mobilised

34.4

There is an E-Education Strategy linked
to the district capacity improvement
strategy.

National procurement of textbooks
35.

The NGC noted the Ministerial Committee that
was established to look at the matter of the procurement of textbooks, and that the committee
has produced a report, which is now subjected to
consultation.

36.

The NGC believed that the Department must develop, design and provide quality textbooks for
every child in every subject.

37.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI WH[WERRNV
and workbooks and supports the approach for national procurement of Learner Teacher Support
Material (LTSM) textbooks.

39.

40.

41.

32

The NGC noted that social support to children in
school has been an area of weakness in our policy,
yet is critical to the performance of learners in
schools.
The NGC further notes that this is being addressed in the Action Plan to 2014, which has already resulted in closer collaboration between the
Departments of Basic Education and Health, and
with work underway to similarly strengthen the relationship with Social Development with the ultimate goal of providing health and social support
to all schools through sharing of human resources.
The commission further recommended that we
must expand the provision of psycho-social and
health support to schools to include psychological
and counseling support.
As part of our campaign towards inclusive education we must improve access to and resources in
special schools.
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Further programmatic issues towards 2010
46.

The Action Plan to 2014 - Schooling 2025 shouldbe
noted as a turnaround strategy for the Department of Basic Education, and the ANC should
monitor progress towards the achievement of the
following targets:
46.1

Increasing the number of Grade 12
learners who pass the national examinations and qualify to enter a Bachelor’s
programme at a university from 105 000
to 175 000.

46.2

increasing the number of Grade 12 learners who pass mathematics and physical
science to 225 000 and 165 000 respectively;

46.3

increasing the percentage of learners in
Grades 3, 6 and 9 in public schools who
obtain the minimum acceptable mark in
the national assessments for language
and mathematics (or numeracy) from beWZHHQDQGWRDWOHDVW

46.4

achieving universal access to Grade R for
all age appropriate children;

46.5

ensuring that adequate learning and
teaching materials are developed and
GLVWULEXWHG SDUWLFXODUO\ WR DOO LGHQWLÀHG
schools.

47.5

Education must be prioritised as one of
the most important programmes for the
QH[WÀYH\HDUV

47.6

The NEC should critically consider the
outcomes of the recently held education
summit with a view to implementing the
proposals that emerged.

47.7

Investing in priority skills and education,
including by:

6LJQLÀFDQWO\ H[SDQGLQJ WKH
resources devoted to our capacity
as a people for knowledge
production and expanding the
resources devoted to innovation
and research, including through
an innovation management
framework which includes the
promotion and development of
indigenous knowledge.

Reviving the role [of] state-owned
enterprises in skills development
and training, and building
partnerships between the state,
parastatals, the union movement
and the private sector in the quest
to improve skills.

47.8

Investing in priority skills and education,
placing Further Education and Training
colleges at the centre of a popular drive
to transfer skills to our people, providing
these institutions with more resources,
and scaling-up dedicated bursary schemes
to popularise and subsidise attendance at
FET institutions.

ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Polokwane resolutions and Elections Manifesto
2009
47.

The National General Council noted the following resolutions on higher education from the 52nd
National Conference:
47.1

$SROLF\RQDIÀUPDWLYHPHDVXUHVIRU+LVtorically Disadvantaged Institutions with
VSHFLÀF HPSKDVLV RQ LQIUDVWUXFWXUH DFcess and staff provisioning.

47.2

To review Adult Basic Education and
Training (ABET) so as to ensure that it
better responds to the skills demand.

47.3

Progressively introduce free education
for the poor until undergraduate level.

47.4

The ANC to focus rigorously on the
quality of education.

48.

The NGC further noted the Elections Manifesto 2009 commitments to give effect to these
UHVROXWLRQVGXULQJWKHWHUPRI RIÀFH:
48.1

Increase graduate output in areas of skills
shortages. This will include measures to
streamline Sector Education and Training
Authorities (SETAS) and other institutions to addressing existing and forecast
skills shortages.

48.2

Embarking on the re-opening of teacher
training colleges where appropriate.

48.3

Revive the role of state owned enterprises in skills development and training.

48.4

Place Further Education and Training
colleges at the centre of a popular drive
to develop skills development for the
economy.
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48.5

49.

Encourage students from
and poor communities to
institutions by reviewing
ing the National Student
Scheme.

working class
go to tertiary
and improvFinancial Aid

7KH1*&UHÁHFWHGRQWKHFXUUHQWFKDOOHQJHV
facing the sector:

50.1

Steps to strengthen the National Skills
Authority.

50.2

National Skills Development Strategy
(2011/12 – 2015/16).

50.3

Addressing problems at Trade Testing
Centres.

50.4

The Quality Council of Trades and Occupations (QCTO) established.

50.5

National Skills Fund being strengthened
as a developmental grant-making body.

At universities
49.1

Participation rates in universities are not
adequate for our development growth
path. Targets are needed for participation
and investment over the next 20 years.

51.

Focused attention on the SETAs

49.2

Too many young people of ability are not
gaining access to higher education.

51.1

Improving SETA performance and a
new SETA landscape.

49.3

Too many are not succeeding because of
poor education foundations and poverty.
These students are disproportionately
black.

51.2

Improving governance, management and
accountability of the SETAs.

51.3

Decisive action on non-performing SETAs.

49.4

Many students who do gain access cannot afford basic necessities.

51.4

Strengthening Sector Skills Plans.

49.5

Many universities need infrastructural
investment to sustain their development.
Many of these serve predominantly rural
areas and African students in particular.

52.

Intensive focus on Artisan Training
52.1

Establishing the National Artisan Moderating Body to focus on quality of artisan
training.

52.2

Working with the Department of Defence and Military Veterans, state-owned
enterprises and private industry to accelerate artisan training.

At Further Education and Training
(FET) colleges
49.6

The number of students in public FET
colleges is less than the number at public
universities. This needs to be corrected
by planned increases in enrolment:





49.7

starting from 2011 at colleges
which are functioning well
and which maintain quality in
teaching and learning;
on an ongoing basis by
addressing problems at all
colleges.

53.

54.

Many young people have completed the
academic part of occupational training
but have not had the opportunity for
workplace experience in order to comSOHWHWKHLUTXDOLÀFations.

WORK IN PROGRESS SINCE POLOKWANE

55.

Exploring transforming ABET Centres into
Community Training Centres
53.1

Primary target is youth and adults, out of
school without matric.

53.2

Increase access to short-term skills programmes, including adult matric, entrepreneurial and cooperatives training.

FET Colleges
54.1

Task Teams established do detailed diagnostic work in all areas of improving
colleges.

54.2

FET Summit held with all stakeholders
to identify and agree on challenges and
strategies to address them.

On Universities
55.1

50.
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Strengthening the Skills Support Infrastructure

Review of funding formula for universities, with particular focus on recapitalisation and strengthening historically-disadvantaged institutions (HDI).
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56.

55.2

Establishment of two new universities in
Mpumalanga and Northern Cape.Task
Teams already set up to drive this process.

55.3

Addressing the problem of student accommodation. A committee has already
been established to look into the problem of student accommodation across
the system, and make recommendations
on models for expanding university residences.

Transforming and strengthening the
ABET centres, including looking into the
conditions of employment for ABET
workers.

59.3

Building capacity to research and analyse
the labour market in order to determine
skills development needs.

Recommendations of Ministerial Review
to go to Cabinet.

59.4

National-provincial coordination will be
strengthened through Provincial Skills
Development Fora to improve skills development.

Teacher Development
57.1

Establishment of the joint DBE-DHETStakeholder Steering Committee.

59.5

Drastically increasing the number of artisans qualifying every year.

57.2

Model for an integrated institutional
framework for both production of new
teachers and professional support for existing teachers.

59.6

Expansion of the FET College sector to
PLOOLRQVWXGHQWVE\DQGWKHFROlege sector as a whole.

59.7

Introduction of a maths and science
foundation programme for school leavers with poor symbols in these subjects,
but wanting to get into engineering, etc.

59.8

Curriculum review, with focus on
VWUHQJWKHQLQJ WKH 1DWLRQDO &HUWLÀFDWH
(Vocational), and continuing National
Technical Education (NATED) Course.

Higher Education Summit Stakeholder Summit

59.9

Improving the quality of all courses at
FET colleges.

58.1

Stakeholder Forum and annual summit.

59.10

58.2

Differentiation working group.

Improving governance and management
of colleges.

58.3

A charter on learning and teaching.

59.11

58.4

Focused recapitalisation of HDIs.

Active participation of ANC structures
in strengthening FET colleges and the
college sector as a whole.

58.5

Development of new generations of academics.

59.12

Strengthening the links between FET
colleges and the SETAs for improved
placement of learners in workplaces.

59.13

Development of a Rural Development
Skills Strategy and promotion of rural
skills development hubs.

59.14

No Council Member, university management or student leader should have
DQ\ÀQDQFLDOLQWHUHVWLQWKHXQLYHUVLW\LQ
which they work.

59.15

0DQDJHPHQW RU JRYHUQDQFH GLIÀFXOWLHV
have necessitated intervention at several
universities.

57.3

57.4

58.

59.2

National Student Financial Aid Scheme
56.1

57.

in employment, education or training
(NEET) to address the crisis, including
expanding the FET sector, and the college sector as a whole. Government to
increase funding to address this situation.

Strengthening the current system, opening colleges where appropriate, and ensuring a coordinated response to teacher
development needs.
Key principles: improved quality, increased access and equity.

Programmatic Activities Towards 2012
59.

The National General Council welcomed the
progress made in implementing the Polokwane
resolutions, and further mandated the Education
Committees at various levels to ensure that the
responsible department focus on the following,
leading up to 2012:
59.1

The need for dedicated focus on the apSUR[LPDWHO\PLOOLRQ\HDUROGVQRW
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59.16

The expansion of community service to
graduates from all disciplines.

Conclusion
60.

The NGC supported the commitment by the
HGXFDWLRQVHFWRUWRÀJKWFRUUXSWLRQ
at all levels of the system. There was also
overwhelming support for provinces to convene
Education Summits within the next six months.

HEALTH
1.

2.

The National General Council noted the presentations to the commission on the Mid-Term Report
and the National Health Insurance (NHI).

3.

The NGC further noted the resolution of a meeting
EHWZHHQ$1&2IÀFLDOVDQGDOOWKH3UHPLHUV0(&V
ANC Provincial Chairpersons and the Chairperson
of the Portfolio Committee, that provinces should
prepare ANCQuarterly Health Monitoring Reportsthat must include information on:
(a)

(b)
(c)

appropriate appointment of HODs, CFOs,
hospital CEOs, district health and clinic
managers, with relevant competency and
TXDOLÀFDWLRQV
ÀQDQFLDO H[SHQGLWXUH SDWWHUQV RI  SURYLQFLDO
health departments;
the Infrastructure Delivery Improvement
Programme and capital projects (underspending will not be allowed);

(d)

increase in employment of doctors,
nurses, health technicians and other health
professionals;

(e)

integration and increase of Community
Health Workers;

(f)

the re-introduction of nurse training and reopening of nursing schools and colleges;

(g)
(h)

(i)
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increased training of doctors and other
technicians;
monitoring of the availability of medicines,
especially on antiretrovirals (ARVs), anti-TB
drugs and chronic medication;
mortality trends on stillbirth rate, infant
mortality rate, maternal mortality rate and
avoidable deaths.

7KH 1*& LGHQWLÀHG WKH IROORZLQJ RQJRLQJ GHÀciencies and challenges:
v

Delays in the referral system.

v

Ineffective complaints systems.

v

Lack of cleanliness.

v

,QVXIÀFLHQWFRPPXQLFDWLRQEHWZHHQWKHSXEOLF
and the Department of Health.

v

Inconsistent compliance with the National
Health Act.

v

Lack of space in clinics, especially in KwaZulu
Natal and Eastern Cape.

v

Unavailability of emergency services, which
contributes to infant mortality.
Competition among provinces, especially in
attracting health workers

v
4.

The NGC re-emphasised resolutions of the 52nd
National Conference, of making health a priority,
and the following principles:
1.1
Capacity building and training of Hospital
CEOs, District and Clinic managers and
HODs.
1.2

Appointments of managers subject to
signing of performance agreements.

1.3

Emergency medical services should be decentralised.

1.4

Strengthen the monitoring systems in the
ANC.

1.5

Political education for health workers to
enhance service delivery.

1.6

Equitable distribution of resources.
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1.7

Review the funding formula to consider
previously disadvantaged areas.

1.8

Improve disaster management in hospitals.

1.9

Extend services hours for clinics and community health centres, which should be
standardised in all provinces.

5.

Community Development Workers (CDW)/
Home Based Care Workers (HBCW)/ Community Health Workers (CHW)
1.1

Training of CDWs should include accredLWHGFHUWLÀFDWHV

1.2

Batho Pele principles should be upheld by
all, including clerks, porters, cleaners and
gardeners.

CDWs should be integrated into the public
sectors.

1.3

Ensure that CDWs are paid their stipends
on time.

1.11

Ethics should be taught to social, health
and education workers.

1.4

CDWs should be paid salaries not stipends.

1.5

1.12

Attitudes of health workers is of great concern and must be improved.

1.13

Provision of food vouchers for people
who are taking TB and ARV treatment.

7KHUHVKRXOGEHDÁDJVKLSSURJUDPPHWKDW
integrates the work of social development,
health and rural development at the level
of the ward.

1.6

Community Health Workers do a lot of
work, and as such need to be given necessary recognition. They should be paid their
stipend in time.

1.10

1.14

Supervisors should do their work.

1.15

The infrastructure in some clinics and hospital in rural areas is dilapidated.

1.16

Extend coverage of immunisation.

1.17

Offenders to be looked after properly to
avoid high defaulter rate.

1.18

Shortage of appropriate drugs in clinics.

1.19

Clinics should be fully staffed with all relevant professionals.

1.20

Provincialisation of municipality clinics
must be concluded.

1.21

Sick bays in schools should be utilised to
promote relevant health campaigns like
contraception and a service point for various health needs.

6.

Public participation, mass mobilisation and
campaigns
1.1

Encourage health volunteers, who should
also be trained in basic life-support skills.

1.2

Strengthen hospital boards and clinic committees.

1.3

Redistribute the pamphlets on the health
and education campaigns.

1.4

Branches should organise health awareness
campaigns.

1.5

Educate the communities about the referral system.

1.22

Re-visit the resolution on the “creation of
a single public service”.

1.6

Integration of CBOs/NGOs in the provision of comprehensive health care.

1.23

Toll free number for emergency services.

1.7

Popularise exclusive breast feeding.

1.24

$YDLODELOLW\ RI  RIÀFLDOV RI  'R+ IRU HQgagement with stakeholders.

1.8

Encourage all households to have First Aid
kits.

1.25

A healthy nation with a bias to rural and
poor areas.

1.9

Popularise the healthy lifestyle campaign.

1.10

Provide free sanitary towels to all women,
especially to girls and young women.

1.11

Stricter enforcement of the Liquor Act,
which provides for age restrictions.

(QYLURQPHQWDO +HDOWK 2IÀFHUV RU KHDOWK
inspectors should be relocated to provinces.

1.12

Ban alcoholadverts on TV and radio.

1.13

Promote a gun free South Africa.

Nurses and doctors in rural areas be provided with accommodation.

1.14

Organise HIV Counselling and Testing at
all major events of the organisation.

1.26

1.27

1.28

Collective bargaining in the public sector
should be done in time and include multiyear agreements instead of annual agreements.
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1.15

Protect community facilities like clinics and
schools.

1.16

Promote primary care health principles.

1.17

Simplify the Patients’ Rights Charter and
translate it into different languages.

1.18

7.
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9.

1.1

Review the National Health Laboratory
Service (NHLS), as it’s one of the cost
drivers.

1.2

Establish a state owned pharmaceutical
company.

1.3

Promote renewable energy.

1.4

Establish partnerships with cooperatives.

Femidoms should be made available freely
to all women.

1.1

Utilise retired professionals.

1.2

Encourage trained doctors from rural areas
to return to their area.

1.3

Remuneration of health workers should be
improved.

10.

Nurses’ salaries should be improved to
curb moonlighting.

A nursing directorate should be established.

Health cost drivers

Human Resources Challenges

1.4

8.

1.6

Priority groups
1.1

Develop targeted approaches to the health
of women, children and the elderly.

1.2

Address the situation in provinces where
health is combined with other mandates, so
that it can be a stand-alone mandate.

1.3

Environmental health be prioritised as part
of health campaigns.

1.5

Recruit health workers who have emigrated
to other countries.

1.6

Consider recruiting Cuban professionals
who have been laid off, as part of our solidarity work.

1.7

Address the skills and deployment mismatch.

1.8

Develop a common understanding and
DJUHHPHQWRI WKHGHÀQLWLRQRI ZKDWFRQstitute essential services.

1.9

Restructuring should be in line with OccuSDWLRQ6SHFLÀF'LVSHQVDWLRQ 26' 

1.10

7UDLQPRUHUHVHDUFKHUVRQGLIIHUHQWÀHOGV
which are important in health care.

1.2

1.11

As part of research work a group of three
African scientists have developed a Nanotechnology capsule for the treatment of
TB.

Widespread publicity on the NHI needs to
be undertaken, involving road shows, TV
and radio adverts e.g. “NHI is here, feel it”.

1.3

The ANC must lead the implementation
of the NHI and its promotion among the
general populace. The involvement and
support of the Alliance is crucial.

1.4

The roll out should begin in the rural areas.

Nursing Training
1.1

Evaluate broadly the training of nurses.

1.2

Reopening of nursing schools and colleges
should be uniform across all provinces.

1.3

Training of nurses should be hospitalbased and decentralised.

1.4

An holistic approach has been neglected by
the health worker.

1.5

Nurses should be more practical.

11.

National Health Insurance
Support and implementation
1.1
The NGC noted the overwhelming support for the National Health Insurance
(NHI). The implementation of NHI
should be fast-tracked, but done correctly
within a reasonable time frame.

Service providers
1.5
There should be freedom of choice of service providers
1.6

Accreditation shouldn’t disadvantage under-resourced hospitals and clinics.
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SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION
INTRODUCTION
1.

2.

3.

4.

The NGC, deliberating on social transformation,
endorsed the NEC Committee report, including the
recommendations made to advance the resolutions.
The participants, after having raised important
questions of clarity, suggested amendments and
programmes of action to accelerate service delivery
towards the 2012 Centenary Conference.
These resolutions are captured together with a list
of the Polokwane Conference resolutions, progress
made to implement those resolutions, and the chalOHQJHV WKH $1& IDFHV LQ WKH ÀJKW WRZDUGV a better
life for all.
The deliberations were concluded with a brief, but
poignant, presentation in the commission on the
importance of branches as the building blocks of a
strong African National Congress.

QUESTIONS FOR DELIBERATION
5.

derplay the genuine concerns and grievances around
service delivery and the high levels of poverty.
8.

Further noting that:
9.

The challenges of inter-governmental relations
impact on local governments’ ability to deliver services.

10.

&RUUXSWLRQ DPRQJ ORFDO JRYHUQPHQW RIÀFLDOV LQcluding ANC deployees, exacerbates poor service
delivery.

On programmatic tasks and recommendations
towards 2012, the NGC agreed to:
11.

improve the alignment between plans and promises
of all spheres of government and the ability of local government to fund and implement such plans
and promises;

12.

elect and appoint competent people as councilors
DQGORFDOJRYHUQPHQWRIÀFLDOVDQGHQVXUHRQJRLQJ
skills development of this cadre;

13.

intervene to deal with the extent to which protests
have become destructive;

14.

introduce a system of accreditation of high quality
municipalities, and introduce measures to support
poor performing municipalities;

15.

use the funding allocation from national and provinces to address social infrastructure backlogs;

16.

explore the option of means testing for free basic
services;

17.

assess the extent to which military veterans, retired
civil servants and ANC members can assist in construction of public infrastructure;

18.

explore the extent to which the legal punitive meaVXUHV DUH VXIÀFLHQW WR GHWHU LQWLPLGDWLRQ WKH GHstruction of property and bodily harm to councilors and other community members;

19.

ensure branches improve communication to prevent service delivery protests and work with com-

The guiding questions that the NGC grappled with
were:
v What lessons have we learned in meeting people’s expectations in general in the last 15 years
and in particular in the last 2 years?
v Have the policies adopted by the ANC government helped to narrow the divide between the
rich and the poor over the past 15 years?
v What worked and requires concerted government investment to maximise impact?
v What must be prioritised in the short-, mediumDQGORQJWHUPV²RYHUDGHÀQHGSHULRGRI WLPH
as our resolution and political commitment to
address?

Service delivery challenges
6.

7KH&RPPLVVLRQDIÀUPHGWKHRUJDQLVDWLRQDOLVVXHV
raised by the President and the Secretary General,
and engaged with the challenges related to service
delivery protests, particularly with regards to intergovernmental relations and the role of the ANC

Noting that:
7.

Although, there may be elements of mischief at play
in these service delivery protests, we should not un-

7KH $1& QHHGV WR EH UHÁHFWLYH RQ WKLV LVVXH DV
service delivery protesters are by and large our own
members and supporters and we need to respond
appropriately to the challenges.

39

Report of the 3rd National General Council
munity stakeholders to ensure protests are peaceful;
20.

21.

undertake a comprehensive assessment of the extent to which people fall through the cracks of
public and private service delivery as a result of the
application of income thresholds and ceilings that
are aimed at targeting service provision, but are exclusionary and create poverty traps;
undertake a review of investments by the Public Investment Corporation in private and public service
DQGDVVHVVWKHÀVFDOLQFLGHQFHWKHUHRI

HUMAN SETTLEMENTS AND
HOUSING

23.

Government mandated that research be undertaken
into warehousing of building materials. However
this matter raises the extent to which interventions
to control prices of building material would contravene competition law.

24.

An affordable rental housing strategy has been approved.

25.

A central planning framework has been developed
to direct resource allocation for housing but requires the support of all departments.

26.

The Housing Development Agency is accelerating
ODQGDFTXLVLWLRQLQVSHFLÀFDUHDV

27.

After engagements with the private sector on their
commitments, the Human Settlement DepartPHQWUHFHLYHG5ELOOLRQIURPWKHSULYDWHVHFWRU
through the Housing Charter

28.

The President announced a R1 billion fund for
WKRVH ZLWK QR DFFHVV WR EDQN ÀQDQFLQJ DV D JXDUantee to assist prospective homeowners earning
between R3 500 and R9 000 to access home loans.

29.

The Rural Housing Loan Fund continues to proYLGHÀQDQFLDORSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUUXUDOIDPLOLHVDQGD
UXUDOKRXVLQJVXEVLG\YRXFKHUVFKHPHZDVÀQDOLVHG

Polokwane Resolutions:
v There should be housing cover for veterans of the
struggle.
v There should be interventions in the housing industry
and residential property market to curb the spiraling
cost of construction input prices - including the cost
of material development and supply.
v We must develop appropriate legislation to prevent the
mushrooming of informal settlements.
v Provision of housing needs should include alternative
measures such as the provision of rental stock.
v We should adopt a centralised approach to planning
so as to direct resource allocation, distribution and an
overall coordinated response to human settlements.

Further noting that:
30.

2YHUPLOOLRQKRXVHVZHUHFRQVWUXFWHGVLQFH
Notwithstanding the unprecedented success of the
delivery of housing, South Africa still has over 2
700 informal settlements. Moreover, housing delivHU\IRUWRLVSURMHFWHGDWURXJKO\
per annum.

31.

Due to high levels of migration and other push and
pull factors, the need for housing increases, despite
our delivery record.

32.

Polokwane resolved that shelter provision on its
RZQ LV QRW VXIÀFLHQW EXW WKDW D PRUH KROLVWLF DSproach to human settlement must guide government’s housing programme.

33.

Litigation prevents introduction of legislation to
constrain informal settlements.

34.

There is also a need to focus on the quality of structures provided to guarantee their integrity over a period of time.

v We must restructure the funding mechanism and consolidate all housing-related grants and funding streams.
v A Housing Development Agency must be established
WRDFFHOHUDWHODQGDFTXLVLWLRQLQVSHFLÀFDUHDV
v A once-off injection of resources and an extraordinary
effort be considered for fast-tracking delivery of housing to make a visible impact on poverty.
v Government considers assisting people with building
material to encourage involvement in the provision of
KRXVLQJQHHGV7KLVZLOOUHVSRQGWRVSHFLÀFFRQGLWLRQV
that prevail in rural areas, for example.

The NGC noted that since Polokwane:
22.

40

A Department of Military Veterans was established
and a veterans housing policy is being implemented
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Programmatic tasks and recommendations
towards 2012

v The infrastructure construction timelines should be
increased to allow more labour-intensive construction.

35.

v Water resources management must be integral when
planning municipalities.

New areas of funding, both through the public and
private sector, should be explored to provide a susWDLQHGÀVFDOLQMHFWLRQRYHUWKH07()F\FOHWRDGdress the housing backlog and growth in informal
settlements.

36.

There is an urgent need to revise the current funding model, as well as technical and programmatic
options to produce the desired impact of increased
human settlement delivery.

37.

There is a need to re-visit the centrality of the state
in human settlements delivery and that there is a
need for a reconsideration of the human settlements mandate and its alignment in terms of powers, policy development, funding and related responsibilities.

38.

A renewed effort must be made to eliminate apartKHLG VHWWOHPHQW SDWWHUQV DOVR UHÁHFWHG DORQJ FODVV
lines.

39.

The state should discourage the formation of unplanned settlements, avoiding or limiting the provision of services to such unplanned sites as they tend
to over-ride the rights of people who have been on
housing waiting lists for long periods of time.

40.

There must be a link between the information systems of the Human Settlement Department and
that of traditional landowners to reduce the extent
RI GRXEOHEHQHÀWVDQGKRPHRZQHUVKLSIRUWKRVH
ZKRUHO\RQSXEOLFSURYLGHGKRXVLQJEHQHÀWV

41.

Explore how the state can enhance its internal capacity in the building of houses.

42.

We should move towards a ‘serviced sites’ mode
of delivery so that local people can build their own
houses in the mode of the People’s Housing Projects as this can stimulate local development and result in better quality homes.

The NGC noted that since Polokwane:
43.

6RXWK $IULFD KDV PDGH VLJQLÀFDQW SURJUHVV ZLWK
regard to improving access to water supply and it
is reaching universal access in the improved water
VRXUFH LQ XUEDQ DUHDV ,Q   PLOOLRQ SHRSOH
were without safe water supply and over 20 million
without adequate sanitation services.

44.

In rural areas the share of those with access to waWHULQFUHDVHGIURPWRIURPWR

45.

The NGC noted the challenges going forward:
46.

The lack of transformation in the water sector requires intervention.

47.

Government must ensure that measures are put in
SODFHWRVHFXUHWKHFRXQWU\·VZDWHUVXIÀFLHQF\

48.

0RUHWKDQRI 6RXWK$IULFDQVGRQRWKDYHDFcess to proper human waste disposal.

49.

The cholera epidemic of 2000 reawakened government to address the slow rate of progress in sanitation provision. The 2008 cholera outbreak, resulting
LQDFXWHFDVHVRI GLDUUKRHDZDVDUHÁHFWLRQRI WKH
sanitation infrastructure.

50.

Water borne infections such as typhoid in Delmas
point to deterioration of human waste disposal infrastructure.

51.

By March 2009, more than 9 000 households were
still using the bucket system.

WATER AND SANITATION
Polokwane Resolutions
v Water allocation reform and the allocation of water licenses to historically disadvantaged persons must be
reviewed with regards to water rights and should occur
as part of the land reform programme.

The assessment of progress since Polokwane involved a discussion of water infrastructure, options
of funding model proposals and pricing. The Commission endorsed the proposal to establish an economic regulator to manage the water infrastructure.

Programmatic tasks and recommendations
towards 2012:
52.

A water summit should be held to concretise a strategy for water management.

v A transformation plan for the forestry sector should
be developed.
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53.

Water should be declared a scarce resource and
measures explored, including importing, to secure
long-term provision of water resources.

v

54.

In view of the concern that water tariffs are too
high, NGC resolved that there is a need to establish
a Water Regulator to set the guidelines for water tariffs and provision.

Progress since Polokwane:

55.

There is a need to review the role of the executive
vis a vis the many Water Boards who set inequitable
tariffs.

56.

A legislative review must be undertaken to address
barriers to broadening access to water.

&RRUGLQDWHGQDWLRQDOGUXJFDPSDLJQLVLQWHQVLÀHGWR
ÀJKWVXEVWDQFHDEXVH

61.

The Social Transformation Committee (STC) has
spent a considerable amount of its time interrogating social security policies presented by the InterMinisterial Committee (IMC) for Social Security.
The Commission is pleased to indicate that the STC
gave resounding support for the comprehensive review of the current system of social security and
supports the strategic framework.

62.

The Inter-Ministerial Committee for Social Security will soon announce a far-reaching programme,
which will have profound implications and address
the gaps in the social security system.

57.

Government must ensure improved linkages between water provision and the land reform agenda.

58.

There is a need to review the issuing of water licenses for mining activities abstraction and the discharge of such water in relation to mining activities.

63.

The Child Support Grant has been extended up to
18 years and is linked to conditions of school attendance.

7KHHIÀFLHQFLHVRI FXUUHQWZDWHUERDUGVUHTXLUHUHview.

64.

Pensionable age has been equalised at 60 years for
men and women.

There is a need to address the challenges faced by
natural monopolies.

65.

Collaboration on Early Childhood Development
has been achieved by the Departments of Social
Development and Education and a joint strategic
plan was rolled out.

66.

The Unemployment Insurance Fund has improved
LWVRSHUDWLRQVWKURXJKVLJQLÀFDQWH[WHQVLRQRI FRYerage to domestic and farm workers and taxi drivers, reduction in service delivery costs and the modernisation of its systems.

67.

3ROLFLHV KDYH EHHQ GHYHORSHG IRU D IXOO\ÁHGJHG
contributory system of social insurance to be presented to Cabinet soon.

68.

The Cabinet has approved a new policy framework
for the reform of the Road Accident Fund to bring
it in line with social security principles.

59.
60.

COMPREHENSIVE SOCIAL
SECURITY AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT
Polokwane Resolutions:
v

We develop a minimum common standard for all social security interventions.

v

Child support grants be gradually extended to 18
years.

v

Pensionable age must be equalised and be set at 60
years.

v

Equalisation of opportunities, lifelong learning, economic opportunities for persons with disabilities.

v

Grants must not create dependency and should be
linked to economic activity.

v

Establish a mandatory system of retirement contributions and establish a broad-based retirement fund
that covers low-income groups.

v

42

Strengthen collaboration between the departments
of Education and Social Development and others in
providing Early Childhood Development.

Noting that:
69.

6LJQLÀFDQWJDSVUHPDLQLQWKHV\VWHPRI VRFLDODVsistance and in the absence of employment, there
will be continued pressure to explore policy options
of income support for employable adults.

70.

The area of comprehensive social security is complex and requires trade-offs between income for the
elderly, employed people or children and other government priorities.
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71.

'HVSLWHWKHVLJQLÀFDQWSURJUHVVRI JRYHUQPHQWWR
reduce social grants fraud, the perception remains
that fraud is still endemic in the grants system.

72.

The R30 billion reserve of the UIF raises the quesWLRQRI ZKDWVRFLDOEHQHÀWVDUHREWDLQHGIURPVXFK
reserves in the context of high levels of poverty
and unemployment.

73.
74.

75.

83.

To improve targeting of social relief for those in
GLVWUHVVDQGWKHWHPSRUDU\VRFLDODVVLVWDQFHEHQHÀW
and together with social grants, enhance links with
economic activities, and building self-reliance.

84.

It is necessary to assess the extent to which the
Polokwane resolution on free access to education
up to the undergraduate level has been progressively introduced.

85.

Access to the child support grant must be linked to
free health care, as it is to education, for children
over the age of 6 years.

86.

The South African Social Security Agency (SASSA)
must continue to eradicate fraud and generate efÀFLHQFLHVDQGVDYLQJVLQWKHVRFLDOJUDQWVV\VWHPE\
XVLQJÀQDQFLDOLQVWLWXWLRQVIRUJUDQWVSD\PHQWV

87.

To address the ongoing uncertainty about social security reform, government is urged to expedite the
publication of the Consolidated Government Document
on Social Security and Retirement Reform to initiate the
process of public consultation.

A share of such savings generated by SASSA should
be invested in the improvement of service delivery,
LPSURYHDFFHVVLELOLW\WRVHUYLFHRIÀFHVUHGXFHORQJ
queues at pay points, and reduce the amount of
people on its appeals backlogs.

88.

Government must extend the period for unemployPHQWEHQHÀWVWRSURYLGHVXSSRUWIRUSURORQJHGSHriods of unemployment.

There is a need to review the oversight model of
the relevant social security policy department and
SASSA.

89.

The reform of the Road Accident Fund must be
H[SHGLWHGWRUHGXFHWKHUHVRXUFHVÁRZLQJWRWKHOHgal system.

90.

The Economic Transformation Committee must
expedite employment creation plans to reduce pressure on the social grants system to avoid risks of
creating an underclass.

91.

Government must undertake a study into the socio-economic implications of alcohol abuse and review the extent to which current legislation should
be reviewed to address this societal evil, especially
among the poor.

92.

The state must enforce the law that prohibits liquor
outlets from being closer than 500 metres from
schools and places of worship.

93.

Government should develop a reporting system
that measures progress towards the universal provision of Early Childhood Development.

The gaps in the contributory system increases the
burden on social assistance.
Social security policies lack coherence, are duplicated to meet the same contingencies, and are developed in a number of departments. Several agencies
GHOLYHU EHQHÀWV VXFK DV 6$66$ 8,) &RPSHQVDtion Fund and Road Accident Fund.
There is no reason to believe that South Africa is
PDNLQJVXIÀFLHQWKHDGZD\LQWKHZDUDJDLQVWVXEVWDQFHDEXVHDQGGUXJWUDIÀFNLQJ

Programmatic tasks and recommendations
towards 2012:
76.

77.

78.

Government must move with speed to introduce
the National Social Security Fund, which will manage and administer a contributory pension fund for
all South Africans.

79.

There is also a need to now explore the provision
of a contributory retirement system for sport personalities, performing artists and related categories
of persons in irregular employment.

80.

The old age pension and other social grants should
be progressively universalised to address the negative and disincentive effect of means testing.

81.

82.

grate customer services and avoid double dipping,
government must establish a common platform and
single social security outlets in a modernised social
security administration and payment arrangement.

To achieve coherence in social security policy development and address the policy gaps in the system,
social security policy must reside in a new Ministry
and a Department of Social Security.
:LWK D YLHZ WR DFKLHYH GHOLYHU\ HIÀFLHQFLHV LQWH-
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94.

95.

ANC members and structures must volunteer to
support the implementation of community development programmes, especially those of the Department of Social Development.
All government departments must contribute to
the expansion of the National Youth Service proJUDPPHE\HPSOR\LQJDQGWUDLQLQJ\RXWKIRUDÀ[HG
period.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND
LAND REFORM
Polokwane Resolutions:

98.

+LJKHUQXPEHUVRI IDUPHUVDQGH[WHQVLRQRIÀFHUV
now access post-settlement support.

99.

The Social Transformation Committee held deliberations in respect of the proposed amendments to
the Expropriation Act of 1975 to meet the commitPHQWWRUHGLVWULEXWHRI ODQGE\7KHSURposed Expropriation Bill shifts the emphasis away
from the “willing-buyer-willing-seller” principle as
the only determining factor in government’s acquisition of land for redistribution.

100. The Housing Development Agency is already working with SOEs and municipalities to manage the
transfer of redundant land for low cost housing and
residential development purposes.

v The state must regulate but not prohibit ownership of
land by non-South Africans.
v The state and mandated entities must exercise their legal right to expropriate property in the public interest
for public purpose. Compensation shall be awarded in
accordance with the constitution with special emphasis on equity, redress and social justice. All legislation
pertaining to expropriation must be aligned with the
constitution.
v The market-driven land reform should be discarded
and the principle of willing-seller, willing-buyer reviewed so as to accelerate equitable distribution of
land.
v The adequacy of post-settlement support in all land reform programmes should be reviewed.
v The management and control of state land must be
under one department.
v The 51st Conference resolution on a land audit is reafÀUPHG
v The allocation of customary land should be democratised and should not only be the preserve of the traditional leaders.
v Redundant land belonging to SOEs and municipalities
should be transferred for low cost housing.

Progress since Polokwane:
96.

In excess of R170.8 million has been allocated to
provinces for the acquisition of land.

97.

The Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Department has completed integrating all existing funding programmes under one development funding
model which aims to increase access to funding in a
coordinated and holistic manner.
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Noting:
101. The slow and unsatisfactory progress in land redistribution;
102. the leakage, corruption and fraud by government
RIÀFLDOVODQGRZQHUVDQGODQGHYDOXDWRUV
103. the imminent publication of the Green Paper on
Land Reform;
104. that the War on Poverty Campaign has been integrated into rural development.

Programmatic tasks and recommendations
towards 2012:
105. The sector should engage the range of stakeholders
on government’s plans for land redistribution and
rural development.
106. Government should expedite and implement legislation that enables it to acquire land more expeditiously for distribution.
107. Programmes must be put in place to support benHÀFLDULHVRI ODQGUHIRUPDQGV\VWHPVSXWLQSODFHWR
assess the productive use of land after it has been
transferred.
108. The rural development programmes must be holistic and include arts and culture, sports and recreDWLRQEHQHÀW\RXQJSHRSOHDQGEHELDVHGWRZDUGV
the poor.
109. A moratorium on the sale of land to foreigners
must be implemented.
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NATIONAL IDENTITY AND
SOCIAL COHESION

Programmatic tasks and recommendations
towards 2012:

Polokwane resolutions:

114. Government must expedite efforts to support programmes that improve national pride such as the
Liberation Heritage Route Project.

v

Integrate Ubuntu principles into public policy so as
to comprehensively correct the distortions and imbalances not only in our heritage landscape but also in our
social, economic and industrial relations.

v

Move away from conservation language to development.

v

'HYHORSDSROLF\WKDWFODULÀHVWKH$1&·VDSSURDFKWR
the naming and renaming of geographic places such as
streets, towns and public facilities.

v

Local government must provide funding for arts and
culture.

v

7KHWRXULVPOHY\VKRXOGDOVREHQHÀWRXUKHULWDJH

v

Indigenous languages should be promoted at all
schools with an intention that learners be taught in
their mother tongue.

v

We review the ANC’s draft cultural policy.

115. The ANC must provide strategic support to guide
organs of the state to strengthen Ubuntu values.
116. Investment in Arts and Culture must be increased
to build national heritage and pride.
117. Indigenous languages must be promoted and name
changes to places of interest explored to further engender inclusiveness.
118. The introduction of a third language as compulsory
at all schools must be explored.
119. The national anthem should be played more regularly on television and presented in all forms of
media.
120. The ANC needs to lead dialogues on race, culture
and identity to erode all forms of prejudice and
promote tolerance including towards fellow Africans and foreign nationals.

Progress since Polokwane:
110. The 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup:
(i)
demonstrated better relations between
South Africa’s race groups;
(ii)
reawakened a spirit of patriotism, a sense
RI QDWLRQDOSULGHDQGFRQÀGHQFHQRWZLWQHVVHGLQ6RXWK$IULFDVLQFH
(iii)
enhanced national consciousness.

SPORT – FOR NATION-BUILDING
Polokwane resolutions:
v

$IÀUPWKHVW&RQIHUHQFHUHVROXWLRQRQWKHHVWDEOLVKment of the sports desk at the ANC Head Quarters.

v

One emblem for all sports national teams be adopted.

v

All schools must offer a minimum bouquet of extra
mural, mass participation in sport activities.

v

Physical education must be offered as a compulsory
subject for learners from grade R-12.

v

Mass participation, physical activity and sport programmes must prioritise the involvement of girls,
women and people with disability with a view to promoting equity.

v

Funding currently under the Municipal Infrastructure
Grant, which is aimed at sports facilities, should be
diverted to the departments of Sports and Recreation
and Education.

v

The ANC must ensure that the country’s investments
in 2010 should result in a lasting legacy for our communities and our people.

Noting that:
111. the process of building national identity and social
cohesion has been slow and that there has been a
lack of a sense of common belonging;
112. the violence against foreigners of 2008 reminded us
of the need to build a caring and prosperous nation,
one that is tolerant of all people. The grievances
registered during this period related to growing disparities between South Africans with respect to material possessions, standards and living conditions;
113. racism remains a major challenge not receiving sufÀFLHQWDWWHQWLRQ
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Progress since Polokwane:
121. The bringing about of the use of one emblem for
sport has been achieved.
122. 7KH 6FKRRO 6SRUW 5HJXODWRU\ )UDPHZRUN LV 
completed. 5 657 schools have been mobilised
through the school 2010 mass mobilisation programme. The facilitation of the development of
SURYLQFLDOVFKRROVWUXFWXUHVLVQHDUO\FRPSOHWed with four provinces having school sport structures.

133. The ANC must implement an earlier Conference
resolution to establish a sports desk to coordinate
sports development and transformation.

WOMEN, CHILDREN AND
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Polokwane resolution:
v

In considering the matter of establishing a Women
Ministry, the commission recommends that a thorough assessment be undertaken by the ANC to analyse
current instruments and their relevance, strategies and
areas of focus and programmes on matters of women
and the impact these programmes made.

v

These assessments should then advise on comprehensive recommendations on the form and content of
whatever institutional mechanisms to be put in place
in pursuit of women emancipation and broadly addressing gender matters.

123. The Department of Basic Education will give effect
to compulsory physical education at schools.
124. SHRSOHZHUHWUDLQHGLQVSRUWDQGUHFUHDWLRQ
DVDGPLQLVWUDWRUVDQGRYHUSHRSOHSDUWLFLpate in sport and recreation.
125. Nine Norms and Standards documents for Sport and Recreation infrastructure were distributed to municipalities,
ZLWK  PXQLFLSDOLWLHV HQJDJHG LQ LQIUDVWUXFWXUH
development.
126. Sport and Recreation South Africa managed 12
contracts on funding agreements for stadium building and reports on their legacies have been drafted.

Noting:
127. the spectacular success of the 2010 World Cup;
128. that the limited progress in sport integration remains a issue of concern.

Programmatic tasks and recommendations
towards 2012:
129. Greater attention must be given to support sport
development in townships and securing investment
in sports mostly played by non-Africans.
130. Given the successes of 2010 FIFA World Cup in
nation building, similar initiatives should be expanded to other major sports events.
131. Building on the successes of cooperative governance, Sport and Recreation SA should take the lead
in focusing on areas such as social cohesion, nation
building, tourism, peace and development, etc.
132. Serious consideration must be given to ring fencing Municipal Infrastructure Grant (MIG) funding
for the building of sport and recreation facilities or
to allocate a percentage of the grant to Sport and
Recreation SA.
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Progress since Polokwane:
134. The Ministry and Department of Women, Children
and Persons with Disabilities has been established.
135. The STC considered and debated the format and
structure of a Ministry for vulnerable groups.
136. Since then, the institutional form and mandate
emerged as a department for vulnerable groups
agreeing that there was a challenge of getting political direction for integrated action for the protection
of women, children and persons with disabilities.

Noting that:
137.

there is a need for extensive debate on integrated
action for the protection of women, children and
disabilities rights in government, within civil society
and between the two sectors;

138. there are still high levels of violence against women
and children;
139. LQVXIÀFLHQWDWWHQWLRQLVSDLGWRDGGUHVVLQJWKHQHHGV
of persons with disabilities.

Programmatic
towards 2012:

tasks

and

recommendations

140. There should be proper resourcing for Chapter 9
institutions, such as the Commission for Gender
Equality.
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141. The status of the gender machinery at all levels of
government should be elevated.
142. There is a need to provide special assistance to
young women in poor communities, including the
provision of free sanitary towels.
143. Resources for more overnight shelters for abused
women and children should be provided to reduce
the incidence of secondary abuse.
144. $OOJRYHUQPHQWRIÀFLDOVDQGRUJDQVRI VWDWHVKRXOG
be conscious of disability matters and about the
needs of persons with disabilities.
145. There should be investment in training programmes
for persons with disabilities so as to prepare them
for better participation in the labour market.
146. The governance and institutional arrangements for
the Women Ministry must be provided through the
political processes.
147. Overlaps and parallels between the Ministry for
Women, Children and Persons with Disabilities and
other government departments and statutory entiWLHVQHHGVWREHFODULÀHG

CONCLUSION
148. The Commission concluded its deliberations by reDIÀUPLQJWKDWWKHEXLOGLQJEORFNVRI WKH$1&DUH
the branches.
149. The Commission restated the need for ANC
branches and members to be responsible for pushing the social transformation agenda by implementing the programme of action as we move towards
the ANC’s Centenary.
150. The Commission welcomed the idea of the arrangement between Parliamentary Constituency
2IÀFHV 3&2V  DQG WKH EUDQFKHV RI  WKH $1& DV
reported in the SG’s report.
151. There must be maximum use of resources from
the Caucus fund to ensure a close relationship between public representatives and the branches of
the ANC. In this regard the Treasurer General must
make a full report on Caucus funds and further ensure its proper functioning.
152. There is a need for ANC branches to ensure the
SURWHFWLRQ RI  FRXQFLOORUV DV WKH\ DUH WKH ÀUVW YLFtims in service delivery protests.
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ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION
1.

The National General Council received a report
on the implementation of Polokwane resolutions
and the state of the economy, especially the impact
RI WKHJOREDOÀQDQFLDOFULVLV7KH1*&DJUHHGWKDW
the NEC must be furnished with a comprehensive
report on achievements, obstacles and blockages.

2.

7KH 1DWLRQDO *HQHUDO &RXQFLO DIÀUPHG
the Polokwane resolutions on Economic
Transformation. It further endorsed the call in the
Political Report for an urgent discussion on the
elements and details of a new growth path, and
how it will sustain economic recovery and inclusive
growth.

3.

Of particular importance is the decent work
agenda in the context of placing our economy on
to a new job creating and more equitable growth
path. There must be a detailed analysis of where
jobs will be created. The NGC was of the view
that the 10 sectors outlined in the new growth
SDWKSURSRVDOVPXVWEHH[SDQGHGDQGWKHÀVKHULHV
sector be used as a starting reference point with
measurable targets.

4.

In addition, the NGC instructed that there must be
a report on Industrial Policy Action Plan 2 (IPAP2)
performance to the ANC, Cabinet and Parliament
within the next 90 days, so that consideration be
given to the resourcing of this industrial strategy.

5.

6.

7.
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The NGC noted that special attention must be
given to the distortions created by non-economic
issues such as education outcomes (all the way
from ECD). Special attention must be paid to the
FET sector, with emphasis on the artisanal sector.
It should be noted that the report on Education
deals in detail with this matter.
The discussion on labour markets, in the context
of the decent work agenda, included attention to
the 2009 Elections Manifesto position on labour
brokers. The NGC noted the parliamentary
hearings on this matter, and mandated the NEC to
be engaged with this process.
On black economic empowerment, the NGC
expressed a profound concern that the existing
approach has led to narrow empowerment and
a series of unintended consequences. The NGC
agreed that all sector charters should be aligned

with the Department of Trade and Industry
scorecards. If needs be, the policy should be
revisited on such review, and this should also take
into account the need to build a productive stratum
of black entrepreneurs. Among the issues of
review should be how supply chain management
and preferential procurement can more effectively
contribute towards small business and cooperative
development.
8.

The NGC noted that Strategy and Tactics (2007)
GHÀQHGDGHYHORSPHQWDOVWDWHLQWKH6RXWK$IULFDQ
context as a state that is able to deliver effective
basic services and with the capacity to direct
national development. It thus should have the
following attributes:
a. A commitment to people-centred and
people driven change;
b. 7KH FDSDFLW\ WR OHDG LQ GHÀQLQJ D
common national agenda; and
c. The organisational and technical capacity
to translate broad objectives into
programmes and projects.
What is required is further elaboration on the
measures to be used by such a state to develop and
expand these attributes.

9.

The NGC agreed that particular attention should
be given to the process to reverse apartheid
spatial patterns and take back the responsibility of
government on spatial planning and development
that appears to have been ceded to developers.

10.

7KH1*&UHDIÀUPVWKH$1&·VDSSURDFKWKDWWKH
transformation of the South African economy
should always be holistic and comprehensive,
covering all sectors of the economy.In this regard,
the ANC should ensure greater state involvement
and control of strategic sectors of the economy,
VXFK DV PLQLQJ HQHUJ\ WKH ÀQDQFLDO VHFWRU DQG
others.

11.

There was greater consensus in the commission
on the nationalisation of mines and other strategic
sectors of the economy. The NGC therefore
mandated the NEC to ensure further work be done,
including research, study tours and discussions, and
to report to the Policy Conference for decision at
National Conference in 2012.

12.

The NGC urged government to expedite the
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establishment of a state mining company to
consolidate all assets of the state in mining. The
mining company should be given a mandate to
consider various forms of ownership including
partnerships with the private sector.
13.

The NGC called on government to develop a
mining sector strategy within 12 months, which
takes into account the country’s developmental
needs and which should also help clarify the state’s
role in the sector. Among others, the state must
HQVXUH DQ LQFUHDVH LQ EHQHÀFLDWLRQ RI  DOO PLQHUDO
UHVRXUFHV DQG LQFUHDVH EHQHÀFLDWLRQ WDUJHWV IURP
WKHFXUUHQWWRDERXWLQWKHQH[W\HDUV

14.

The above will require consequential amendments
to the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act in order to support the objectives
of our mineral sector strategy.

15.

The NGC discussed the matters related to rural
development and agricultural support systems. It
was agreed that these matters must be pursued with
greater vigour and that the obstacles to progress
must be enunciated and acted upon.

16.

On resource application, the NGC noted that the
state has limited resources with which to address
the various challenges that exist in South Africa.
The ANC must therefore create a mechanism so
that government can account within the context of
the broader policy decisions exercised.

17.

The NGC agreed on the creation of a state bank,
either as a new institution or a retooled Postbank,
which would require intensive capitalisation.

18.

The NGC agreed that greater attention should be
paid to jobs and economic growth opportunities
that could be gained from new technology and
the knowledge economy. In this regard, the NGC
pledged support for South Africa’s bid to host the
Square Kilometre Array, the largest radio telescope
in the world.

19.

In line with the Polokwane resolution, the NGC
FRQÀUPHG WKDW ZH VKRXOG SD\ JUHDWHU DWWHQWLRQ
to the job creation potential of infrastructure
development and maintenance.
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PEACE AND STABILITY
Background
A report was presented on progress made in achieving the
IROORZLQJ FULWLFDO RXWSXWV LGHQWLÀHG E\ WKH nd National
Conference in the area of peace and stability:
v Reduce overall levels of serious crime.
v (VWDEOLVKDQHIIHFWLYHHIÀFLHQWDQGLQWHJUDWHG&ULPLQDO
Justice System.
v Eradicate corruption within the JCPS Cluster.
v Manage and improve perceptions among the
population that crime is increasing.
v Improve investor perceptions, trust and willingness to
invest in SA.
v Establish an effective and integrated border
management system.
v Secure the integrity of identity and status of citizens
and residents.
v Combat cyber crime effectively.
v Introduce legislation enabling transformation of the
judiciary.
The National General Council commended the report and
noted that implementation of the Resolutions of the 52
Conference are on track.

On programmatic tasks and recommendations
towards 2012:

6.

,PSOHPHQW WKH EHVW SUDFWLFHV LGHQWLÀHG GXULQJ
the 2010 FIFA World Cup in the dedicated courts
model in the justice system.

7.

Transformation of the judiciary should include
changing mindsets, attitudes, and orientation.

8.

There is a need for a discussion on the most
appropriate model of court administration, which
not only enhances judicial independence, but will
FRQIHU RQ MXGLFLDO RIÀFHUV WKH DXWKRULW\ WR WDNH
charge of cases brought before them and thereby
HQKDQFH HIÀFLHQF\ DQG H[SHGLWLRXVQHVV ZKLFK DUH
essential elements of access to justice.

9.

Fast-track the processing of the Traditional Courts
Bill to ensure consistency in the processing of cases
in current traditional courts.

3ROLFLQJDQGWKHÀJKWDJDLQVWFULPH
10.

Prioritise the upgrading of police stations, especially
in rural communities and align demarcation of
police stations with local government demarcation.

11.

Create a single command of the police services,
speed up the integration of municipal police with
the South African Police Service (SAPS).

12.

'HSOR\PHQW RI  SROLFH RIÀFHUV HVSHFLDOO\ VWDWLRQ
commanders, should be sensitive to the needs of
communities.

13.

Senior appointments in the police should consider
understanding of and commitment to the
transformational agenda of government.

14.

There is a need to integrate training with patriotism,
improve the image of the SAPS, and to attract the
best students to join the police force. Police stations
WKDW FDQ EH XVHG IRU WUDLQLQJ VKRXOG EH LGHQWLÀHG
and strengthened to execute that task.

15.

There is a need to ensure better coordination
between Provincial Commissioners and Provincial
Executive Committees of government.

16.

We should strengthen and capacitate forensic
laboratory services.

The transformation of the judiciary and the
legal system
1.

,QWURGXFH FRPPXQLW\ VHUYLFH IRU QHZO\ TXDOLÀHG
law graduates to ensure that basic legal services are
afforded to the poorest of the poor; and ensure that
new graduates gather the requisite experience.

2.

Gender issues need to be mainstreamed and be put
high up on the agenda of transformation of the
judiciary and the legal system.

3.

Review the funding model of Legal Aid South Africa
to enable it to attract highly skilled and experienced
litigators and provide assistance in civil matters,
especially where women and children are affected.

4.

Prioritise the location of high courts to ensure
access to justice to all, especially the poor, taking into
account local economic development imperatives.

5.

Promote greater use of alternative dispute
resolution mechanisms by empowering and
capacitating communities to deal with matters in a
non-adversarial manner, thus avoiding ligation.
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17.

Victim protection centres should be rolled out to
cover all police stations.

18.

In order to reduce social fabric crime, we must
intensify the campaign to break the silence, have
safe homes for victims, and for the state to take
responsibility on behalf of rape or abuse victims in
ensuring that justice is realised.

29.

Branches should be vigilant in Community Police
Forum (CPF) structures and operations, ensure the
DJHQGDRI &3)VUHPDLQIRFXVHGRQWKHÀJKWDJDLQVW
FULPHDQGFRPEDWLQÀOWUDWLRQDQGKLMDFNE\FRXQWHU
revolutionary elements.

30.

Branches should form an integral part of
programmes to integrate non-nationals into
communities.

Home Affairs
19.

There is a need to educate and conscientise our
communities on the risks of contracting marriages
of convenience.

20.

Benevolence towards non-nationals should be
balanced with national interest.

21.

Patriotism should form part of the school
curriculum.

22.

Private security services
31.

We must speed up the governance and regulatory
framework for the private security industry, which
often possesses and has access to more dangerous
weaponry than necessary, in the interest of national
security.

32.

A time frame of two years should be set to deal with
the regulation of the private security industry.

Border control management should be strengthened
to limit illegal entry into the country.

Correctional Services
23.

,PPLJUDWLRQ RIÀFHUV DQG RWKHU VWUDWHJLF
components, such as those dealing with death
registration, should be declared as essential services.

MKMVA and 50th anniversary of the formation
of Umkhonto weSizwe
24.

The MK Military Veterans Association (MKMVA)
should be utilised as a resource, considering their
skills and expertise across the spectrum of the
security cluster.

25.

All MKMVA structures should be invited to sit in
the PEC and all levels of organisational structures.

26.

Preparations to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of
the formation of MK on the 16th of December
2011 should be started early.

33.

The parole boards should be inclusive in
composition and involve communities in granting
parole to offenders.

34.

There should be criminal offences that can be
categorised as falling outside the parole framework.

35.

Offender labour should be strengthened, ploughing
EDFN WR FRPPXQLWLHV WR HQKDQFH VHOI  VXIÀFLHQF\
and skills development

Role of ANC branch in combating crime
27.

Develop guidelines and fast-track the roll-out of
street committees.

28.

Branches and alliance structures should be at the
centre of crime prevention: they should be in
the forefront of crime intelligence gathering and
whistle blowing.
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LEGISLATURES AND GOVERNANCE
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Background
The key political mandate of the ANC in Legislatures
and Governance is to advance the national democratic
revolution, building a developmental state in pursuit
of our vision of a united, non-racial, non-sexist and
democratic society.
The preparations for the 52nd National Conference were
informed by a discussion document, which outlined a
strategic approach in dealing with matters of Legislatures
and Governance from 2007 to 2012. The objective of that
paper was to provide enduring and useful guidance for the
ANC as a whole, but in particular for those cadres deployed
to government and the legislatures whose responsibility it
is to implement ANC policy.
Since the NGC is a mid-term review the discussion
document on Legislatures and Governance anchors itself
on the four attributes of a developmental state:
v Its strategic orientation that is people-centred and
people driven change;
v LWV FDSDFLW\ WR OHDG LQ GHÀQLQJ D FRPPRQ QDWLRQDO
agenda;
v its organisational capacity that its structures and
systems facilitate the realisation of a set agenda; and
v its technical capacity to translate broad objectives into
programmes and projects.

the political governance arm of the NEC, the sub
committee on Legislatures and Governance, which inFOXGHGUHÀQLQJLWVUROHDQGVFRSH
v

Preparing for the National General Council through
GLVFXVVLRQ GRFXPHQWV WKDW ERWK UHÁHFW SURJUHVV EXW
equally raise questions derived out of the experiences
over the past two and half years and crafting recommendations to the NGC.

This has meant among many other activities:
v political assessment of the state of local government;
v transformation of legislative institutions (which
remains an ongoing process);
v review of the report and recommendations of the
Ad Hoc Committee into Chapter 9 and associated
institutions;
v OHJLVODWLRQWKDWDEROLVKHG´ÁRRUFURVVLQJµ

The NGC informed by the above noted as follows on current
and urgent challenges:
Cadre Development in the Public Service and
Local Government
1.

Cadre development for all spheres of government
and organs of the state must be enhanced by
a broader approach, which includes political
education, training in ethics and training on the
constitution and relevant legislation.

2.

Cadre development must be informed by the
ANC principles and norms enshrined in Political
Education.

3.

That a targeted cadre development programme
should aim at building minimum standards for
deployment in government structures.

Progress since Polokwane:
At Polokwane in December 2007 discussions revolved
DURXQGWKHQDWXUHRI RXUHOHFWRUDOV\VWHPÁRRUFURVVLQJ
the single public service; transformation of the judiciary;
a review of provincial and local government; and ethics
and integrity. In addition there were four other key issues
referred to the incoming NEC for processing.
The progress report to the NGC submitted in June 2010
UHÁHFWV WKDW VXEVWDQWLDO SURJUHVV KDV EHHQ PDGH VLQFH
Polokwane and that a number of our resolutions have
in fact either been completed or are in process given the
complexity of some of the resolutions. Our achievements
since Polokwane include:
v

The development of a clear programme of action to
implement both Polokwane decisions and post Polokwane NEC decisions.

v

(QVXULQJWKHSROLWLFDOHIÀFLHQF\DQGHIIHFWLYHQHVVRI 
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Local Government
4.

There is need for assessment of Ward Committees
along with an assessment of community
development workers.

5.

On the local government turnaround strategy the
NGC further instructed the NEC sub-committee
to apply its mind to the strategy and ensure that
the constitutional structures of the ANC are fully
conversant with its recommendations.
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6.

7.

8.

9.

To ensure service delivery and sustainable
municipalities, the executive system chosen by
PXQLFLSDOLWLHV PXVW UHÁHFW WKH ZLOO RI  WKH YRWHUV
The NEC sub-committee must ensure necessary
mechanisms and guidelines to give effect to this
principle.
The separation of powers at local government
level must be implemented, in particular the
strengthening of the legislative function to ensure
effective oversight. This matter should form part of
the Local Government Review Summit.
Where there is national intervention in a
municipality, there must be due process in respect
of the constitution, appropriate legislation, and the
involvement of the MEC. No intervention should
take place without consultation.

process in the development of a White Paper on
Provincial Government and to review the Local
Government White Paper.
15.

The Municipal Systems Administration Bill and all
key legislation affecting local government must be
presented to the summit.

16.

The Summit will be held within three months of
the NGC. A discussion document must be prepared
for the summit and circulated to ANC structures.
The ANC structures and alliance partners must be
properly represented and ensure quality inputs to
the summit.

Demarcation
17.

On demarcation boundary disputes it was
acknowledged that there are processes in place and
procedures that need to be followed in resolving
these disputes. The NEC is urged to speed up the
ÀQDOLVDWLRQRI WKHVHPDWWHUV

18.

The Commission expressed unhappiness with
the Municipal Demarcation Board. Further,
the Demarcation Board must be informed by a
principled approach on demarcation, which takes
into account not just a numbers ratio approach but
a philosophical appreciation of what underpins the
human settlements approach.

19.

The role, functions and location of the Demarcation
Board must be reviewed.

The NEC must review the current interventions
and consider their implications for the next local
government elections.

Legislatures
10.

With regards the Parliamentary Constituency
2IÀFHV 3&2V WKHUHLVDQHHGWRUHYLHZVWUXFWXUHV
of the PCOs to enhance the one-stop model. The
location of public representatives at different PCOs
needs to be reviewed and streamlined instead of
creating new structures.

11.

Capacitating of both human and technical capacity
needs to be addressed.

Service delivery
Integrity Commission
12.

Gender
13.

It is necessary to enhance the gendering of
programmes across local government and in
national departments whilst at the same time
involving key stakeholders.

Convening the Summit of Provincial
and Local Government
14.

20.

The NGC supports the formation of an Integrity
Commission to ensure a coordinated approach in
dealing with ethical conduct and corruption in all
spheres of government.

There is an urgent need for the implementation
of the Polokwane resolution on the Review of
Provincial and Local Government and in particular
the implementation of a summit as part of the

Service delivery audits must be done in all three
spheres of government. This must be completed
before the elections.

Programmatic issues and recommendations
towards 2012
Single Public Service
21.

There is support for the continuing process.

Local Government
22. There is an urgent need for a review of local
government legislation. This would entail a
comprehensive review of local government
OHJLVODWLRQ VSHFLÀFDOO\ WKH 0XQLFLSDO 6\VWHPV
Act, Municipal Structures Acts and the Municipal
Finance Management Act (MFMA).

53

Report of the 3rd National General Council

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

On the two tier system of local government there
were views expressed for and against. This will
further be discussed at the summit. It was agreed
that criteria must be developed, informed by an
integrated approach; redistribution; access to
services; and an approach to shared services. These
FULWHULD VKRXOG LQIRUP WKH FRQÀJXUDWLRQ RI  D QHZ
structure of local government. Further this process
needs to be linked to the future of provinces.
There is an urgent need to review the current
funding model of local government. This would
include a review of the equitable share formula with
the poverty index being used rather than outdated
SRSXODWLRQÀJXUHV
 7KDW WKH HQWLUH LQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO ÀVFDO UHODWLRQV
need to be reviewed. This would include
conducting an impact assessment of the abolition
of the Regional Services Council (RSC) levy and its
consequence on the ability of district municipalities
to deliver on their mandate. Further, the Municipal
Infrastructure Grant must form part of this review.
Integrated Development Plans (IDPs) must include
WKH ÀQDQFLDO LPSOLFDWLRQV RI  WKH 0LOOHQQLXP
Development Goals (MDGs). Provincial and
National government must play a meaningful role
in informing the IDPs.
With regard to working relations at local government
level, there was consensus that these working
relations must be harmonised, in particular between
Chief Whips, Municipal Mayors and Speakers.
The Proportional Representation (PR) system
must be retained. Public opinion can be sought but
within the context of an ANC process. Further,
that leadership and local government experience
are essential criteria in determining who is elected.

29.

There was consensus that the ANC at its next
Policy Conference moves toward a retention policy,
with respect to councilors, to ensure continuity and
institutional memory.

30.

There was strong consensus on the need for full
time councilors.

31.

Migration issues must be taken into account
when planning at local government level. This
would include implications on provincial and local
JRYHUQPHQWÀQDQFHVDQGKXPDQVHWWOHPHQWV
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32.

We should support and promote cooperatives as
primary sources of employment and producers of
goods and services, and an integral part of local
economic development.

3ROLWLFDORIÀFHDQGVHQLRUPDQDJHPHQW
positions in government
33.

The NGC agreed as a matter of principle that
SROLWLFDO RIÀFH EHDUHUV LQ WKH $1& VKRXOG QRW
hold senior management positions in any sphere
of government. This principle must ensure no
FRQWUDGLFWLRQV RI  DFFRXQWDELOLW\ QRU FRQÁLFWV RI 
interest.

Provinces
34.

On the future of provinces it was resolved that there
is a need for a deeper analysis and examination of
WKH EDODQFH RI  HYLGHQFH EHIRUH DQ\ ÀQDO GHFLVLRQ
be taken. Views within the Commission were
expressed on doing away with provinces but in a
phased approach.

35.

The relationship of the future of the two tier
system of local government must be linked to
IXWXUHUHFRQÀJXUDWLRQRI WKHSURYLQFHV

Legislatures
36.

The role of the SA Local Government Association
(SALGA) in the National Council of Provinces
must change with SALGA receiving full voting
rights

37.

All Bills of strategic importance must go before the
relevant NEC sub-committee for processing prior
to them being submitted in Parliament. The same
principle applies for provincial legislatures and PECs.

2011 Local Government Elections
38.

There is need for deployment from national
structures to particular provinces backed with
resources. The resources for local government
elections must be made available as a matter of
urgency.

39.

The tasks in Phase 1 and 2 of the presentation were
endorsed.

40.

7KHORFDOJRYHUQPHQWHOHFWLRQVUHÁHFWHGRYHU
 RI  \RXWK QRW UHJLVWHUHG WR YRWH 7KH $1&
branches must attend to this as a matter of urgency.
A dedicated registration campaign with targets must
be set.
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Know your neighbourhood campaign
41.

Conceptually the role of the ANC must be expanded
ZD\EH\RQGWKHFRQÀQHVRI $1&JRYHUQPHQW$V
a liberation movement the role of the ANC outside
of government is to reintroduce the “Know your
neighbourhood campaign” especially in the rural
areas

Simultaneous elections for all three spheres of
government
42.

The Commission agreed that we should towards
holding national, provincial and local government
elections at the same time. This must not be based
RQO\ XSRQ ÀQDQFLDO FRQVLGHUDWLRQV EXW UDWKHU
political considerations. A broader perspective
needs to underpin the approach.

43.

The ANC undertake research into the likely impact
of simultaneous elections.

Coalition governments
44.

There needs to be guidelines laid down by the ANC
on participation in coalition governments and the
framework that will govern this.

Electricity distribution
45.

On electricity distribution at local government level,
the Regional Electricity Distributors (REDS) must
be relocated under the municipalities. Electricity
infrastructure funding must follow the relocation
of function.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Background
1.

2.

As stipulated in the Freedom Charter “there shall be peace
and friendship”. International Relations is utilised by the
ANC to form friendships and to work towards peace in the
continent and the world. This also means forging and maintaining relations with like-minded forces to take forward
a progressive agenda for a better Africa and better world,
without hunger, disease, oppression and underdevelopment.

the ‘South’ like BRIC, IBSA, etc.
6.

South Africa plays a role in many global forums
such as the G20, which has eclipsed the G8 conÀJXUDWLRQ RI  GHYHORSHG FRXQWULHV 7KLV LV DQ LPportant platform for our international work.

The six pillars of international work are:

Programmatic tasks and recommendations
towards 2012:

(a) Contributing to building a better Africa and
better world

7.

(b) Continental and international solidarity
(c) Party-to-party, intra-lateral party and multilateral

Strengthening African institutions
7.1

Continue to strengthen the regional integration of SADC.

7.2

Strengthen the African Union (AU) and its
organs, encourage strong regional bodies and
reinvigorate NEPAD.

7.3

The Pan African Parliament is a critical instrument for the continued democratisation
of the Continent.

(d) Transformation of global governance institutions
(e) Policy development issues
(f) Campaigns

Progress and challenges since the 52nd National
Conference:
3.

Since Polokwane, the ANC has done work on the
continent and in the world through party-to-party
relations, participating in certain international fora,
FRQÁLFW UHVROXWLRQ RQ WKH FRQWLQHQW OLPLWHG LQvolvement in campaigns, dealt with some of the
transformational global governance issues, and ensured ongoing policy development.

4.

The capacity of the International Relations subcommittee at ANC headquarters is a matter of
concern as it is not nearly adequate to respond to
all the issues we face. Therefore, the ANC has not
been able to implement many of the resolutions,
DVUHÁHFWHGLQWKH1(&6XEFRPPLWWHHRQ,QWHUnational Relations Report to the National General
Council .

5.
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The current international balance of forces have
seen a shift from a unipolar world where the
United States was a hegemonic power towards an
emerging multipolar world with the increased presence of Asia, in the process decisively tilting the
international balance of forces. China and India are
emerging as key players in geopolitics and we have
seen the emergence of several regional groups of

8.

Sudan
8.1

9.

Africa Day
9.1

10.

Delegates raised concerns about the situation in Sudan, and the NGC thus proposed
that the President should consider appointing a Special Envoy to Sudan to enable South
Africa to contribute to achieving a peaceful
6XGDQHVH UHIHUHQGXP UHÁHFWLQJ WKH ZLOO RI 
the people.

Promote Africa Day (not necessarily a public holiday) and the African Union anthem in
the broader South African society to assist
South Africans identify with the African continent.

Foreign Policy Review and the issue of National Interest
10.1 Conduct a review of South African foreign
policy, including such matters as South Africa’s national interests, international migration, and strengthening of the Region.
10.2 2XUGHÀQLWLRQRI WKHQDWLRQDOLQWHUHVWVKRXOG
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advance the NDR, and be informed by the
Strategy and Tactics document of the ANC.
We also need to balance our national interest between our emphasis on human rights,
political issues and economic interests. The
ANC should further debate and develop an
ANC position paper on what it regards as
our national interest and popularise it.
10.3 Foreign policy should incorporate the curUHQW FKDOOHQJHV RI  KXPDQ WUDIÀFNLQJ DQG
migration, in addition to human rights and
worker rights issues.
10.4 The ANC should further develop a position
paper on migration, immigration and xenophobia as contained in the 52nd Conference
resolution, which should be taken to the
provinces for further discussions.
10.5 The ANC should debate and develop a position paper on if, when, under what circumstances and where South Africa should
deploy SANDF soldiers in countries at war,
such as Somalia. There was consensus in the
commission that South Africa should not
send troops to Somalia but continue to engage on the issues.
10.6 The response on AFRICOM should be informed by strategic considerations and not
only a campaign.

11.

Business Code of Conduct
11.1 The Business Code of Conduct should ensure that South African companies doing
business in Africa and further abroad conduct themselves in a manner consistent with
South African norms and standards, such as
upholding labour relations standards, ethical
conduct and so forth.

12.

South African Development Partnership
Agency (SADPA)
12.1 The South African Development Partnership
Agency should advance a progressive agenda
and not act like traditional aid agencies.
12.2 The work already done on the South African
Development Partnership Agency (SADPA), National Interests paper and the Business Code of Conduct should be processed

through the NEC Sub-committee on International Relations and be submitted to the
ANC NEC for approval before being implemented.

13.

Training, coordinating structures and institutional capacity
13.1 Many provinces raised concerns about our
internal coordinating mechanisms around international relations. All provinces that have
not established International Relations (IR)
Sub-committees should do so by the end of
2010 with the assistance of the NEC Subcommittee. Furthermore, IR desks should
also be cascaded to regional level.
13.2 Branch databases should be used to identify
IR practitioners that could serve as volunteers in the ANC, employees in government
eg. cadets. This should assist the ANC to
build capacity and expand its International
Relations programme. The ANC should look
at its deployment to international institutions
and ensure that this is broadened. DIRCO
should establish a database on its website
which indicates all available employment in
multilateral institutions, to enable comrades
and others to view and apply for these positions.
13.3 The institutional memory from other countries, our international friends, and veterans
RI WKHPRYHPHQWQHHGWREHLGHQWLÀHGFRordinated and consolidated for the purposes
of archiving and recording the history of
our movement in international relations as
we move towards our centenary anniversary.
13.4 DIRCO need to publicise the national guidelines for the coordination of international
relations work in all spheres of government,
which was adopted by Cabinet. Government
RIÀFLDOV DW DOO OHYHOV VKRXOG DGKHUH WR WKHVH
guidelines.
13.5 DIRCO should explore the possibilities of
using their expertise and facilities of their
Diplomatic Academy to provide training for
members of civil society in international relations.
13.6 Protocol training should be provided in all
ANC structures, for deployees and Alliance
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structures to ensure that comrades behave
and conduct themselves professionally when
embarking on ANC international relations
work.

16.

16.1 A combined programme on IR with our partners on the Alliance was proposed, around
LGHQWLÀHGLVVXHVVXFKDV

13.7 The ANC should open an International ReODWLRQV 2IÀFH LQ 7VKZDQH DV WKH FLW\ KRVWV
one of the largest diplomatic communities in
the world.

v Climate change, trade, and transformation of multi-lateral institutions.
v Solidarity campaigns: Cuba, Western Sahara, Palestine and Swaziland. In particular, the Alliance needs to undertake a full
discussion on our approach to the situation in Swaziland.

13.8 We must encourage debate on international
relations as part of promoting South African
foreign policy.
13.9 The ANC should engage the SABC on reinstating the African and international channels to promote debate on continental and
international issues in the domestic arena as
well as the broader continent.

14.

v There is a meeting of the World Social
Forum in Senegal in 2011. We therefore
need to establish a Southern African
Chapter of the Forum towards the end
of 2010.
16.2 The Alliance should convene an International Forum to strategise and plan joint campaigns.

Party to party relations
14.1 The ANC should develop clear guidelines
for already existing relationships and forging
new party-to party relations, informed by the
ANC’s values, including our commitment to
democracy. Party-to-party relations go beyond Africa, we therefore need to establish
relations with the progressive forces across
the world to take forward our national and
continental endeavours. Further to this we
need to identify and engage with progressive
parties on the continent to enable us to take
the progressive agenda forward.

16.3 The Alliance should share critical information on international relations as the information arises.

17.

Pan African
(PAWO)

Women’s

Organisation

15.1 South Africa currently hosts PAWO, and
holds the position of Secretary General
through the ANC Women’s League.
15.2 Programmes between PAWO and ANC International Relations should be coordinated
and strategic support provided.
15.3 We must ensure that the resolution on the
formation of a Young Women’s structure
within PAWO is expedited.
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ANC participation in international
organisations
17.1 The ANC needs to urgently develop clear
policy on international participation to ensure that proper international protocols and
conduct is followed by comrades in spheres
of government and in the ANC when conducting their international work. Secondly we
QHHGWRVWUHQJWKHQDIÀOLDWLRQWROLNHPLQGHG
international organisations and participate
actively in them, including strengthening our
proactive participation in structures like the
Socialist International , Sao Paulo Forum,
Non-Aligned Movement, etc.

14.2 In engagement with progressive parties on
the continent, we should share experiences
and where possible, assist each other with
party building.

15.

Alliance programme on international relations

18.

Cuban solidarity and the release of the Cuban Five Campaign
18.1 ANC members are urged to sign the petition
initiated by the Ex-Political Prisoners Association available at ANC Headquarters. A
march will be organised to deliver the petition and a memorandum to the President of
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the United States, with the call for the release
of the Cuban Five who were incarcerated defending the Cuban Revolution.
18.2 The NGC declared its support for the campaign to ensure that the campaign for the
5HOHDVHRI WKH&XEDQ)LYHLVSURÀOHGDQGUHiterated its commitment to the cause of the
Cuban people. The NGC agreed to increase
the trade between South Africa and Cuba as
a reinforcement of our foreign policy and international solidarity with Cuba.

19.

World Youth Festival, December 2010
19.1 South Africa is hosting the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WYFDY) World
Youth Festival from 13 – 23 December 2010,
with the participation of 30 000 young people from more than 160 countries. In previous festivals held in Venezula and Algeria
the host country organised free chartered
ÁLJKWV WR EULQJ WKH SDUWLFLSDQWV IURP &XED
to the event. The NGC strongly encourages
government to assist and facilitate the participation of the Cuban youth delegation in
the festival.
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MEDIA DIVERSITY AND COMMUNICATIONS
1.

2.

3.

4.

The National General Council in commission deliberated on progress made towards the implementation of the 52nd National Conference resolutions.
The deliberations took place against the backdrop
of progress in the revival and strengthening of
the NEC Communications sub-committee, which
is tasked with the implementation of conference
resolutions.

g.

Continuation and conclusion of discussions
on the enquiry on the desirability of establishing a Media Appeals Tribunal (MAT).

h.

The allocation of frequency spectrum to
support developmental goals.

i.

Strengthening and increased funding of
ICASA, SABC, Media Development and
Diversity Agency (MDDA)and SENTECH.

To this effect, the ANC established a National
Communications Forum, an ICT Task Team, a
Media Diversity Task Team and the Communications Strategy Task Team. Since Polokwane, various
meetings have been held to strategise, formulate
work plans and implement conference resolutions
as far as possible.

j.

Development of languages to be in line
with our developmental priorities on public
broadcasting, including funding, governance,
management, content and programming.

k.

Information
and
Communication
Technologies as tools for development.

l.

Global governance of the internet.

m.

Transformation of gender relations in and
through the media including dealing with the
stereotyping of women in media.

n.

Creating an environment that is sensitive
WRDQGDIÀUPLQJRI WKHQHHGVDQGULJKWVRI 
people with disabilities.

o.

Measures to protect and safeguard children
and youth against negative effects of harmful
advertising and media.

p.

Strengthening of internal organisational
communication

During the period under review, the Communications sub-committee developed a discussion paper
on media diversity and a report dealing with ICT
policy issues as part of the implementation of Conference resolutions. These documents were discussed in ANC structures and tabled at the NGC
for consideration.
Guided by the 51st and 52nd Conference Resolutions,
the discussion document on media diversity and the
ICT policy report, the commission discussed the
following key issues:
a.
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Challenges facing the broadcasting industry
in general and the role of the public
broadcaster (SABC) in particular.

b.

Advocacy for a review of journalism ethics
and curriculum to include developmental
communication.

c.

Investigation of anti-competitive behaviour
in the print media value chain (publishing,
printing, advertising and distribution).

d.

Effective communications in all spheres
of government to ensure that it reaches all
FLWL]HQVLQDOORIÀFLDOODQJXDJHV

e.

Development and adoption of a media
charter, media diversity and transformation
(as regards to broadcast, print and new
media).

f.

General media freedom, advertising and its
impact on society.

5.

The NGC noted efforts and progress made towards
the implementation of conference resolutions as
well as the outstanding tasks. Progress achieved by
the time of this NGC, include:
a.

Publication of a discussion paper on media
diversity and transformation. The document
has gone through internal ANC processes
including discussions in the NEC, branches
and provincial general councils.

b.

Production of various ANC media products
such as NEC Bulletin and PEC Bulletins in
some provinces, journal Umrabulo, ANC Today and the upgrading of the ANC website,
to ensure effective communications within
the organisation and the broader democratic
movement.

c.

The development of a media interaction
programme and extending the submission of
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against the SABC meeting its public service
obligations as per its license. Currently, the
6$%&LVIDFHGZLWKDÀQDQFLDOFULVLVWKDWKDV
necessitated the issuing of a government
JXDUDQWHHRI 5EQ

articles originating from members for publication in ANC Today beyond members of
the NEC.
d.

6.

e.

At a policy level progress has been made with
regard to the rollout of community radio stations in the majority of district municipalities

f.

Work has been done in respect to auditing
trends regarding media ownership and control in South Africa. A research report was
published in this regard.

8.

With regard to ICT policy, the commission noted
achievements in the following areas:
a.

Research and development strategy has been
ÀQDOLVHGDQGLPSOHPHQWHG

b.

Every district municipality has a community
radio station.

c.

NEMISA and Meraka Institute established
to facilitate skills development and capacity
building in the sector.

d.

Strides have been achieved regarding
universal access to ICTs and broadcasting.
However a lot still needs to be done to
achieve full access by all citizens.

e.

7.

Engaged social media networks such as Facebook and Twitter, which have proven effective during major campaigns especially elections

The ANC Media Forum and Media and ICT
Task Teams have been established and are
meeting regularly.

f.

Local content development and digitisation
strategy is under review.

g.

A new spectrum and broadband policies
have been introduced

h.

Progress has been made in the transformation
of global internet governance.

The following resolutions are yet to be implemented:
a.

)XUWKHU ÀQDQFLDO VXSSRUW WR FULWLFDO
institutions in the sector such as Sentech,
ICASA and MDDA.

b.

Funding of the SABC to the level resolved
by Polokwane Conference (and previous
Conferences) has not been done. Instead
the SABC continues to rely extensively on
commercial revenues to discharge its public
service mandate. This situation militates

c.

The national youth radio station has not
been established.

d.

Parliamentary radio and television channels
have not been established.

e.

SABC regional TV services have not yet
been established.

Informed by the considerations above, the NGC
DIÀUPHGWKHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDVSUHVHQWHGLQFOXGing those from the PGCs, and further made additions as follows:

On the ANC and media freedoms and democracy
9.

The ANC should communicate the fact that South
Africa enjoys ICT and media freedom as a result of
the implementation of the ANC policies. Since its
inception in 1912 the ANC has consistently fought
for freedom of expression and freedom of the media. Our history and the Constitution of the Republic attest to this reality.

10.

The ANC has to advance and defend the existing
rights and ensure that all South Africans equally enjoy these rights.

On ANC Internal Communications
11.

The National Communication Forum and NEC
Sub-Committee Task Teams should be strengthened. Effective communications strategies and interventions should also be introduced in all structures of the organisation. Interventions in this regard should include the participation of our cadres
in the community media platforms and initiatives.

12.

New media and digitisation provides opportunities for enhancing ANC communication. The ANC
needs to make creative use of a range of mechanisms to communicate with the widest spectrum of
South Africans. Cadres should utilise the existing
space provided by alternative and community media
in the battle of ideas.

13.

ANC literature, publications and documents should
be distributed to all libraries and community centres
across the country to ensure that members of the
public have access to the ANC public documents.
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The ANC further needs to establish an information
desk in all its structures to analyse news, and must
use arts and culture to enhance communication, eg.
sculptures, etc.
14.

The ANC should effectively monitor progress related to media diversity, ownership and content.

15.

All structures of the ANC must be online, in order
WRIDFLOLWDWHDQGVWUHQJWKHQGLUHFWÁRZRI LQIRUPDtion to all structures and the general public. The
ANC communications unit must be equipped with
video, audio and photography.

16.

Acts of indiscipline, including cadres leaking stories
and making irresponsible public statements to the
media, is a contributory cause for the generation
of negative perceptions that undermine the standing, unity and stability of the ANC in the public
eye. ANC cadres in general and in particular leaders
should be circumspect when making public statements.

17.

18.
19.

The ANC should proactively and effectively coordinate its various policy and legislative interventions
and the communication thereof, to avoid mixed
messages and sending wrong signals.

man and Press Council) is ineffective and needs to
be strengthened to balance the rights of the media
and those of other citizens, guided by the values
enshrined in our Bill of Rights, ie. Human Dignity,
Equality and Freedom.
24.

According to the Constitution, the National Assembly is elected to represent the people. The Assembly
is also mandated to provide a national forum for
the public consideration of issues. Media accountability, as now it is a matter of public importance,
should therefore be a matter for consideration by
the Assembly.

25.

The South African Constitution is premised on the
values of human dignity, equality and freedom. In
addition human dignity is enshrined as a fundamental right in Section 10 of the Bill of Rights. This is
an indication of the primacy of human dignity in
the South African situation.

26.

Freedom of expression is also an important right
HQVKULQHGLQRXU&RQVWLWXWLRQEXWZHVKRXOGÀJKW
hard to prevent the campaign to elevate it above the
right and value of human dignity.

27.

7KH1*&DIÀUPHGWKHFDOOIRU3DUOLDPHQWWRFRQduct a public inquiry on:

Communication links should be strengthened
among all ANC structures including the leagues.

21.

22.

The print media must be transformed and diverVLÀHG LQ WHUPV RI  RZQHUVKLS DQG FRQWURO 7UDQVformation must include language diversity, gender
mainstreaming, equity in respect of race and class,
and sensitivity to children and people with disabilities. A media transformation charter should be introduced to facilitate changes in the media.
There should be a Competition Commission inquiry into possible anti-competitive behaviour in the
print media value chain (publishing, printing, advertising and distribution).
An enquiry should also be conducted on the transformation of the advertising and marketing industry.

On Media Accountability Mechanisms
23.
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Balancing of the rights enshrined in the Constitution, like the rights to dignity, freedom
of expression and media, guided by the values enshrined in our Bill of Rights, ie. human
dignity, equality and freedom.

1.2

Transformation of the print media (media
charter, ownership and control, advertising
and marketing and the establishment of media accountability mechanism, the Media Appeals Tribunal).

1.3

A media accountability mechanism in the
public interest, including an investigation
into the best international practices without
compromising the values enshrined in our
Constitution.

1.4

What regulatory mechanisms can be put in
place to ensure the effective balancing of
rights. This may include self-regulation, coregulation and independent regulation.

The ANC should strengthen its communication
linkage with its Alliance partners.

On Media Diversity
20.

1.1

The existing self-regulatory system (Press Ombuds-

28.

Any media accountability mechanism should be independent of commercial and party political interests, should act without fear, favour and prejudice,
should be empowered to impose appropriate sanctions and must not be pre-publication censorship.
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29.

ÁRZ DPRQJ GLIIHUHQW GHSDUWPHQWV DQG DPRQJ DOO
three spheres of government (local, district and
provincial).

In preparation for its submission to this inquiry, the
ANC should put together a team tasked with preparing the ANC submission to parliament.
38.

The NGC recommended the strengthening of local government communication through enhanced
training programmes. The commission further recommended that GCIS should further offer communication support to parastatals in order to properly
SURÀOHZRUNRI WKHVHLQVWLWXWLRQV

39.

Government needs to strengthen effective communication using media platforms serving the targeted communities like community broadcasting and
public broadcasting services (radio and print) in the
battle of ideas.

40.

Our government is one of the biggest advertising
spenders. All spheres of government should advertise in the community and small commercial media that produce media in the languages spoken by
communities, to assist the sustenance and growth
of these media.

41.

In view of the advent of digitisation and new media, government needs to investigate possible options of unmediated government communication
systems. The new opportunities provide a paradigm
shift in government communications.

42.

GCIS should support the communication of work
done by other public and state owned entities which
does not get media coverage. We must use arts and
culture to enhance communication and convey the
values of our democratic society, eg. sculptures,
PXUDOV DQG RWKHU IRUPV RI  SXEOLF DUW 2IÀFLDOV DW
GCIS should be conversant with the objectives of
the ANC-led Government.

Public broadcasting
30.

31.

The ANC should convene an Indaba on Public
%URDGFDVWLQJWRGHÀQHDQGRXWOLQHWKHUROHRI WKH
Public Broadcasting Service as soon as possible,
and should learn from other developmental states.
Discussions in this regard should also include the
governance challenges of the SABC.
There must be the political will to implement the
resolution of the 51st and 52nd conferences in respect of funding the SABC with a minimum of
WKURXJKSXEOLFIXQGV

32.

Government should commit to a plan towards this
objective, including indicating the amount of perFHQWDJHLQFUHDVHLQHYHU\ÀQDQFLDO\HDUWRZDUGVWKH
achievement of this objective, with timelines.

33.

National Treasury should prioritise the funding of
the SABC as the basis of a drive to introduce effective public broadcasting. National Treasury must
also prioritise the funding of the parliamentary
channel and youth radio in terms of the Conference Resolutions.

34.

Regard should be given in respect of access to all
public broadcasting radio stations nationally.

On Regulatory capacity and strengthening state
enterprises
35.

36.

Public entities like the communications regulator (ICASA), signal distributor (SENTECH) and
MDDA should be strengthened through the injecWLRQ RI  DGGLWLRQDO ÀQDQFLDO DQG KXPDQ UHVRXUFHV
FDSDFLWDWHG WR IXOÀO WKHLU PDQGDWH DV HQVKULQHG LQ
their founding legislation.

43.

The ANC should develop and adopt ICT policies
that take into account the strategic role of ICTs in
socio-economic development, government administration, democratic governance and service delivery. Such development of policy should be inclusive
of all structures of the ANC.

44.

There should be public sector interventions to roll
out infrastructure, and services in schools, libraries,
KHDOWK FHQWUHV SXEOLF RIÀFHV DQG FRPPXQLW\ FHQtres must be prioritised. Policy should incentivizse
SMMEs and cooperatives to take advantage of ICT
innovations.

2IÀFLDOVDWWKHVHHQWLWLHVVKRXOGEHFRQYHUVDQWZLWK
the objectives of the ANC-led government, including its policies.

On Government Communications
37.

On Information and Communication
Technologies (ICTs)

Government communication should reach all citizens and in all languages. It recommends that GCIS
be strengthened in order to coordinate information
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45.

The national backbone and infrastructure should be
extended to reach all communities and households
in the medium to long term. The ANC should introduce formal and informal education and training
opportunities to ensure effective utilisation of ICTs.

46.

The ANC should canvass the ministries of Education and Higher Education and Training to ensure
that ICT and technology education are integrated in
the school and higher education curriculum.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

There should exist a single ICT national plan to
maximize the value and impact of existing investments and initiatives. This plan should inform the
UHFRQÀJXUDWLRQ RI  VWDWH LQWHUYHQWLRQV DQG LQVWLWXtions where necessary. The national broadband plan
should emphasise high speed, affordable and quality services to all South Africans
The new spectrum policy should identify frequencies to be set aside to facilitate empowerment, universal access and SMME participation. The national
plan should further include a digital migration plan
for the digitisation of government services; initially
each government department should indentify at
least three services to be offered online.
Current state interventions (Sentech, Infraco, Telkom, municipality services, SITA, SANReN, etc)
should be harmonised to prevent duplications and
to improve service delivery. Regard has to be taken
of the 52nd National Conference resolution in respect of a review of state owned enterprises.
South Africa’s approach to convergence should not
compromise the strategic role of broadcasting as a
cultural sector; there needs to be more investment
in the creation of broadcasting content, including
ÀOPWKDWLVUHÁHFWLYHRI WKH6RXWK$IULFDQUHDOLWLHV
The independent regulating authority, Icasa, should
be capacitated adequately (including additional
funding and human resource). New ways of levying
the sector to fund the regulator should be considered without compromising Icasa’s accountability
to Parliament and the public.

52.

The governance of state owned enterprises should
be streamlined and should be coordinated through
a single authority to ensure a coherent implementation of national policy, effective coordination and
oversight.

53.

The NGC highlighted concern about the delays
in the implementation of broadcasting digitisation
due to the review or otherwise of the Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) standards.
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54.

An ANC task team should be established to look
into the realignment, planning, access and bridging
the digital and information divides. An integrated
and comprehensive ICT strategy and plan should
be prioritised. An audit of the different rollouts (by
all spheres of government) of ICT infrastructure
and harmonisation should be conducted.

55.

The NGC stated a need to reprioritise universal access and service. There should be integrated infrastructure planning and rollout targeting rural areas,
LH5'3KRXVHVHOHFWULÀFDWLRQDQG,&7VHUYLFHV

General remarks
56.

The NGC noted that a number of resolutions emanating from 51st Stellenbosch Conference that were
DOVR DIÀUPHG E\ WKH nd Polokwane Conference
have yet to be implemented. In the light of this, we
should ensure:
1.1

That NEC should account for the non-implementation of Conference resolutions, like
on SABC funding, funding of other public
entities like ICASA, MDDA, SENTECH,
HWF/HVVWKDQRI UHVROXWLRQVZHUHLPplemented. These funding resolutions will
enable the realisation of the key priorities of
our government, rural development, educaWLRQ KHDOWK ÀJKWLQJ FULPH DQG FRUUXSWLRQ
and job creation.

1.2

Implementation of resolutions must be
monitored by an ANC structure.

1.3

Government should revisit the question of
MDDA, retain the initial concept in respect
of establishing a strong agency to advance a
media diversity and development agenda that
will make a real impact in the mainstream
media, whilst supporting community media, including legislated contributions by the
print media, as broadcast media do.

1.4

Monitor and evaluate the performance of
deployed cadres in the media and communication sector, and develop the proposed database of cadres in good standing. We must
ensure discipline among our cadres, and cadres must attend meetings when called by the
ANC.

1.5

Establish coordination and a link between
the ANC Deployment Committee and deployed cadres.
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STATEMENT OF THE ANC
VETERANS LEAGUE

6

TO THE NGC
1. BACKGROUND
,WLVEHÀWWLQJWRRSHQWKLVVWDWHPHQWZLWKWKHUHPDUNWKDW
the ANC Veterans League has been charged with the task
of assisting the organisation to be able to draw and infer
from its rich and tested history those experiences and
values which are relevant to emulate now and in the future.
There was a time in the ANC when to a member, holding
no position of responsibility at all, belonging to an
ANC branch mattered the most. It was also a time when
decisions made at the highest level of the organisation
emanated from the branches.
The ANC is a people’s organisation. It belongs not to
individuals but to the membership. It is committed to unite
all the people of South Africa and it is to this end that in
Polokwane, it was taken out of the pockets of individuals,
back to its members, where it belongs. The members
must defend that victory so that the ANC remain their
organisation! In this way, it can never be bought or sold
and it can never be stolen or removed from its roots in the
hearts of the people.

during the many struggles and many battles, seen comrades
tortured to death, killed or simply dying from exhaustion
and we are now saying enough is enough – before our
organisation becomes another casualty. It is time to do
things differently.
Our people can no longer stand the pain of poverty
that has no end in sight. As we approach our centenary,
we must do so with a sense of urgency and purpose. It
also means that we must be decisive in dealing with our
presentchallenges.
7KH OHDGHUVKLS PXVW OHDG E\ H[DPSOH DQG DW WKH ÀUVW
sign of any deviation from policy, or anything that could
bring the ANC into disrepute, they must act decisively in
defence of the movement. Leaders must do so without
fear or favour. They have been elected for that.

Realising this truth, the ANC has expressed its grave
concern over what is happening to its credibility as
IURP  IRU ZLWKRXW LWV EUDQFKHV HPEHGGHG LQ WKH
communities, the ANC ceases to exist. The needs of the
members of the ANC and ordinary people in all walks
of life and in communities must be a priority for the
organisation and the government which is elected by them
to serve their interests.

The fact that comrades no longer regard morality and the
Code of Conduct of the ANC with respect and instead
rely on the court system of justice is a cause for concern.
This practice must be stamped out among deployees at
all levels. We need to have ORDER reigning supreme
and in that, we must not fail. Comrades, the ANCVL is
calling you toORDER! The Freedom Charter tells us that
this country must be governed through the will of the
people. The courts to which you so frequently run have
a different role to play. Give them a chance to play it. As
revolutionaries, as cadres of this movement, we must put
RXUSHRSOHÀUVWDQGGHOLYHURQWKHLUQHHGV7KLVGRHVQRW
require a magistrate, a judge or any of those people.

To most of our people and to the true character of our
organisation, these are very painful times. We are told that
Luthuli House has been trying to correct all the wrong
activities that are happening in the provinces. We also
know that success in this regard has been limited; instead
the rot of corruption is getting worse. We are convinced
that with the present approach, the situation is destined
to worsen with every passing day until corrupt practices
EHFRPHHQGHPLFZKHUHXSRQWKHÀJKWZLOOEHORVW6DGO\
for us, the tried and tested veterans of the ANC we have,

One of the critical challenges necessary for the
implementation of the Freedom Charter is the transfer of
the wealth of the country to the people as a whole. The
natural resources and wealth of this country must be used
to eradicate poverty and uplift our people. The traditional
way of life of our coastal people, to cite an example, must
be restored. The government must assist them to improve
WKHLUÀVKLQJSURMHFWV,QJHQHUDOWKDWVDPHDSSURDFKPXVW
be applied to other natural resources that occur within the
borders of our country. This will be nothing new to them,
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KHUHZHDUHRQO\UHHPSKDVLVLQJZKDWZDVÀUVWVWDWHGLQ
Kliptown at the Congress of the People.

The heroes of the struggle are the collective heroes of the
Alliance as a whole.

The transfer of wealth to the communities of this country
should not be construed as nationalisation in the classical
sense but is directly linked to creating a better life for all.

In the cause of the liberation struggle the Alliance
converged towards shared goals as enshrined in the
Freedom Charter. The Alliance has a shared determination
WR XQLWH DOO WKH SHRSOH RI  6RXWK $IULFD LQ WKH ÀJKW WR
eradicate all vestiges of exploitative and oppressive system.
The alliance partners should mutually reinforce each other
DQGLQÁXHQFHHDFKRWKHUVRWKDWWKHPDVVHVRI WKHSHRSOH
PXVW REWDLQ WKH PD[LPXP EHQHÀW WKH\ GHVHUYH RXW RI 
their heroic efforts.

2. THE ANC AND ITS LEAGUES
The ANC has been a militant organisation from its
inception as characterised by the nature and types of
campaigns it embarked upon over the years leading to the
era of armed struggle. As a movement with vision and
determination, the ANC saw it important to establish the
<RXWK /HDJXH DQG :RPHQ·V /HDJXH LQ WKH V 7KH
purposes of setting up these Leagues continue to be the
mobilisation and uniting of the respective constituencies
into the ANC and attend to the respective welfare and
challenges of these respective sectors. Later the ANC has
established the Veterans League with the same mandate.
None of these Leagues has a mandate to speak on behalf
of the ANC; each League is autonomous and can only
speak on matters dealing with its constituency. Traditionally
each League operates in accordance with its mandate. All
the Leagues operate within the ANC’s strategy and policy
framework including issues of expulsion and disciplinary
measures taken against ill-disciplined members.
Presently issues raised in the ANC discourse include the
autonomy of the leagues but traditionally, the Leagues’
autonomy does not mean divergence of policies and
practices from those of the ANC. This issue about
autonomy of the Leagues and their integration with the
mother body needs to be understood even if it means
recovering lost ground in political education.
3. THE ANC AND ALLIANCE PARTNERS
For most of us, the Alliance is a given. It is necessary now as it
was yesterday. The history of the struggle of the people of
South Africa has worked itself out such that whenever the
ANC speaks of Alliance partners it speaks of its own and
to its own. This is due to the fact that each Alliance partner
has been an integral part of the struggle of the people of
South Africa. In the past, when there were more ups and
downs characterised by greater intensity, volunteers were
asked to step forward and they responded whether they
were women, workers, communists, intellectuals or people
ofreligion or this or that race. They suffered extreme
brutalities of exploitation, oppression and repression,
and today when we talk about the achievements of the
liberation struggle we talk about a collective achievement
of the ANC and its Alliance partners. In this struggle it
is impossible to measure individual contributions of each
SDUWQHULQWHUPVRI OLYHVVDFULÀFHGDQGFDVXDOWLHVVXIIHUHG
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The nature of the common objective in the current phase
of our struggle demands a closer working relationship. At
the start and close of speeches we always raise our voice
in salutation of ourselves: Long Live ANC, ANCWL,
ANCYL, COSATU, SACP and so on, but we forget to
salute the idea of unity itself.

This statement has been about unity: long live unity overall!
This statement has been about unity of purpose between the
Leagues and their mother body: long live the hegemony of the
ANC in that unity!
This statement has been about an economic revolution, which
has hardly begun: long live the economic emancipation of the
people of South Africa!
This statement has been about unity of purpose among the
Alliance partners in accomplishing their economic revolutionary
mission: long live the Alliance!
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DECLARATION

7

of the 3rd National General Council

This National General Council of the African National
Congress, attended by over 2 500 delegates from branch,
regional and provincial structures of the ANC, its Leagues
as well as the Umkhonto weSizwe Military Veterans’
Association, Cosatu, SACP, Sanco, Contralesa and other
broad democratic formations, assembled in Durban, rises
today, on Heritage Day, having met the objectives of its
strategic theme: ´7RZDUGV\HDUVRI VHOÁHVVVWUXJJOH:RUNLQJ
together to create a national democratic society.”
:HJDWKHUHGRYHUÀYHGD\VWRXQGHUWDNHDFRPSUHKHQVLYH
review of our work in transforming South African society
and building a better world, in pursuit of the strategic
objectives and programme we set ourselves at the historic
52nd National Conference of our movement held in
Polokwane in December 2007.
The National General Council was the culmination of
an intense process of engagement by ANC structures,
Alliance partners and other sectors of society resulting in
unprecedented levels of public debate and participation
on key issues facing South African society.
,QNHHSLQJZLWKRXUWUDGLWLRQVRI VHOIUHÁHFWLRQDQGVHOI
correction, the deliberations were characterised by frank,

robust and lively debates among delegates. These debates
were marked by rigorous exchanges and the willingness to
LQÁXHQFHDQGEHLQÁXHQFHG,QWKLVUHJDUGWKH1DWLRQDO
General Council has, yet again, served as the most
comprehensive mass political school for all cadres of our
broad movement, young and old, women and men.
The NGC took place in the aftermath of a very successful
),)$6RFFHU:RUOG&XSWKHÀUVWWREHKRVWHGRQWKH
African continent. Delegates commended the people and
the government of South Africa for the unity, cohesion
DQG HIÀFLHQF\ WKDW FKDUDFWHULVHG WKH :RUOG &XS &HQWUDO
to this success, for our country and our continent, was the
spirit of ubuntu evinced by our people and the practical
manifestation of healthy competition and human solidarity
among players and supporters of the sport of football and
different nations of the world.
The NGC received a report on and enthusiastically
supports South Africa’s bid to host the Square Kilometre
Array – the largest and most powerful radio telescope in
WKHZRUOG7KLVLVDVFLHQWLÀFJOREDOIDFLOLW\WKDWZLOOKHOS
world scientists conduct unique investigations of the
universe fom African soil.
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Delegates drew immense inspiration from the fact that
the Centenary of the ANC on 8 January 2012 is drawing
nearer and that it represents a solemn and historic
moment for the people of our country, our continent and
indeed progressive humanity in general. In this regard,
the NGC was further inspired by the fact that, in as
much as our endeavours as the ANC are primarily about
transformation of South African society, they are also a
humble contribution to the efforts of humanity to fashion
a world in which ignorance, disease, want and greed are
banished from the family of nations.

&RXQFLODIÀUPHGWKHQHHGWRLQWHQVLI\WKH,PYXVHOHORDQG
One Million Members campaigns, inspired by the example
RI WKH3UHVLGHQWDQG'HSXW\3UHVLGHQW,WUHDIÀUPHGWKH
centrality of the branch as the basic unit of the ANC, and
the importance of grassroots activism in ensuring that the
$1&IXOÀOVLWVPLVVLRQ

Accordingly, the NGC adopted a detailed programme that
will ensure mass participation in the centenary celebrations
and festivities in keeping with the character of the ANC
as a parliament of the people and a tributary of global
progressive forces.

Council was frank in acknowledging that tendencies of
ill-discipline and misconduct had set in within various
structures of the movement. This 3rd National General
Council, the delegates resolved, should mark a decisive
turning point in addressing all the negative tendencies that
eroded and pose the danger of eroding the organisational
integrity and the very character of the ANC.

The NGC also took place as the United Nations General
Assembly was considering the progress made in achieving
the Millennium Development Goals. These goals mirror
WKH SULRULW\ DUHDV LGHQWLÀHG E\ WKH $IULFDQ 1DWLRQDO
Congress in its government programmes and overall work
in society and they are a clarion call for us to redouble our
efforts to improve people’s quality of life in our country
DQGIXUWKHUDÀHOG
While we do recognise that the process of change is in
itself a protracted struggle, the National General Council
approached its tasks cognisant of the fact that our people
expect steady but faster progress in the transformation
of our society. In this regard, they expect of the ANC
ÀUP GHFLVLYH DQG SXUSRVHIXO OHDGHUVKLS DV WRJHWKHU ZH
undertake the mission of fundamental change with a sense
of urgency and determination.
To meet this legitimate expectation, the ANC will not shirk
its responsibility in dealing with the presentchallenges.
7KH 1*& GHGLFDWHG VXIÀFLHQW WLPH WR GLVFXVV WKH VWDWH
of our organisation informed by the understanding that,
without a strong and united ANC that has the ability to
give inspirational political and moral leadership to a broad
range of social forces in society, our vision of a national
democratic society will remain a pipedream.
In this regard, Council had extensive discussions on the
urgent steps that need to be taken to deal decisively with
negative tendencies that are threatening to erode the
character, culture and core values of the ANC as a loyal
servant of our people and agent for progressive change in
South Africa.
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Delegates stressed that unity remained the bedrock upon
which the long-term survival and success of our movement
depends. Such unity should be aimed at facilitating the
central objective of building a better life for all.

In this regard delegates stated without equivocation that
there should be no confusing signals and messages from
the leadership on matters of discipline.
The responsibility to assert the core values and principles
of our movement rests with every leader, every cadre,
every member and every supporter of the ANC. These
are, among others: a steadfast adherence to the interests
RI  WKH SHRSOH XQLW\ VHOÁHVVQHVV VDFULÀFH FROOHFWLYH
leadership, humility, honesty, discipline, hard work, internal
debate, constructive criticism and self-criticism and mutual
respect.
It is our responsibility, wherever we may be located, to
embrace the core message of renewal and live the values
of our movement at all times.
Only through the force of example can we provide political
and moral leadership to our people in the ongoing quest
for a caring society based on values of human solidarity,
equity, justice and fairness.
Delegates embraced the wise counsel of ANC veterans
LQ WKHLU VWDWHPHQW WR WKH 1*& WKDW WKH $1& LV ÀUVW
and foremost, a people’s organisation. It belongs not
to individuals but to the membership and the mass of
South Africans who supported and continue to support
it in pursuit of fundamental change. Nothing should be
allowed to divert the ANC from its historic mission and the
strategic objectives of the national democratic revolution.
Nobody should be allowed to turn the movement into an
instrument to pursue an exclusive or narrow group or class
agenda or vassal to be auctioned to the highest bidder.
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$V GHOHJDWHV WR WKH 1*& ZH UHDIÀUP WKH LPSRUWDQW
contribution of the ANC Veterans’ League, Women’s
League and Youth League as autonomous organs of our
movement that operate within the policy framework,
Constitution, discipline and Strategy and Tactics of the
ANC.
Delegates also agreed with our veterans when they said that,
“For most of us, the Alliance is a given. It is as necessary
QRZ DV LW ZDV \HVWHUGD\µ 1*& WKHUHIRUH UHDIÀUPHG
our understanding that the Alliance was formed out of
struggle, and out of a shared vision as articulated in the
Freedom Charter. It is based on the understanding that
each Alliance component enjoys political independence
from the other, but also acknowledges the central role of
the ANC as the leader of the Alliance and the strategic
political centre.
Council recognised the steps taken to improve the
performance of government through greater integration
and coordination of structures as well as the implementation
of performance monitoring and evaluation.
The importance of active participation by the people in
the realisation of our priorities of creating decent work
and sustainable livelihoods, health, education, rural
development, peace and stability, land reform, and local
government was stressed. The NGC therefore adopted
detail programmatic tasks in each of these areas towards
2012.
We recognised the progress made in the areas of social
transformation, education, health, peace and stability,
economic transformation, international relations,
legislature and governance, and communications.
Whilst acknowledging progress made, the NGC signaled
its unwavering commitment to redouble efforts to address
the persistent poverty and inequality that continue to
characterise our society.
,QWKLVUHJDUG&RXQFLOFDOOHGIRUWKHXUJHQWÀQDOLVDWLRQRI 
the new growth path, and the resourcing and monitoring
of the Industrial Policy Action Plan. There was also greater
consensus in the economic transformation commission
on the nationalisation of mines and other strategic sectors
of the economy. The NGC therefore mandated the

NEC to ensure further work be done, including research,
study tours and discussion, and to report to the Policy
Conference for decision at National Conference in 2012.
We reiterated the ANC’s historic commitment to the
freedom of expression and that of the media. We believe
that freedom of the media goes with the responsibility to
LQIRUPUHÁHFWWKHGLYHUVLW\RI YRLFHVLQRXUVRFLHW\DQG
ensure the protection of the rights and dignity of other
members of society.
The NGC notes that the existing self-regulatory system
is ineffective and needs to be strengthened. The NGC
therefore calls on Parliament to conduct a public inquiry
on media diversity and freedom, including balancing
the rights enshrined in the Constitution like freedom of
expression and the right to dignity, the transformation of
the print and electronic media, and a media accountability
PHFKDQLVPWKDWZLOOEHLQWKHSXEOLFLQWHUHVW,WDIÀUPHG
that any media accountability mechanism should be
independent of commercial and party political interests,
should act without fear, favor and prejudice, should be
empowered to impose appropriate sanctions and must not
be pre-publication censorship. In this regard, the NGC
calls for further investigations into best international
practice with regards these and the proposal for a media
appeals tribunal.
The National General Council recommits the ANC
to the pursuit of the African agenda. In the spirit of
internationalism and solidarity that has always characterised
the history of the ANC we once again call for the release
of the Cuban Five, the speedy resolution of the Palestinian
question on the basis of a two state solution, and the right
of self-determination of the Saharawi people. Noting the
situation in Sudan, the NGC called for the appointment of
a special envoy.
As this National General Council rises, we leave here
reinvigorated and committed to redouble our efforts
to build the organsation and to start reaching out to all
corners of the country to mobilise our people to once
again renew the mandate of the ANC in the 2011 local
government election.
24 September 2010
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NGC... in pics
NGC Delegates singing the “Solomon” song W

Veterans at the NGC W
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CLOSING ADDRESS

8

by ANC President Jacob Zuma
We have come to the end of a very successful and
inspiring National General Council of our glorious
movement.
When we opened this NGC we reminded delegates of
WKHSULQFLSOHWKDWWKHÀQDOSRZHUOLHVZLWKWKHEUDQFKHV
and that nobody is above the ANC. Indeed that principle
KDV EHHQ UHDIÀUPHG 7KH EUDQFKHV KDYH VSRNHQ RQ
various policy questions. Building on the successes of
Polokwane, this NGC was very much about the renewal
of the organisation and the restoration of its character
and values. The question of cohesion, unity, discipline,
respect and the restoration of order in the organisation
were the common themes in the NGC. The branches
have spoken out eloquently on issues affecting the
organisation. They have provided directives to the
leadership on how to move forward to restore the
dignity and integrity of the organisation.
As we end this NGC we proudly proclaim that indeed,
the ANC is stronger, stable, more focused and united
now than it was two years ago. We had on Monday at the
start of this NGC, said that every delegate must make
sure that by the time we leave here, the ANC would be
stronger than it was when we started the NGC. That
goal has been achieved, thanks to the commitment
and dedication of our branches. The determination
to restore the dignity of the ANC was visible in every
delegation from the beginning until the end, and that
augurs well for the future.
This has surely been an important week for the ANC
and the country.
We have agreed that the conduct of ANC members
must never consciously or unconsciously undermine
the standing of the ANC in public or its unity. In this
regard, the NGC has directed the ANC leadership to
EH ÀUP GHFLVLYH DQG FRQVLVWHQW LQ WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RI 
discipline and in rooting out factionalist and divisive
tendencies, including within the NEC itself.
The NEC will duly implement this decision of the NGC.
Anyone who crosses the line will face the consequences.

We must however add that this is not the end of robust
GHEDWHQRUDUHZHVWLÁLQJWKHFXOWXUHRI RSHQQHVVZLWKLQ
the ANC. The NGC has set the rules of engagement.
Robust debate must continue, but has to occur within the
appropriate structures and forums, so that the necessary
decorum can be maintained in the organisation. In
engaging in these robust debates, members of the
ANC should use the art of persuasion to win people
over. That is the essence of the organisation’s internal
GHPRFUDF\:HPXVWVHHNWRLQÁXHQFHDQGEHUHDG\WR
EHLQÁXHQFHG
This is the true culture which has earned our movement
dignity and respect, from its members as well as its friends
and foes. The manner in which we advance points for
discussions and evaluate new ideas is important.
,WLVWKHIRUFHRI ORJLFEDVHGRQVFLHQWLÀFDQDO\VLVWKDW
guides the ANC decision-making process, and not
rowdiness. It is important to appreciate this. Therefore,
there is no need for intimidation and disruption of
meetings simply because you do not agree or want
to push a particular position. That kind of behaviour
undermines unity and also constitutes ill-discipline. It is
certainly an alien culture and an unwelcome tendency in
our movement. It must not be tolerated.
We welcome the Veterans League to this NGC, which
ZDVWKHLUYHU\ÀUVW7KHLUFRQGXFWDQGFRQWULEXWLRQWR
WKLV1*&KDVUHDIÀUPHGWKHFRUUHFWQHVVRI WKHGHFLVLRQ
of the Polokwane conference to establish the League
so that it can be part of the movement and assist in
building the organisation. They made their intervention
LQWKH1*&LQDGLJQLÀHGPDQQHUGHPRQVWUDWLQJWKDW
they truly understand how a cadre of the ANC should
behave.
We dare not fail the wishes of our veterans and elders,
who have called the organisation to order. They are
talking from experience. They have been at every level
of the ANC. They started in the school of the ANC,
the ANC Youth League, they went to the mother body,
while others passed through the MKMVA and others
were in prison.
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What they were talking about were not epic stories from
books. They were talking about their own experiences
ZKLFKPDGHWKHPSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKHSURFHVVWKDWÀQDOO\
delivered our revolution.
The Veterans League turned the NGC into a real
political school. Ongezwanga kusho ukuthi akanazindlebe.
There are various other resolutions relating to the
renewal, strengthening and rebuilding of the ANC
that must be implemented without delay. The decisions
around the rebuilding, development and strengthening
of branches are critical, as branches are basic units of
the organisation and are central in the implementation
of these resolutions.
All provinces and structures will implement the decision
of the NGC that the Imvuselelo campaign, which is
currently being run by the President and Deputy
President, should be undertaken by NEC members
and other senior leaders throughout the country. This
will ensure the sustained political education of our
membership.
We agreed in this NGC that the success of our revolution
has in the past, and will in the future, depend largely
on the strength and cohesion of the ANC-led Alliance.
We have agreed that an Alliance that is seen to besieged
ZLWK WHQVLRQ VTXDEEOLQJ DQG FRQÁLFW GRHV QRW LQVSLUH
SXEOLFFRQÀGHQFH7KH$1&DQGLWV$OOLDQFHSDUWQHUV
must focus on the primary task of uniting our people
and uplifting them from poverty and inequality.
We have achieved the objectives of this NGC. We have
VWUHQJWKHQHGWKH$1&DQGUHÀQHGLWVSROLFLHVDQGWKHLU
implementation.
We have reasserted the centrality of discipline and
cohesion in the organisation and that violations will be
dealt with.
The resolutions provide clear marching orders on what
we must do to implement the NGC decisions, which
are an enhancement of Polokwane resolutions. We
congratulate the delegates for their intensive work and
dedication this week to restore and promote unity in our
movement. This watershed NGC provides the much
needed foundation and momentum to take us from
the pain and division of Polokwane, to an ANC that
is ready to unite all our people behind building a nonracial, non-sexist and democratic South Africa.
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Going forward, we have to ensure that Government
improves its implementation of ANC policies. The
NGC has strengthened our resolve to improve the
performance of the State, and has provided direction
on various policy areas in the manifesto.
:HDUHSOHDVHGWKDWWKLV1*&UHDIÀUPHGWKHFHQWUDOLW\
of education, our apex priority, and the programme
RI  DFWLRQ LGHQWLÀHG E\ WKH $1& DQG DGRSWHG E\
government. The NGC has underscored the need to
mobilise society in support of our education goals. This
will include a National Consultative Forum dedicated to
clarifying the non-negotiables, which include that teachers
must be in school, in class, on time, teaching for at least
seven hours a day.We also need a discussion with Alliance
partners as well as trade unions in the education sector.
On higher education, we need to widen access to
tertiary and further education for children of the poor
and the working class. In the Polokwane resolutions and
the election manifesto we mention the need to revive
the role of state owned enterprises in education and
skills development, a point that was emphasised in this
NGC. We all remember the role of these enterprises in
the past in training artisans such as welders, electricians,
plumbers, boilermakers and a host of technicians. That
should be revived to enhance skills development. We
are also determined to meet the ANC undertaking to
build new universities in Mpumalanga and the Northern
Cape, to decentralise access to higher education to other
provinces.
A very innovative and ground-breaking decision was
WDNHQUHFHQWO\EHWZHHQWKHWRSVL[$1&2IÀFLDOVDQG
the Premiers, MECs, ANC Provincial Chairpersons and
the Chairperson of the Health Portfolio Committee,
that provinces should submit quarterly health
monitoring reports to the ANC. These will include
reports on the appropriate appointment of Heads of
'HSDUWPHQW &KLHI  )LQDQFLDO 2IÀFHUV KRVSLWDO FKLHI 
executives, as well as district and clinic managers, with
UHOHYDQW FRPSHWHQF\ DQG TXDOLÀFDWLRQV 7KH\ PXVW
DOVR UHSRUW RQ WKH ÀQDQFLDO H[SHQGLWXUH SDWWHUQV RI 
provincial health departments. This hands-on approach
indicates the seriousness with which the ANC takes the
improvement of health care in the country. This is an
example of the organisation taking a keen interest in the
implementation of its mandate.
Our people, who are affected by long queues caused
by staff shortages, will surely welcome the decision
to increase the training and employment of doctors,
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nurses, health technicians and other health professionals
and the re-opening of nursing colleges.
:H ZLOO DOVR IRUJH DKHDG ZLWK WKH ÀQDOLVDWLRQ DQG
implementation of the National Health Insurance
programme, the details of which were released this week.
We emphasise that the ANC should be visible in the
ÀJKW DJDLQVW $,'6 DQG DOVR LQ SURYLGLQJ FDUH DQG
support to those who are affected.
We are well on track to meet the goals set out in the
Polokwane resolutions and the Election manifesto with
regards to peace and stability. The recent crime statistics
LQGLFDWHWKDWZHDUHGRLQJVRPHWKLQJULJKWLQWKHÀJKW
against crime. We now need to work further especially
WRPRELOLVHVRFLHW\LQWKHÀJKWDJDLQVWFULPH:HPXVW
therefore implement the NGC resolution for guidelines
to be prepared for street committees, which can play a
NH\UROHLQWKHÀJKWDJDLQVWFULPH
:HKDYHVDLGWKDWWKH$1&VKRXOGOHDGWKHÀJKWDJDLQVW
corruption in our society and the prevention of this
scourge. The NGC has correctly directed that we curb
possible abuse of power and corruption among ANC
members at all levels, through the establishment of an
ANC Integrity Committee. The structure must be mainly composed of long-serving members with a proven
track record of integrity and self-discipline. We will develop guidelines without delay for the Integrity Committee so that it can start functioning.
There is agreement as well that in preparation for the
2012 National Conference, the NEC should review the
ANC Constitution and develop a detailed Code of Conduct that should be adopted at that Conference. The
movement has to lead by example in this regard.
Within government, all law enforcement initiatives
GLUHFWHGDWWKHÀJKWDJDLQVWFRUUXSWLRQZLOOEHVXSSRUWHG
and strengthened.
7KH1*&KDVUHDIÀUPHGRXUUHVROXWLRQIURP3RORNZDQH
on economic transformation. We noted that we have a
long way to go before we can say that the economic
transformation spoken about in the Freedom Charter
has been achieved. Serious challenges of inequality,
poverty and unemployment still remain.
Polokwane outlined our policy of promoting a mixed
economy, where the state, private capital, cooperative

and other forms of social ownership complement each
other in an integrated way, to eliminate poverty and foster
shared economic growth. Our Polokwane resolution
also states that the State must play a central and strategic
role, by directly investing in underdeveloped areas and
directing private sector investment.
We announced a comprehensive growth path framework
in the Political Report, which will help us to deal with
the recovery following the economic recession and to
grow our economy and create decent work. There is a
ORW RI  ZRUN WR EH GRQH WR ÁHVK RXW WKH JURZWK SDWK
within government, which is going to be done in a
special Cabinet meeting to be convened soon.
There is a lot of work to be done also within the
organisation as well to support this process. We also
need to follow up on some issues that were raised at this
NGC. For example, the ANC Youth League tabled the
issue of nationalisation and the possible establishment
of a state mining company. They had been directed
to raise this issue within the structures and to follow
procedure. Now that they have tabled it correctly,
it has become an issue to be processed by the whole
organisation, and is no longer just a Youth League
issue. The NEC will undertake research in this regard
as part of the recommendations to the National Policy
Conference in 2012.
The NEC must be broad in its outlook, and look at
a number of other issues that will take forward our
growth path and economic recovery, as our approach
must be holistic and comprehensive. It will also look
at existing solutions, for example the fact that mineral
resources already reside with the State according to law.
Mineral and petroleum wealth are recognised by law as
national assets, a common heritage that belong to all in
South Africa, with the State as a custodian.
Let me emphasise that there is no policy shift or change
arising from this NGC, with regards to our economic
policy and other policies. Therefore, there should be
no ambiguity and confusion around this matter. All the
policies adopted at Polokwane remain ANC policies,
and these are the policies that are being implemented by
the ANC government.
That is why I am happier now after the NGC, that when
the special Cabinet meeting takes place to discuss the
growth path, it will be informed by the discussions and
wisdom arising from this NGC.
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The NGC discussed various proposals to improve
local government. Sixteen years into our democracy,
there must be a visible improvement in this sphere of
government. We must seriously work on strengthening
basic administrative systems which are absent in some
PXQLFLSDOLWLHV:HPXVWWKHUHIRUHÀQGZD\VRI DWWUDFWLQJ
WKHEHVWWHFKQLFDOPDQDJHULDODQGÀQDQFLDOPLQGVWRRXU
municipalities, even the most remote.
Other proposals put forward by this NGC includes
separating the executive functions from the
administrative ones in municipalities. Unlike in other
spheres where there is a separation, in municipalities a
council is both an executive body as well as a legislative
one. We look forward to the provincial and local
government summit that will be convened after this
NGC, which will assist us to deal with these issues. It
will also enable us to discuss coordination between the
various spheres of government.
7KH $1& KDV OHG WKH FRXQWU\ IRU GHFDGHV LQ ÀJKWLQJ
the triple oppression of women, and putting women at
the centre of development. The Polokwane Conference
took a resolution on the establishment of a Ministry for
Women. The NGC, in welcoming this development, has
called for this Ministry to be capacitated without delay,
to ensure that it meets its objectives. This NGC has
been exemplary with regards to the discussion of issues
of gender, and has provided direction on the need to
take the Polokwane victory of a 50-50 parity forward, in
ANC structures as well as the public sector.
We urge the private sector to follow this example.
We should acknowledge the achievements of the ANC
government, even though we still have some way to go.
The representation of women in Parliament has increased
IURPDIWHUWKHÀUVWGHPRFUDWLFHOHFWLRQVLQWR
DIWHU$SULOHOHFWLRQV7KHQXPEHURI ZRPHQ
0LQLVWHUVDQG'HSXW\0LQLVWHUVLQFUHDVHGIURPLQ
WRLQODVW\HDU·VHOHFWLRQV,QDGGLWLRQZRPHQ
FRQVWLWXWHLQSURYLQFLDOOHJLVODWXUHVDQGRI DOO
elected councillors at the local government level.
As the NGC directed, the mainstreaming of gender
across all sectors and spheres is critical. As we move
towards the centenary of the ANC, we have to ensure
that the advancement of rural women, working class
women and all marginalised women is promoted
throughout our structures and government.
The Gender Equality Bill introduced by the Women’s
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Ministry will further help the country to reduce
gender-based discrimination in all areas of life and
promote gender equality in line with the provisions of
the Constitution. The Bill will, among others, oblige
authorities and employers to promote equality between
PHQ DQG ZRPHQ ,W ZLOO GHÀQH ZKDW ZH PHDQ E\
gender equality, explicitly prohibit direct and indirect
discrimination; and lay down relevant measures that
need to be taken against cases of discrimination. It will
deal with equal treatment at work and place obligation
on all organisations to promote gender equality. Our
parliamentarians should look out for this landmark Bill
and support its processing.
The wide-ranging resolutions on the print media,
broadcasting, information and communications
technology and others will help us to promote the
transformation of this critical industry.
The NGC has correctly pointed out that the country
enjoys media and communications freedom due to
the correctness of ANC policies, which have always
promoted and protected media freedom and freedom
of expression.
The ANC, however, has a responsibility to extend the
enjoyment of these rights to all South Africans. We
also need to ensure that we balance the freedom of the
media with the right to human dignity and privacy.
It is an accepted fact that all institutions, including the
media, need to undergo transformation in line with the
new democratic order in the country. We trust that the
industry will look at this intervention positively and
take forward the call for the development of a media
transformation charter, as has been done by other
sectors.
The problems relating to quality in South African
journalism caused by among others the juniorisation of
newsrooms has been raised by the media organisations
themselves as a problem.
The South African National Editors Forum, through
its corrective action committee has raised the need for
transformation within the industry. The independent
Media Monitoring Africa organisation has also strongly
criticised the quality of reporting in the media and has
produced a useful analysis of this subject, while stating
that they disagree with the ANC position. The media
would do well to read the MMA report.
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We will support Parliament in conducting a public
inquiry on the transformation of the print media,
and the possible establishment of a mechanism such
as a Media Appeals Tribunal. We have called for the
proposed mechanism to be independent of commercial
and party political interests, unlike the current selfregulatory mechanisms which are run by the print media
themselves, for example the Press Council and Press
Ombudsman. We have also called for investigations into
how other countries deal with this matter, so as not to
compromise the values enshrined in our Constitution.
We emphasise that the ANC has no intentions of
muzzling the media. Our objective is to promote the
human rights ethos of our Constitution and to ensure
that even the poor and the vulnerable enjoy the right to
human dignity and are protected from abuse.
The strengthening of the public broadcasting sector to
ensure sustainability and wider access will be promoted
by the ANC, as will be the development of the country’s
information, communication and technologies sector in
general.
This NGC has reminded us that our foreign policy
should be informed by the national interest, and that
LQ GHÀQLQJ WKH QDWLRQDO LQWHUHVW ZH PXVW EDODQFH RXU
humanitarian and economic interest. We have been
cautioned by the NGC that our peacekeeping missions
for example, must include the promotion of our
economic interest and long-term relations with the
countries we are involved in.
The spirited discussion and review of policies in this
NGC were clearly driven primarily by the need to
improve service delivery, and deliver on the mandate
that the ANC was given by the electorate.
Let me therefore remind you of the undertaking we
made in the 2009 election manifesto. We said:
“In the period ahead, South Africa will need a
government with both the experience and political
will, a government that fully understands what
needs to be done to address our apartheid past,
D JRYHUQPHQW WKDW SXWV SHRSOH ÀUVW DQG EXLOGV D
participatory democracy. The ANC, working
together with the people, can form such a
government”.

Therefore we emphasise that laziness, lack of
commitment and failure to deliver by those entrusted
with serving our people, will not be tolerated.
We refer also to this year’s January 8th Statement
UHIHUULQJWRWKHQHHGIRUÀUVWFODVVVHUYLFHIURPSXEOLF
servants as well as our deployed cadres:
“There is…..another equally worrying aspect of a
lack of service delivery that must be swiftly tackled.
This is where those placed in positions of responsibility,
either through incapacity or unwillingness, do nothing
to address the concerns of the people they are meant
to serve.
“Where people are found to be incapable of performing
the tasks assigned to them, we must work with speed
to either capacitate such people or replace them with
more capable people’’.
This NGC has indeed been a resounding success. It
has demonstrated the capacity of the ANC to revive
itself, be self-critical and work out ways and means to
go forward. In this NGC we have also learned a lot
from one another as comrades and as cadres of the
movement.
As part of taking forward the work of this biggest
political school, and the Imvuselelo campaign, all of us
from branches and other structures must go back and
report accurately the proceedings of this historic NGC.
From today onwards, we must ensure that nobody
doubts the fact that this oldest liberation movement
in the continent, which led South Africa to freedom,
is the one that can be trusted to defend and advance
our democracy, and also successfully lead the national
democratic revolution.
The ANC is the guarantor of our human rights and our
democracy. We are a movement of the people.
The ANC lives, the ANC leads.
We wish you all well on your journey home and enjoy
National Heritage Day!
Amandla!
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